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Tae complaint has beon for sometime 
beard that we have been in the dark 


with regard to Afghanistan. ‘There 
has been as all the world knows a very 
serious difficulty, but the impression 
has provailed that the Goverument 
might have explained this difficulty bad 
they been so minded, and that undue 
reticence provailed amongst those who 
should have been the first to reassure 
the uation by frauk explanations and 
outspoken avowals. ‘I'he papers which 
reach us by this mail contain a despatch 
which well deserves attention. It is 
characterized by the Times as “the most 
important document which bas yet 
appeared respecting our relations with 
Afghanistan.” It is very bard to com- 
press into a small compass the various 
points which Lave ariseu during a long 
sories of years, aud to give anything 
like a bird's eye view of the question; 
but the facta may be condensed, and in 
order to get the kernel and essence of 
them, we must go back twenty-three 
years. The Treaty of 1855 with Dost 
‘Mahomed is the real point of departare, 
In that agreement the father of Shere 
Ali promised to be “the friend of the 
friouds aud the enemy of the enemies” 
of the Queen. The vital question is— 
Has this treaty been observed or has 
it been violated? As we have shown 
in previous articles ou the subject, the 
government of Lord Lawrence com- 
mitted a fatal blunder in looking coldly 








on the early straggles of Shere Ali, 


and appearing when all his toils were 
over and friendship with him involved 
no risk as to his friends and supporters. 
His lokewarmness in the hour of need 
was not forgotten, ‘The carse of Meroz 
for coming uot to the help of the cause 
of the right against the mighty, seemed 
to lower deservedly upou us. We loft 
a man to fight a hard battle in a crisis, 
and when he was quite safe we en- 
cumbered him with offers of superfluous 
assistance, Shere Ali was smarting with 
irritation when Lord Lawrence resigned 
office, and when, according to the Liberal 
and funny papers, Indio suffered an 
eclipse by tie appointment of Lord Mayo. 

Tho paragraph writers were wrong 
then as they Lave beor so often wrong 
since, and Lord Mayo acquired a very 
exceptional influence over Shere Ali. 
To quote the Cranbrook despatch: 
“Ho” (Lord Mayo) “recognized Shere 
“ Ali as the dejureas well as the defacto 
“ruler of that country, and, in a letter 
“addressed to that Prince ougaged to 
“viow with sovero displeasure any 
“attempt on the part of his rivals to 
“disturb his position. ‘This step, added 
“to tho marked persoval influence ob- 
“tained by Lord Mayo over the Ameer, 
“was sufficient at the momout to remove 
“a certain feeling of resentment which 
“had been generated in bis mind by 
“the apparent indifference shown by 
“the British Governmont to the reault 
“of his struggle for power, and, at the 
“same time rendered his Highness’ posi- 
“tion at Cabul more assured than that 
“of any previous ruler.” But all thia 
time there was another hand fingering 
the pieces ou the chessboard, and it 
became obvious to Lord Mayo's suc- 
cessor that Ressia was tampering 
with the Ameer. in this strait, 
the unfortunate Sovereign asked anx. 
iously to whom he'was to look in caso 
of attack from his old antagonists or 
his more recent rivals. In caso of 
danger, was he te look to Engiand or 
to Russia? This was what Lord 
Northbrook wanted to know, and to 
his credit he communicated with the 
Home Government on the subject. The 
answer was a mere put off. All the 
old hostility and distrust of British 





Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


22 


The A-C. Herald and S. C. & C. Gasette. Tan. 10, 1879. 





Power and British steadfastness were 
revived in the bosom of tke raler of 
Cabul, and it was soon evident that if 
he distrusted his own people a little 
and thought his position precarious, be 
distrusted the assurances of Great 
Britain yet more. Meantime the Rus- 
sians wore pushing on. The game of 
intrigue had issue in action. Tho 
Czar’s soldiers took Khiva. This was 
the crowning mortification to Shere 
Ali, and he wrote henceforth to the 
Viceroy “in terms of ill-disguised 
sarcasm.” He slighted our demands, 
and subsequently refused permission 
to Sir Douglas Forsyth to return 
from Kashgar to India through Cabul. 
“This was the position of affairs in 
1874, The maintenanco of Afghanistan 
as a strong and friendly Power had 
at all times been the object of British 
policy, Tho method adopted in attain. 
ing that object had nob met with tho 
suocees that was desirable. Its accom- 
plishment was, nevertheless, a matter 
of grave importance, and it had now to 
bo considered with reference to the 
rapid march of evonts in Turkestan, 
Hor Majesty’s Goverment could not 
view with indifference the probable in- 
fluence of those events upon the 
character of an Asiatic prince whose 
dominions were thereby brought within 
asteadily nerrowing circle between two 
great military empires, and although no 
immediate danger appeared to threaten 
British interests on the frontier of 
Afghanistan the situation in Central 
Asia bad become sufficiently grave to 
suggest the necessity of timely precau- 
tion. Her Majesty's Government con- 
sidered that the first step necessary was 
the improvement of their relations with 
the Ameer himself.” With this view, 
they invited His Highness to receive a 
Mission, The events that have followed 
are too recent to ueed recapitulation, 
aud now that we are absolutely fight- 
ing it may seom waste of time to go 
back to the circumstances that led up 
to the war. Still it is satisfactory to 
know that we did not, as has been so 
often said, seek a quarrel; but that the 
domand for permission to seud a British 
Agent into the Ameer’s territories to 
acquire trustworthy information was 
perfectly reasonable. That there were 
grounds for our suspicious is proved 
by the ostentatious reception of tho 
Russian Mission and the rejection of 
that of Sir Neville Chamberlain. After 
this wo bad no alternative. The time 
for decisive measures had obviously 
arrived, and it seems likely that all 
that is needed will be effected without 
much loss of life. The excellence of 
tho strategic positious taken up by the 








Afghans and the inefficient way in 
which they were maintained, indicates 
that the officers who suggested the 
plan of resistance to the Amecr have 
abandoned him at tho crisis. It is 
easy to conjecture what nation supplied 
him with military counsels and now 
leave him without men to direct or 





money to carry on the war. 





Summary of Hews. 





‘The English mail of the 22nd November 
arrived on Wednesday, the 8th instant, by 
the P. & O. steamer Pekin. 

A imail leaves to-morrow for Europe, by 
the P. & O. steamer Mongolia. 


REUTER'S TELEGRAMS. 
(Vid Suez.) 
Supplied to the “ N.-C. Daily News.” 
Berlin, 2nd January, 1879. 
‘The semi-official Procincial Corvespond- 
ence publishes an article in which it 
states that the political horizon is clearer 
than it has been for a long time. Every 
confidence is felt in the strict execution of 
the treaty of Berlin. 
London, 3rd Janrary. 
Tho call on the Shareholders of the 
Glasgow Bank has realized £800,000, and 
a dividend of five shillings in the £ is to 
be paid on the 15th February. 
1@ Secretary of the Bank has been 
released, and is to appear as a witness for 
the Crown. 





4th January. 

The United States Government has de- 
cided on negociations for a Treaty modlify- 
ing the terms of the Burlingame Treaty, 
with the object of restricting Chinese im- 
migration, 

5th January. 

Messrs. Tweedy, Williams &Co., Bankers, 
‘Truro, have suspended payment in conse- 
quence of arun on the Bank; the liabil- 
ities are unknown. 

The Secretary of State for the Colonies 
stated that the Gloustershire (2) distresses 
have been greatly exaggerated for party 
purposes. 

St. Petersburg, 6th January. 

Chung How, the Chinese Envoy, will 
present his credentials on the 22nd Jan- 
uary. 

Paris, 8th January. 

The Senatorial Elections have resulted 
in a Republican triumph, 15 Conservatives 
have been elected and 64 Republicans. 
London, 8th January. 

nsion has revived the 
‘he liabilities are stated 








The Truro sus} 
uneasy feeling. 
to be £500,000. 

‘Tho depressed state of trade is causing a 
general movement for the reduction of 
wayes, and there have been numerous 
strikes. 1,500 Goods Guards and Shunters 
on the Midland Railway have struck. 





It is stated in the Municipal Council 
minutes, published on another page, that 
adonation of Tis. 100 had been received 
from Thomas Hanbury, Esq., through 
Messrs. Iveson and Co., to the Shanghai 
Fire Department, in acknowledgment of 
services rendered by the brigade at the fire 
which occurred in Hongkew on the 16th 
August last. It was decided to thank Mr. 
Hanbury for his handsome donation, and 
to hand the amount over to the Fire Com- 
mission.—The only other subject of public 
interest in the minutes, is the mention of the 








receipt of a letter from the Committee ap- 


pointed by the members of the Mik-ho- 
Joong and No. 1 Companies “to draw up 
regulations and arrange about the now 
uniform for the amalgamated corps,” &c.— 
The Council resolved, before replying, to 
forward the letter to Captain Harvie, of 
No, 2 Company, and to ask him whether 
the members of his Company are satisfied 
with the proposed arrengement and approve 
of the new uniform, 

A Municipal Notification has teen pub- 
lished showing that the following Hato. 
payers have been duly proposed and 
seconded, and have given their written 
assent to serve if elected, as Councillors 
for the foreign community of Shanghai, 
north of the Yang-king-pang, for the Muni- 
cipal Year 1879 :—Messrs. R. H, Artindale, 
J. I, Fearon, W. Forrester, W. Howie, P. 
G. Hiibbe, J. Bell Irving, T. W. Kingsmill, 
R. W. Little, E. A. Sassoon, E. G. 
Vouillemont, and J. Welch—from which it 
will be seen that there is left but a small 
margin of choice. 

A-seventh return of capita’ at the rate 
of two taels per share, is advertised to be 
made to shareholders of record in the 
Shanghai Steam Navigation Company on 
the 8th January, payable on the 15th 
January. 

According to advertisement the Directors 
of the Yangtsze Insurance Association have 
declared a dividend of Tis. 21 per share, 
being interest on shareholders’ capital at 
the rate of 12 per cent per annum for the 
half-year ending the 31st December last. 

Shareholders in the Shanghai Gas Com- 
pany have been notified that dividend 
warrants at the rate of 5% for the half- 
year ending 3ist December last, may be 
obtained at the Secretary's office on and 
after the 20th instant. 

Messrs, Maitland & Co. have written us 
with reference to the case recently heard 
in the Mixed Court, “Fajard, Schaurveker 
& Co. v. Yang Taikee,” in our report of 
which it was stated that the Chinese pro- 
missory note “also bore the stamp of 
Messrs. Maitland & Co.” Our correspon- 
dents inform us this is an error—that they 
never heard of the case until they saw the 
report, that they never had any transaction 
with any of the parties named, and never 
were concerned in selling arms to Chinese. 

We are asked to publish a fuller report 
of the case of the Costa Rica ship Martha, 
heard in the Mixed Court on the 1th 
November last, so as to give a more com- 
plete record of the circumstances. 

A marked illustration of the similarity 
of Chinese Guilds to some Trades’ Unions in 
England has been given in a case which 
was investigated Tuesday at the Mixed 
Court, before the Chinese Magistrate Chén 
and Dr. Macgowan, United States Asses- 
sor, Carrying on the trade of a carpenter 
in Hongkew, is a Cantonese named 


4B [i] ZS, known among foreigners by 


the name of Ah Cutem; and for some 
time past, we understand, he and his 
two brothers have been working at 
Messrs, Boyd and Co.'s works at Pootung. 
It is the custom of the Cantonese Carpen- 
ters’ Guild for each member to pay a 
contribution equal to 20 per cent of his 
earnings, and all Cantonese carpenters are 
expected to join the Guild. But Ah Cutem, 

















| working almost exclusively for foreigners, 
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refused to join the combination, and in 
consequence he has been subjected to much 
annoyance by the lending members, who 
demanded of him the payment of $30, and 
also $30 from each of his two brothers. They 
all objected to pay. ‘The carpenters’ society 
is subordinate to the general Cantonese 
Guild, which ultimately took the matter in 
hand ; and afew daysagoa warrant was issued 
by the District Magistrate in the City for 
the apprehension of Ah Cutem to compel 
payment of his subscription, or “natty ” as 
it is called in England, to his trade society. 
Bofore the warrant could be executed, 
Ah Cutem being a resident in Hongkew, 
it had to be signed by the United States 
Consul, which was done by H. D. Bailey, 
Esq., on the understanding that before Ah 
Cutem was sent into the city he was to 
have a trial at the Mixed Court, He was 
arrested the day before New Year's day, 
and gave security for his appearance at the 
Mixed Court Tuesday, when the case 
was investigated. Messrs, Roberts and 
J. Riach, from Boyd and Co's, appeared 
and explained that the case was one 
seriously affecting foreign employers of 
Chinese labour, and asked the Court to 
protect Ah Cutem from the extortion which 
the Guild seemed determined to exercise. 
‘The foregoing facts having been elicited, Dr. 
Macgowan explained to the Chinese 
Magistrate that guilds, conducted as ap- 
peared to be the case in this instance, 
were oppressive and detrimental to tho 
progress of trade, for like some Trades 
Unions in Western countries they put the 
indolent, unskilfal and opium-simoking 
operators on an equality with the indus- 
trious, careful and ambitious workman. 
Ah Cutom and his brothers belonged to 
this latter class, and were anxious to bo 
allowed to pursue their avocation inde- 
pondent of the Guild, and he thought 
it was only proper that they should 
be allowed to do so. He expressed 
the belief that the District Magistrate 
had not been informed of all the cir- 
cumstances of the case when he issued 
the warrant, and thought that under the 
circumstances he would approve of the man 
being released. Chen, the Chinese Magis- 





trate, acquiesced in the view expressed by | , 


the Assessor, and Ah Cutem was accordingly 
released. Mr. Riach applied for him to be 
protected by the police from further moles- 
tation, and instructions were given by the 
Court that if he were subjected to any more 
annoyance he was to make a formal com- 
plaint against the offender, and it would be 
duly considered. 

‘The L. eC. Express says ‘in the list of 
those called to the Bar at the Inver Temple 
we note Mr. A. S. Hervey, B.A., of the 
China Consular Service.—We understand 
that Mr. Dundas Crawford is coming home 
on sick leave.” 

‘The Temperance Hall was crowded on 
Saturday night by one of the largest 
audiences ever seen within its walls, the 
occasion being the sixth of the fortnightly 
entertainments usually given during the 
winter season, and which have in fact now 
become an institution of theSettlement. Mr. 
C.P. Blethen, the president of the Temper- 
ance Society, occupied the chair, and song 
and music, duet and recitation, followed each 
other rapidly, affording much enjoyment. 


An address by the Very Rey. Dean Butcher 
filled up an interval agreeably, and was 
listened to with deep interest ; and another 
of the more noticeable features of the enter- 
tainment was s duet for pianoforte, played 
capitally by native ladies. 

‘The sixty-first performance by the A.D.C. 
of Shanghai (with the kind edoperation of 
several ladies), will as advertised be given 
on Thursday next. The proceeds will be 
devoted to the fund in aid of the distressed 
shareholders of the City of Glasgow Bank. 
‘The records of the A.D.C. having been 
burnt, season-ticket holders are requested 
to notify Mr. Little again what seats they 
wish to retain for this performance, and 
for the season, not later than to-day. 

‘The following awards have been given to 
Shanghai Exhibitors by the International 
Jury of the Paris Exhibition of 1878 :— 
Chu ‘Tao de Shaughai, Mention Honorable, 

(Classe 2! 
Douanes de Mention Honorable, 


Enere, Pinceaux, (Classe 10); Bambous 
Sculptés, (Classe 29); Costumes, (Classe 








38). 

G. B. ‘itover, Médaille d’Argent, Monnait 

(Clnsxe 1 

Kwan Wu, Mention Honorable, Papillons, 
4 












Soie, (Classe 34). 
impsou, Méiailte de Bronze, Porce- 
(Classe 20). 

xr, Médailie d’Argent, Porcelaines 





W. M. Tors 
(Clavse 20). 
W. M. Turner, Médaille de Bronze, Broderier, 
(Classe 36). 
Chu Pao de Hankow has also received a 
Mention Honorable, and the Chu Pao 
Association has further been awarded one 
Gold Medal, three Silver Medals, and one 
Mention Honorable.—A Silver Medal has 
been accorded in the Class 24 to the 
“Exposants de la Chine.” ‘This will per- 
haps be issued in the name of Tien Pao.— 
Comunicated. 

We are glad to hear that the subscription 
list for the Child's Paper, published by the 
J.M.W, Faruham, of Shanghai, is 

For the information of those 
who do not know either its appearance or 
usefulness, we may mention that it is a 
monthly illustrated magazi 




















increasing. 








ative youth, is 

crs. 
numerous, and the 
are instructive, anmsing, amoral, 
ms, and scientific. The M: 
now in its fourth year, and many of the 
missionaries say their native preachers find 
inits 
pages helpful in illustrating theirdiscourses, 
‘The price is almost nominal, and up-country 
parties could not do a better thing than 
take a few hundreds with them each trip, 
for distribution in the villages and boats 
near which they pass. ‘The labour would 
be trifling, while it is impossible to over- 
rate the amount of good that must follow 
such a dissemination of Western ideas 
among classes whom it is more than dif- 
ficult to reach otherwise. 

Our Wexcuow correspondent’s commu- 
| nication, published on another page, will 
doubtless be read with much interest by all 
concerned in extending foreign trade is 
China, especially by the opening up of 
new centres, To multiply the number of 
| “Outports,” as they are popularly termed, 


sized Chinese chia 
are 








accompanying 











































is of no use unléss trade is pushed in every 
way by every upright means ; and we there- 
fore endorse our corréspondent’s advice in 
the present instance with reference to the 
experiment with the Ywugning—Be 
patient and persistent, and the endeavour 
must succeed.” 

We learn from Newouwano of the death 
of the young King of Corea. It is possible 
that Rezents will be appointed to act 
under the Queen, who it is said is favour- 
able to Catholicism, and other advanced 
‘Western ideas. 

The Nacasakr Sun says Mr. Hanabusa, 
the Secretary for the Foreign Department, 
has arrived at Nagasaki from Corea by the 
Hiyei Kan, having successfully settled the 
affair of the protective duties with Corea, 
He will return to Tokio by the next mail 
steamer, the man-of-war waiting at Naga 
saki for orders. She also had on board the 
Fusan Consul ; it is expected that she will 
be ordered back to Corea.—The Rev. W. 
Andrews, of the Church Missionary Society, 
has arrived at Nagasaki as coadjutor with 
‘Mr. Maundrell, the pastor, who has been 
for some time considerably overworked.— 
It is confidently reported that on the 
Ist of April next the British Post-oftice 
will close in Japan, and all mails will 

ass through the hands of the Japanese, 

his, to very many, will be good news, 
and as the working of the Imperial Post- 
ofice has been proved to be thoroughly 
satisfactory, the change will no doubt 
meet with’ general approbation.—In. its 
naval news, the Sun says the U.S.S. 
Alert is ordered to San Francisco and 
would probably leave Yokohama this 
week, It is not unlikely that General 
Grant will visit Japan vory shoot, and 
that he will arrive here on board the U.8.S. 
Richmond, ‘Chis vessel, which was form: 
erly flag-ship on the South Atlantic sta- 
tion, will replace the Monongahela and 
become flag-ship on the Asiatic station, 
HA. R. M.S, Evmak is still under repair 
at Alcenoura. ‘The Japanese iron-clad 
Hiyci Kan and H. M, $. Egeria are the 
only other men-of-war in harbour, 

The London and China Express of the 
22nd November contains the following 
‘The feature of tho week at Hasmune, in 
commercial circles, has been the suspension 
of the old-established and well-known firm 
of William Pustan & Co., of Hamburg, 
Hongkong, Canton, and Shanghai. ‘The 
senior partner, Herr Wilhelm von Pustau, 

present in China. ‘The liabilities are 

‘ated at 12,000,000 marks, but the 
of them will not fall on German 

The banks concerned ate the 
Vienna Bank, the Ariglo-Deutsche Bank, 
ud the Hamburg branch of the Deutsche 
Bank of Berlin. The asscts aro said to 
be considerable, but probably they will 
occupy sone time in realisation, The 
Dusiaess of the Hamburg firm consisted 
in the exportation of goods to China 







































‘aud Japan, aud of bills of exchange oper- 
ations, ‘The firm has issued a circular, 
Geclaring its ability to discharge its obliga 


tions on condition of being granted a delay 
of one year’s duration. Negotiations with 
the creditors are in progress, but no reso- 
Jution is yet arrived at. 'In reference 
to the failure of Messrs. Donner & Co., 
who had considerable transactions with 
Messrs. William Pustan & Co., China, 
we understand that the liabilities on 
acceptances given for account of other 
firms amount to £120,000, a large por- 
tion of which will be met by the drawers. 
—The Hongkong Duily Press of the 30th 
December states that Mr. W. Pustau and 
Mr. C. M. Donner, partners in the firm of 
were adjndicsted bankrupts 

ve Supreme Court on their 
Mr. Toller appeared for 















last week in 
own application. 
the applicants. 

For a variety of news from the Our 
vorts, Saray, &e., sev other pages. 
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Gditoyial Selections. 


MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT IN SHANGHAI. 
A cance at a document recently pub- 
lished under the authority of the Muni- 
cipal Council reveals a somewhat un- 
expected position of affairs. When the 
“Revised Land Regulations” were in- 
troduced ten years ago, it was hoped to 
increase the position and stability of 
the Council by requiring what even 
thon seemed a somewhat high qualifi- 
cation for membership, namely, the pay- 
ment of taxes on an assessed rental of 
Taels 1,200 per annum, or of Taels 50 
direct in assessed Land taxes, indicating 
the ownership of land assessed, exclusive 
of buildings of any kind, at a capital 
value of Taels 17,000. Notwithstand- 
ing the time which the discussion of 
the proposed Regulations occupied, it 
was unfortunately the fact that they 
wore cradely and bastily put together, 
in the hope that what seemed to ‘the 
concoctors “plain English” would be 
moro easily comprebended by those 
who had to put them in execution. 
Unfortunately the gift of writing plain 
English is one of the rarest of accom. 
plishments, and was cortainly not pos- 
sessed by the drafters of the Regula- 
tions under which the foreign com- 
munity of Shanghai has to work. It 
was hence difficult at the time to 
fathom their meaning, and this difi- 
oulty can scarcely be said to have dimin- 
ished in practical working. The at- 
tempt at piainness, however, caused 
some of the provisions to be less 
fally debated than the circumstances 
of the case deserved, and in no 
respect is this more apparent than 
in the qualifications requisite for the 
exercise of the various franchises. 
Looked at from a distance, it might 
soem, as possibly it did seem to those 
who brought forward the original draft, 
that the high test required for mem. 
bership of the Council would guarantee 
that the executive would be kept in 
the hands of men having a permanent 
and real stake in the prosperity of the 
Settlements ; but a glance at the docu- 
ment recently issued will readily show 
that these hopes have uot met with 
due fulfilment,” and that the bun. 
dred and odd names returned by 
the Council as eligible for election, 
have further to. be reduced before 
wo can arrive at a fair judgment of the 
scanty list to which the responsibilities 
of Municipal government aro confined. 
Many, if not most, of the names are 
those of associates in copertueries, one 
only of whom is oligible, and a con- 
siderable section of the remainder are 
prevented by various circumstances 
from taking their place in the Council. 
Of tho few who still remain eligible, 
many have served over and over again, 
till the burden of service has become 
unbearable ; and apathy, and a willing- 
ness to i ave the general working of 
the Council to paid subordinates, has 
been the natural result. The real in- 
tellectual life of the Settlements, the 





body of men who form the backbone 
of our foreign community, is not to be 
sought for in the hundred and odd 
names of the eligilibities, and this for 
very obvious reasons. When the Revised 
Regulations were first introduced, the 
social life of Shanghai was of @ pecu- 
liar nature. ‘The business of the port 
was carried on by a comparatively few 
large firms, who, 2s a memento of 
Indian tradition, gathered all their 
employés under one roof; who bad 
moreover to act as their own bankers 
and their own warehousemen. Divi- 
sion of labour is, however, a condition 
of progress; and one by one the 
large firms of the older day have 
divided their establishments. ‘The 
juniors are no larger lodged within 
the all.comprehensive compound ; the 
treasuries, which, with their concomi- 
tants, increased the bulk and cost of the 
houses, have been removed or at best 
turned into cellars ; a large portion of 
the goods sent under consignment 
novor reach the private warehouses of 
the firm. Perhaps even the resident 
partner, finding bis neighbour closing 
up his sources of fresh air, has re- 
moved his private residence, and the 
location of the firm has dwindled 
toa godown, or tea room and a few 
offices. It is not to be supposed 
from all this that the individual mem- 
bers of the firm have less interest 
in the wellbeing of the place than 
formerly. The effect has been to divide 
this interest amongst a greater number. 
The number of householders has large- 
Jy increased ; real family life has arisen 
in place of the almost conventual style 
of former days; and whereas, fifteen 
years ago, only the heads of Inrge 
establishments could presume to take 
a lead in public matters, we now 
find a wholesome and growing com- 
monalty ready and willing to furtber 
the public life of the place. It is 
this class who now find themselves 
excluded by a Regulation, already 
cfete when it was passed ; and it is on 
the prompt admission of this class that 
we have to look for the revival of 
really energetic Municipal Goverument 
in Shanghai. 





ALTRUISM. 


Ir we listen to the conversation of 
a particular class of persons in China, 
and if we read certain English period- 
cals, we shall be struck with a pecu- 
liarity pervading both the talk and the 
literature, for which the new fashioned 
word Altruism is the best name. Noah 
Webster defines the word “ Altruistic” 
as “regardful of others,” “proud of 
or devoted to others,” and quotes as his 
authority for the adjective the Eclectic 
Reciew. In practice, the “ Altruist” 
caricatures the commands of the Highest 
and Wisest Authority, and treats the 
sublime lessons of self-sacrifice as the 
American Sectarians, who spent their 
days in playing wariles and trandling 
hoops, treated the Divine command to 
become as little children. The rule 


of the Altruist is invariably to take the 
part of those who desire to injure their 
own country or to damage their own 
class. If their own nation goes to war 
with another nation, they always begin 
by assuming their own nation to be 
wrong and the other to be right. 
Unhappily this doctrine has ruled for 
some years the counsels of the British 
Diplomatic Service in China, The 
representatives of a civilized power and 
a civilized ago volantarily shut their 
eyes to the fact that it was their duty 
vo lead and to set an example, and began 
by assuming the attitude of humble 
learners when they should have been 
guides and directors to the native states- 
men. The fact is that it is the merest 
folly and flattery to speak of this vast 
and venerable Empire having auything 
answering to what we understand by 
civilization; and it is sickening to hear 
men speak with awe of tho prejudices 
and corruptions of the Middle Kingdom 
as if every pile of dust that bad been 
allowed to collect in the nooks and- 
corners of the decrepid and worm-eaten 
political machinery was sacred and 
awfal, never on avy account tobe touched 
by the finger of Western Reform. 

If we listen to the old residents in 
China, and specially to those who have 
been connected with the service of 
Great Britain during those weary years 
when she had no foreign policy, we aro 
astonished at the number and im- 
portance of the concessions they aro 
prepared to make to the Chinese or to 
anybody. This is a good illustration 
of the practical results of Altruism. 
The basis of overy theory and the 
groundwork of all action is the axiom 
that probabilities are against our ever 

cing in the right. Thue, if any claim 
for money, however preposterous, is 
made on us, we must pay it with a 
smile. If a representative of our coun- 
try is insulted, or murdered, we must 
apologise for bis having been on tho 
spot at an unlucky time, and prom. 
ise not to send another envoy to the 
injured region. If a rival Power 
shows signs of aggression, we must 
employ our most sophistical writers to 
make out a case against ourselves 
and for our opponent. In the amusing 
sketch which most of us have re- 
read recently, called “ The Infernal 
Marriage,” there is a very clever scene 
wherein Tiresias, Proserpine, aud two 
other classical personages, play @ 
rubber of whist. Tiresias, the diplom- 
atist, advises his partuer to lead through 
his adversary’s ace. ‘Lo adversary, a 
novice at the game, hears the counsel 
and immediately acts on it. The result 
is what may be expected. Tiresias 
wine,aud quieUy remarks afterwards :— 
|“ There are exceptions to all rules, bat 
it seldom answers to follow the advice 
of an opponent.” ‘The whole question 
jof Altruism is settled by this incisive 
remark. Different nations and different 
people have various and conflicting 
interests, and as long as the world is 
occupied by the persons who uow people 
it, it will bo extremely unwise to take 
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the advice of those whose profit means 
our loss, and whose gain means our 
impoverishment. In an ideal world it 
may be safo to adopt this new code of 
morality, but in our preseut imperfect 
atate the representatives of Governments 
with conflictivg interests must look out 
for themselves. 

‘The apitit which is productive of so 
mach inconvenience in public affairs, is 
equally pernicions in the narrower 
limits of private life. ‘The Altraist is 
always making damaging concessions, 
always giving up “coigus of vantage,” 
and allowing others to score points 
which were really at his own command. 
Wo wish George Eliot would pourtray, 
with the finish and completeness which 
aro her special gifts, the bumourous 
side of the Altruist character. There 
is a caricature of tho spirit which dis- 
tinguishes these irritating porsons in 
tho portrait of Mrs. Jellaby, in “ Bleak: 
House.” Tho enthusiasm for remote 
‘claims, the charity which measures its 
object by thousands of miles and uever 
condesconds to the performance of a 
common everyday duty, aro forms of 
tho disease, and it is described as we all 
know in colours not likely to fade. On 
a large area, aud with vaster responsi- 
bilities, the perversity which allows a 
household to fall into hopeless muddle 
rnius a country, and jeopardizes the 
happiness and prosperity of millions. 











LORD BEACONSFIELD'S MANSION HOUSE 
SPEECH, 
‘Tne speech of the Earl of Beaconsfield 
at the Lord Mayor's dinner will be read 
with the keenest interest by Englishmen 
in all portions of the Empire, and the 
scattered dwellers iu cosmopolitan 
Settlements like our own will in all 
probability cut open their newspapers 
at the pages which contain the 
Premier's oration, and peruse it before 
thoy read anything else. ‘Tho disquiet 
and uneasiness which have beon lately 
apparent, will be dispelled by tho 
assurances the speech contains, and, as 
far as we can judgo by telegrams, 
events which have occurred siuco the 
9th of November, have all tended to 
corroborate the statements made at the 
civic banquet. ‘The Premier deals at 
once with tho great question of the 
success and durability of the Treaty of 
Berlin, Woe are informed every day 
by the Liberal newspapers and the; 
Liberal orators that it is a fiasco and a! 
failure; but here the ordinary reader is 
as good a judgo as the diplomatist, for, 
after all, it is a question of fact. Lord 
Beaconsfield calls attention to one im- 
portant point, viz., that if the grave 
matters which were settled at Berlin 
could have been settled in twenty- 
four hours, a Congress was uu 
necessary. They might have been 
settled by post or by the Queen’s 
messengers. But “ whenever a treaty 
hes emanated from a great Congress, 
it has always provided that a certain 
time should be allowed to carry the 








proceeds to answer the question. Has 
nothing been done during that time 
under the Treaty of Berlin? The 
reply is brief and satisfactory. Little 
more than three months have elapsed 
since the signature of the momentous 
agreement, and six results, all of them of 
-vastimportance, have beenattained : Ist, 
Russia has retired from Constantinople, 
which was within her grasp; 2nd, 
Russia has retired from the Straits of 
Gallipoli, second only in importance to 
Constantinople, and by some deemed 
equivalent to it; 3rd, Russia has re- 
stored to the Porte the city of Erzeroum 
which will soon be one of the strongest 
fortified ports in Asia Minor; 4th, the 
Sultan has surrendered his fortresses 
on the Danube; 5th, Batoum, which it 
was said would never be obtained ex- 
copt by a sanguinary civil war, has been 
given up without bloodshed; and 6th, 
Committees and Commissions formed 
of the most able subjects of the differ- 
ent states of Europe, are arranging the 
lines of demarcation for the recently 
created states and provinces. When 
such active political movements have 
been going on under the terms of the 
Treaty of Berlin, it is idle to say it is 
an inoperative document. With regard 
to the Afghan difficulty, of course it is 
impossible for us to have such distinct 
statements of results actually achieved. 
In the judgment of the Premier, the 
present North-west frontier of India is 
“a haphazard, not a scientific frontier.” 
There is little more than a hint given 
on the subject, but it is a hint of very 
pregnant significance. “We sball live, 
T hope, on good terms with our im- 
mediate neighbours, and not on bad 
terms, perhaps, with some neighbours 
that are more remote.” On tho subject 
of a possible invasion of India by an 
army marched through the passes of 
Asia Minor and through Persia, we do 
not think that there is need for special 
anxiety. Means are taken to prevent 
this occurrence by tho convention with 
‘Turkey and by the occupation of Cyprus. 
This of course we have heard over and 
over again, but the Premier places the 
acquisition of the island of Aphrodite 
in a new light when he applies to it 
the remarkable expression “a place of 
arms,” and speaks of it as “exercising 
a beneficial and moral influence upon 
the contiguous dominions of the Sultan.” 
We read these words, and immediately 
think of a certain island near the 
shores of a great and decrepid Empire, 
miserably governed. We mean the Em- 
pire of China. Cyprus is to be shown 
to Turkey as Hongkong is shown to 
China—as an epitome of all the admin- 
istrative virtues, a microcospo in which 
the ancient and corrupt State may see 
what good goverument is, a mirror at 
which it may dress itself. The compar- 
ison is not very encouraging, but the 
Chinese have toa certain extent realized 
the theoretical and practical merits of 
the system which obtains in the Colony. 
Aud there are failares in the parallel 
which give us hope for a happier result 























regulations into effect.” And then he 


in the case of the Ottoman Empire 


than that which we seo close at hand. 
‘Tho Tarks are not the Chinese, and we 
cordially expect that the auguries of 
Lord Mayor’s Day will be fulfilled and 
that Cyprus will be so well governed 
as to stimulate the Sultan to learn tho 
moral lessons wise rule inculeates aud 
to profit by those lessons. The closing 
portion of the speech was as vivid and 
brilliant as any of Lord Beaconsficld’s 
best efforts, He deprecated the idea 
that we were to decay or to suffer 
effacement, He denied that our lot 
would be that of Genoa, Venico or 
Holland; and avows his belie that 
1 nation of the character we had borne 
was more likely to creato empires than 
to give them up. 








@utports. 





TIENTSIN. 

‘The river is still quite free from ice, and 
steamers could come up to the Bund’ with 
the greatest ease. ‘The Chinese have said 
for a long time that it would not close this 
year before the 28th of the present month, 
which gives us still soveral days of grace, 
and, at writing, there are no special indica. 
tions of closing. 

The winter is opening with a succession 
of parties, which indicate the gayest winter 
this place has even known, All the gun- 
vessels in port are taking their partin these 
entertainments—three having been given by 
them, Others “on board” and “on shore” 
are projected. In addition, concerts and 
other public entertainments are likely to 
cep the tine so filled up as to quite dis 
pel the old-time quietness of Tientsin 

*he first concert is to be given to-morrow 
evening, the 20th, in aid of the Temperance 
Hall and the work connected therewith. 

Weather clear—not very cold, 

19th Dec, 





soocHow. 


There has been some excitement about 
the failures of some of the smaller banks in 
this city. ‘The AEAE bank recently bor- 
vowed of a Shansi man Taels 50,000, and the 
two proprietors and the head manager have 
absconded. A smaller place, a cash-shop, 
where the officials make deposits rAd, 
is also closed. At the head of the depart- 
ment for the sale of official buttons was 
Tung Taotai. He received Taels 6,000 for 
‘a button and deposited it here. He after- 
wards went and borrowed Taels 4,000 of 
this Imperial money, and they were afraid 
not to lend it. Since then Tung Taotai 
has died, and the Futai has come down on 
them for the Taels 6,000, sealing up the 
premises. Several other prominent places 
have been closed. 
4th Jan. 





wencnow. 

‘As hope has once more gleamed on us in 
the shape of prospects of a regular steam 
communication, in the exuberance thus 
engendered I sit down to address you. 

Tt hath come about this wise,—the Ning- 
po gentlemen coraposing the now celebrated 
Guild, foiled in their attempt to establish 
a monopoly for themselves and their 
friends through lekin arrangements, hit on 
the rather ingenious plan of striving to 
secure isolation and priority for their goods 
by running a lorcha, in which only such 
cargo as belonged to them, or the proceeds 
from which would be likely to redound 
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to their profit, was permited to be carried. 
The Wenchow people are no doubt slow 
and diftioult to rouse, but after awhile, like 
the proverbial worm, they thought it ex- 
pedient to turn; and the resuli is, I am 
told, the starting of the steamer’ which 
arrived here the day before yesterday. 
Backed by the most influential natives of 
the place, not unfavourably looked on by 
the officials, if only a little perseverance is 
expended, the prospects for the Yunguing 
establishing a trade and advancing the 
rosperity of this port seem very hopeful. 

she may not for one or two trips show any 
very large returns; indeed it is possible 
she will do little more than pay her way ; 
but it seems almost certain that if the 
time is kept up with rogularity and per- 
sistence, © comparatively short time will 
elapse ere not only a profitable return for 
her efforts will be acquired but it also 
ems highly probable that she will 
establish a position which future opposi- 
tion will find very hard to assail. The 
cargo, both export and import exists, 
and only requires to be centralized. Sup: 
ported as this steamer is by those who have 
hitherto been prominent in promoting its 
diffusion on behalf of their junks, it would 
soem that she sails under the most favour- 
able auspices for securing the required con- 
centration. Even at the risk of being 
tedious, I will once more venture to repeat 
the advice to those interested: Have 
patience, ena be not disheartened because 
one, two, or even three trips do not show 
auch profits as a too sanguine disposition 
might expect at the outset, 

he weather is charming and seasonable, 

although in the absence of those operatic 
and other festive attractions which Shang- 
hai offers, we have perhaps not had qnite 
0 gay a Christmas and New Year as has 
been vouchsafed to you, still we have not 
been unhappy; this doubtless you will 
admit shows a contented disposition. 

2nd Jamuary. 














FOOCHOW. 


‘The Herald says several American mis- 
sionaries have jnat returned from extended 
tours in the interior of the province— 
having visited all the large cities within a 
hundred miles south and ‘two hundred and 
thirty miles west of Foochow. ‘They re- 
port the people quiet and friendly through- 
out, and ths officials—so far as they came 
in contact with them—apparently well-dis- 
posed. ‘This is more especially the case at 
Yung Ang, where the local Magistrate 
showed much kindness, and informed them, 
with ovident pleasure, that he was the 
pop of the Chinese Minister to Great 

ritain, The large number of new dwel- 
lings and temples in process of erection 
indicates an increased degree of prosperity, 
and a few cities which a year ago were 
supplied with rice from Foochow are now 
shipping to other parts. ‘They also found 
that news of the rebellion in Kwang-si 
had reached the most out of the way 
places, and occasionally noticed a desire 
to get later reports among the better 
classes, ‘There is an increasing demand for 
everything in the line of general informa- 
tion and news. The tea region—two 
hundred miles up the river—has for several 
months been infested with robbers, who 
congregate at favorable places in the moun- 
tains, and frequently, with an armed force, 
surprise the unwary traveller. A catechist 
connected with the Methodist Mission, 
while on the way to his appointed field, 
was suddenly attacked by four armed men 
who hacked and thrust at him with their 
Jong knives till he fell unconscious on the 
road, when they smashed his boxes and 
carried off his clothes and a small amount 
of money. He was soon afterwards 
found by a Tingchon man, who procured 
a chair for him and sent him on, 20 
miles distant, to the nearest Magistrate. 
‘This official at once secured medical aid 





and comfortable quarters for him, in which 
the missionaries met him two weeks later. 
He had then sufficiently recovered to take 
up his appointment. ‘The Magistrate re- 
funded all his losses in effects and money, 
besides giving him much personal attention 
during his stay in the Yamén. After an 
interesting as well as arduous journey thus 
far, the missionaries were glad to take 
passage on a boat, which brought them to 
Foochow—nearly two hundred miles—in 
the remarkably short space of two days 
and a night. 








axoy. 

‘The Gazette says the Club Theatre was 
on the night of the 23rd December bril- 
liantly and tastefully decorated in honour 
of the guests invited by Captain Evans and 
the officers of H.MLS. Hart to a 
Ball. Dancing commenced at hal 
nine, and was kept up with great spirit 
until early hours next morning, The band 
of the Freya provided the music, and all 
present seemed to enjoy themselves im- 
mensely. This was due in a great measure 
to the tact and geniality of their hosts. 
‘The oficers of H.MLS. Hart would prob- 
ably be the first to admit the cordiality 
of their recoption in Amoy ; the com- 
munity, on the other hand, can rarely 
have seen their own hospitable efforts 
so pleasantly and so gracefully acknow- 
ledged.—On Christmas night, thieves brol 
into the official residence of the Taotai’s 
Deputy at Koolangsu, and plundered hi 
chest. of more than’ ls. 300, besides 
carrying off several hundred dollars’ worth 
of clothes belonging to himself and 
his assistant, It would appear that the 
money had been sent over to meet the 
expenses of the office contingent upon the 
coming New Year. No trace has yet been 
found of thethieves. Mr. Assistant Deputy 
Mao was asleep in the room where the 
money was. He is believed to have been 
Arugged by some mysteriously intoxicating 
perfume.—The same morning, the house 
of a British born subject, Mr. Choa Tek 
Hee, at Cheng-ah Boey, three miles from 
Amoy, was broken and entered by a gang 
of thieves. They carried away alinost 
everything ho had. In order to defend 
himself against these marauders he fired 
three shots with his revolver, and no doubt 
one of them was wounded, as he afterwards 
discovered traces of blood in his room and 
he was himself badly hurt. His loss was 
about $1,500. This is very unfortunate, as 
he was then making arrangements to come 
and live in Amoy. 



























HONOKONG. 

According to reports of Police Court pro- 
ceedings, published in the Hoagkong papers, 
it would seem that discovery has been made 
of the origin of the recent fire in that 
Colony. On the 30th ult., Edward Fisher, 





aged thirty-seven, described as a general 
store-keeper, was brought before Mr. 
Creagh, the sitting magistrate, on a warrant 
charging him with unlawfully, maliciously, 
and feloniously setting fire to a certain 
house, No. 3, Hing Lung Street, on the 
25th ult., with intent thereby to’ defraud 
the Laneashire Insurance Company of the 
stim of $5,000, the amount the goods in the 
said house were insured for. The prisoner 
was arrested by Inspector Matheson at the 
office of Messrs. Arnhold, Karberg & Co., 
the Agents of the Insurance Company. 
The prisoner has undergone two or three 
examinations, some of the witnesses stating 
that on previous days they saw goods being 
removed from the house, which was used as 
a general store. At the termination of the 
last examination, prisoner was further re- 
manded, ard not being then able to find 
bail, which the Magistrate expressed his 
willingness to accept in two sureties of 
$1,000 each, was locked up. 

‘The Daily Presssays the Chinese Minister 








to Germany, H.E. Low Wan-shung, arrived 








at Hongkong by the Jast French mail. His 
brother, an expectant Taotai, came down 
from Canton to receive him.’ Friday, the 
27th ult., the Governor entertained the 
Chinese Minister and his brother to dinner 
at Government House. Amongst those 
present_were FE. the Spanish Minister, 
Major-General Donovan, Mr. E. J. Reed, 
BLP., Hon, O. May, the French Consul, 
Mr. Ng Choy, and ‘several other gentle- 
men. ‘The Chinese Minister and suite and 
his brother went up to Canton on the 
following day, He intends to remain in 
Canton for some days, and will then go to 
Peking. 





NAGASAKI. 


The Rising Sun of the 28th ult, says 
Christmas weather set in a day too late, 
but its arrival has tinged the trees with 
white and made the season wintry indeed. 
It is not often winter in Nagasaki cor- 
responds so entirely with what home notions 
of Christmas are, but this year we cannot 
complain, for the last day or two has called 
ulsters into requisition and led to large 
consumption of coal.—On the 26th ult, a 
serious fire occurred at the Patent. Slip, 
where it appears a stove had been lighted 
for the first time in some buildings which 
had just been completed, and were intended 
to have been used as offices. The steamer 
No. 1 was on the Slip at the time, and tho 
conflagration threatened to reach the ship, 
but fortunately was subdued before any 
further damage than the entire destruction 
of the offices was inenrred.—On the 23rd 
ult, all the little folks in ‘the settlement 
were invited to the English Consulate, 
where about forty of them sat down to @ 
sumptuous tea, and were afterwards enter- 
tained from alarge Christmas ‘ree, The 
presents were numerous and handsome, 
well calculated to suit the tastes of cach 
and all, and must have gladdened the 
hearts of the little ones, who went home 
Jaden with toys and no doubt well pleasod 
with the kindness of their host and hostess, 





H1060. 

‘The News says snow is beginning to ap- 
pear on the summits of the hills along the 
coast, and even in this neighbourhood it 
to be found in patches on the hill tops. It 
is extraordinary how variable the weather 
has been for some time past. No sooner 
does one begin to congretulate one’s self on 
the weather being “settled at last,” than 
there comes a nasty, damp, gloomy day, 
making everybody yloomy ‘and snappish. 
Skaters are beginning to look up their irons, 
and there is every probability that’ before 
long they will have an opportunity of dis- 
playing their skill in the graceful and 
health-giving art, on some of the many 
ponds among the hills. Several days. ago 
ice was found from a quarter to half an inch 
thick on the pools, and one or two good 
sharp frosts would do much towards pro- 

‘ing the means of enjoying this pleasant 

sport during the coming holidays. 

Several changes have taken place of late 
amongst the members of the Consular corps. 
Mr. J. Mackrill-Smith has succeeded Mr. 
Simpson as Acting-Consul for Portugal, 
Mr. Love has taken Mr. Jenkins's place as 
‘Acting-Consul fer Belgium, and Mr. En- 
dicott takes over the duties of Acting-Con- 
sul for the Hawaiian Kingdom. Dr. Focke, 
who has had charge of the interests of the 
German Empire in Kobe for over seven 
years, returns to his native land on leave of 
absence wellearned. He is to be succeeded 
by Mr: Von Knobloch, who is already 
favourably known here. “Mr. Gebauer goes 
to Tokif, it is believed. 























OSAKA. 

‘The Osaka correspondent of the Hiogo 
Neirs says that according to the police re- 
ports, the fire of the 16th ult. was not nearly 
so disastrous as was stated. The police 
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give the number of houses burnt as 92, and 
of buildings pulled down 11. If the Eu- 
ropean Fire Brigade had gone to the scene 
of the corfagration, the fire would have 
been confined within a very limited space ; 
but owing to some short-sighted policy of 
the Governor's, the Brigade has been re- 
quested not to attend fires off the Conces- 
sion, There are four full-sized Shand and 
‘Mason engines in the town, besides the one 
in use, but they are never brought out into 
daylight even. ‘Two steamers moored in 
the river were badly scorched, and one junk 
was actually on fire, but the flames were 
extinguished by the police. The Conces- 
sion was for some time in great danger, as 
flaming shingles were being carried by ‘the 
high wind which was blowing as far as 
Korai-bashi, a distance of a mile and a half. 
A number of professional thieves were 
captured, dressed as firemen. The accid- 
ents to firemen, which occur atnearly every 
fire here, arise from the stupid practice they 
have of standing on the roofs of houses ad- 
jacent to the fire. They get blinded by the 
‘smoke and very often fall into the flames. 





YOKOHAMA. 

The Gazette says that the unfortunate 
Nil, wrecked some years ago off Cape Idzu, 
has lately been, together with all the 0 
remaining on board of her, sold as she lies 
by Messrs. Bourne & Co, for a sum of 
$860, Mr. Edward Schnell being the pur- 
chaser. 

The same paper says :—‘' We have to 
amounee the safe arrival of Mr, R. T. 
Rennie, who has been appointed Judge in 
H.B.M.'s Court in Japan. The appoint- 
ment to this important post is received with 
satisfaction by Her Majesty's subjects, as 
Mr. Rennie happily combines sound law 
with gonial manners, and his long practical 

juaintance with the various points in 
litigation, which so often recur in our 
Court, will be of great advantage to the 
commercial public.” 

Ref ing to Mr. Wilkinson, the Gazette 
We also desire to offer a respect- 
ell to Mr. H. §, Wilkiuson, who 
has presided over our law court so log. 
Wo are sorry that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment did not give him a legal appointment 
under the new Order in Council, and all 
will regret that his legal talent and attain- 
ments, and earnest painstaking judicial 

walities are not to be utilized. Mr. 
Wilkinson will, however, be no doubt glad 
of a respite from his labours, as the con- 
sular duties are onerous enough to employ 
all the time of the official who has care of 
them ; and to have, in addition, the charge 
of judicial affairs made the strain excessive 
and exhausting. When Mr. Wilkinson 
resigns the seat he now occupies to his 
successor under the Order in Council, he 
will have the satisfaction of knowing that 
his administration of justice has earned for 
him the sincere respect and esteem of the 
community of Yokohama, and that his 
Jabours do not pass without appreciation 
both genuine and honest.” 

It is with deep regret that the Gazette 

ves publicity to a report that the Imperial 

jovernment are negotiating a loan with the 
representatives of some foreign capitalists, 
and that the latter should be so disloyal as 
to entertain finaucial proposals of this 
character until certain pending question 
is settled ; a question that will form a 
crucial test of the validity of the agreements 
made, and securities given by Japanese for 
advances. “With the legal merits of this 
particular case,” says the Gazette, “we do 
not deal, but we are of opinion that no 
British, or other foreign capitalists should, 
at the present moment, make any loans 
without the most satisfactory and positive 
proof that any securities given will be in- 
alienable—a condition which is now open 
to grave doubt. That a certain loan was 
raised during the summer caused great 
surprise to the foreign community, but we 



























hope that repayment will be made without 
recourse to the law courts, and that the 
securities given will be unquestioned. We 
think the bankers and agents of capitalists 
should take an example from the Chinese, 
and, by a loyal combination in the interests 
of right and justice, show that, national 
credit and national honour must be wholly 
above suspicion.” 

‘The case of Jardine, Matheson & Co. +. 
Goto Shojiro, is still’ progressing in the 
native Superior Court at Tokio. 

‘Thres cheques for a total sum of $9,750, 
a.compradore’s order for $176, and a draft 
on Messrs. J. S. Morgan & Co. of London 
for £110, were one day recently advertised 
as having been stolen (where from was not 
stated), and stops were, of course, at once 
taken fo render the documents valueless, 
Next day a Chinese office boy in the emplog 
of the Hongkong and Shanghai Ban! 
Corporation confessed to having taki 
documents, and that, fearful of th 
sequences, he had burnt them. ‘The culprit, 
has been’ given into custody, and the 
Chinese Consul will have to ‘adjudicate 
upon the first criminal case which has 
arisen since his appointment. 
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ABSTRACT OP PEEING GAZBTTES. 
Nov. 8th.—(1) A decree. Wu Tsan- 
ch’eng (4a FFq is appointed President 
of the Banqueting Court, but is directed to 
continue to act as Governor of Fuhkieu. 


(2) Lu Chwan-lin (BEEBE) is named 
Profect of Lien-chow-fu (fie HN Hip), in 


Kwangtung. 

(8) Ming An, the Acting Military Gov- 
ernor of the provinee of Kirin, in Manchu- 
ria, submits @ memorial recommending the 
reorganization of the civil administration of 
his province on the model adopted in the 
provinee of Sheng-king two years 
No sort of order, he begins by stating, 
exists in Kirin; ‘brigandage is the rec- 
ognized state of things ; the people have 
grown accustomed to it, and accept lawless- 
ness and insecurity of life and property as 
tho normal condition of the province. It 
is better, he argues, to strike at the root of 
things ; better to remove the source of evil 
than to attempt to deal with the evil itself ; 
better to govern the people properly, than 
to inflict punishment for the results of 
misgovernment. ‘The province of Kirin, he 
points out, is more than 2,((00 fi from East 
to West, and the same distance from North 
to South. ‘The great bulk of the popula- 
tion is Manchu ; civilization is unknown in 
the remoter regions ; might is right; and 
robbery and incendiarism are taken as a 
matter of course. At present in the cities 
and districts lying to the North-west of the 
province, the control of the people is 
entrusted to Manchu Military Officials, who 
care merely for martial accomplishments ; 
who know nothing about civil government ; 
and who frequently, even, are ignorant of 
theChinese language. Very beneficialresults 
have followed upon the changes instituted 
by the former Military Governor of Sheng- 
King ; to adapt oneself to the circumstances 
of the times, and not adhere blindly to a 
fixed rule, is the policy which may be now 
profitably pursued. After frequent delib- 
erations with the late Governor-General of 
Shong-kiny, and after taking the advice of 
persons in a position to forma just opinion, 
the conclusion come to by the memorialist is 
that in a vast tract of country thickly 
populated, no sort of order can rule unless 
there be ‘officials specially appointed to 
govern the people. Times and_circum- 
stances have changed, and it is better to 
adapt oneself to these, than to “continue 




















obstinately along. certain road, until one's 
carriage is overturned.” The changes which 
suggest themselves as more pressing are 


. | duty usually taken if the 


that Prefects, Magistrates, and subordinate 
civil officials, should be appointed in such 
districts as are more thickly populated, to 
supersede the Manchu military authorities 
in purely civil affairs ; the latter boing left 
to deal with the suppression of brigandage, 
and Manchu matters. The memorialist 
proposes to proceed very gradually; any 
extra expense incurred in earrying out the 
suggested modifications should be borne by 
the province itself ; the pay of civil officers, 
the construction of offices, tho building 
of city walls, should all come out oi 
the taxation of the several districts, and 
cireumspectionsnust be exercised in devising 
the best means of raising a revenue. With- 
a view to that end, the memorialist is desd 
patching officers to survey the uncultivated 


ands about Shu-li Ch'ang, 2 HYD, 
Mayen Ho, (fG QE ja) and a-k’o-tun 








° | Cheng (fig Fz 24 HA), in order that it may 


be asceriained what revenue may be derived 
from the land-tax. The general plan for 
remodelling the government of the province 
is embodied in the four articles annexed, 
which the memorialist begs may be referred 
to the proper Boards for consideration. 
[The four articles roferred to are not 
wublished.] Reseript: Let the proper 
Boards eotisider and report. 

(4) ‘The Governor of Shansi requests that 
from November, 1878, to July, 1879, no tax 
be levied in the province of Shansi on oxen 
used in agriculture. ‘The Government of 
the province has sont officials to purchase 
cattle, but it is only amongst the very 
poorest farmers that these can he distri- 
buted. ‘Those who have any means of their 
own must purchase animals for themselves, 
Of late years the cattle fairs have been but 
poorly attended; the cattle tax and the 
price of fodder combined have deterred 
dcalers from bringing in their stock. ‘The 
romission of the duty will, it is hoped, 
encourage dealers to attend the fairs in 
greater numbers, and it would be well 
worth while to forego the small amount of 

farmers aro put 
in the way of resuming their agricultural 
operations :—Granted by Rescript. 

Nov. Jth.—(1) Court Circular. Pao 
Hong, Lioutonant Governor (Treasurer) of 
Shansi, pays his respects on arrival in Pe- 
king. “Ho has eudicnco tho same day. 

(2) A Decree, At the end of last year 
We issued a Decree commanding "the 
Heads of Departments to go regulary to 
their respective offices, punctually to the 
hour, so that they might give good example 
to their subordinates. Of Inte We havo 
frequently questioned the Heads of Depart- 
ments who have come before Us, and they 
have invariably roplied that they attend 
daily at their respective offices. At the 
same time, careful inquiry in other quarters 
shows that they have relapsed into the old 
groove, Some go to their offices once in a 
time, while others attend for a few minutes 
merely as a watter uf form. If any docu- 
ment has to be prepared, they either make 
the Secretaries bring it to their private 

sidences, or they look through it and 
sign it in’the outer office; but how is it 
possible in a few seconds to give any 
document the attention it deserves? ‘The 
Presidents of the various Boards are under 
heavy obligations to the State for the 
favours they have received, and should 
exert themselves to give evidence of their 
gratitude. Instead of so doing, they take 
their ease, and manifest no interest in 
their duties, treating Our commands and 
warnings as a merely formal utterance of 
words. ‘Thus is it that arrears of business 
accumulate, and abuses continue to exist. 
To make light of most important duties 
has grown to be the rule, For the future 
We require the Heads of Departments to 
give implicit obedience to Our commands. 
Thoy must attend regularly at their offices 
and give careful consideration to the busi- 





























ness before them, that thus the efforts of 
the State in the Government of the country 
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may be seconded. These commands are 
to bo made generally known. 

(3) Preng Yi-lin, Inspector General of 
the Yangtsze, sends up a long memorial 
jiving his opinion in a matter that has 
een the cause of much dispute in the 


district of Wa-ch’ang (ty BH) in Hu- 
peh. A narrow inlet at a place called Fan- 
Row, (ME ) on the Yangtsze, admits the 


water into the low lying lands, which are 
annually submerged for hundreds of miles. 
‘This inlet it is the interest of the agricul- 
tural population to close, while the fishing 

jeople claim that it should remain open. 
Prong Yi-lin having received instructions 
while at Kwa-chow to proceed to the spot 
and view matters for himself, states that 
immediately on the receipt of his orders he 
started off in an ordinary boat, dresse 
‘vate individual, and in this ch 
carried on his enquiries. He begins by 
describing the locality. Inland, south of 


the river barks, is the Lian-tzit Inke (SE 


F- HH), in the contre of which lies an 


island with a village of considerable dimen- 
ions. When the Yangtsze is low, the 
circumference of the lake is about 100 miles, 
and from the lake radiate in every direc: 
tion creeks and channels forming water 
communication with districts north, cast, 
south and west, The whole of this water 
system is fed through the Fan-k’ow inlet. 
Th Summer when the Yangtsze rises, the 
‘whole country bordering on the lake is laid 
under water, and the suffering of the peo- 
ple who are driven away by the flo 
something indescribable. Of the submerged 
tracts, about one half lie in the district of 
Wu-ch’ang Hsien ; if the people could be 
guaranteed immunity from floods, they 
would every year put over 300,000 tan of 
seed into the ground, In a fairly good 
ear this would yicld a crop of over 
3,000,000 tax of grain, ‘This in the 
chang district alone and the other districts 
together would yield an equal quantity. 
‘Thus the annual production of 6,000,000 
tan of grain depends entirely on the con- 
struction of a dyke at the Fan-k’ow inlet, 
With a dyke the people will have this 
amount of food ; without it, the weak must 
dic, and the sturdy live by robbery. The 
arguments in support of constructing a dyke 
are sufliciently convincing, but yet there 
are those who hold different views; and 
for this reason :—A_ portion of the popula- 
tion makes a living by fishing, and to them 
the closing of the inlet means the loss of 
theit livelihood. Moreover, the local traders 
fear that land transport would cost them 
more than water carriage. ‘This is true to 
a certain extent, but the interests of a 
small minority cannot be allowed to out- 
weigh those of the bulk of the population. 
After giving the maiter his most careful 
consideration, the conclusion he has come 
to is that tho old dyke between Hwang-poh 
Shan ( [Lp and Fan-k’ow should be 
rebuilt on its old foundations, and that a 
stone sluice should be constructed inside 
the entrance of the Fan-k’ow inlet, in order 
that the water may be let in or out as 
circumstances render necessary. [A Decree 
in the Gazette of the 26th October instructed 
the Governor-General of Hu-kwang to 
carry out P’eng Yii-lin's suggestions.] 


(4) A supplementary memorial from the 
same official requests that the acting 
Magistrate of Wu-ch’ang Hsien, Liu Tus 


ch'ing (3) $5 BE) by name, who had 


been deprived of his rank in connection 
with the above affair, may be pardoned, 
considering that his action, reprehensible 
though if was, proceeded froin good 
motives. a 

(6) Cheng Fu (GAP), the newly ap- 
pointed Judicial Commissioner of Kwang- 
tang, reports having taken over the seals 
of office on the 4th of August last, 



































Nov. 10th.—(1) Sing-lien (ix) is 
appointed Assistant Supervisor of Instrue- 
tion. 

(2) A Decree directs that ten sticks of 
Tibetan incense be burnt at the temple of 
the River God by way of thanksgiving for 
the safety of the banks of the Grand Canal 
up to the Shwwang-kiang period. 

Nov. 11th.—(1) Weng T'ung-ho, member 
of the Censorate ; T’o-yiin, Lieut.-General 
of the Bordered Yellow ‘Banner ; Wang 
Wen-shao, Vice-President of the Board of 
Ceremonies ; and Ch'eng-lin, Comptroller 
of the Imperial Household, are permitted 
to ride within the forbidden city. 

(2) The Governor-General of Hu-kwang 
reports the execution of the ringleaders of 
aband of marauders who had taken ad- 
vantage of the distress caused by the 
famine in Honan to pillage the country in 
‘Téng-chow, on the border between Hupeh 
and Hunan. The officers who distinguished 
themselves on the occasion are recom- 
mendet for favourable notice. 

(8) The same officer reports the arrest 
and summary execution of one T’an Yé- 
yin, an expectant Magistrate, who had 
given himself out to be commissioned to 
buy timber for gunboats; and to aid 
him in his purpose had ‘forged a seal 
and letter of instructions. He had already 
cut down timber to the value of several 
thousand tacls, and made it up into rafts, 
when he was discovered and apprehended. 
‘The scene of his crime was the district of 


i-yang Ge and there he was put to 
death. 

(4) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chihli, requests that the Magistrate of Wu- 
Kiao Hsien, Wu Chi-kiin RAB. ) by 
name, whose button had been removed for 
malpractices in connection with the famine 
relief operations, may be forgiven his mis- 
deeds in consideration of the zeal he has 
displayed since the commission of his 
offence. Request granted. 

(3) Wen Koh, Governor of Shantung, 
who had been directed to report upon the 


fitness of General Ch’én Tsé-fu (BR -FE iB) 
for the post he now holds of Brigadier 


General at Téng-chow CEM), states that, 


the opinion he formed after personally con- 
versing with the officer in question is that 
he is scarcely suited for the post ; not that 
any charge has to be brought against him, 
but because, considering the importance of 
the duties to be performed and the respon- 
sibility of the situation, the man is hardly 
ays to the requirements expected of him. 
e 














by decree in the Gazette of the 26th Oct., 
was directed to come to Peking and 
have audience.) , 

Nov. 12th—(1) Court Circular.—T’e- 
erh-ch’ing-ah receives his parting instruc- 
tions before leaving to take up his post 
as Commandant of the forces at Tarbagatai. 

(2) The Governor of the Metropolitan 
Prefecture reports a fall of over an inch of 
snow. 

(8) A Decree. The Governor of Honan 
reports the arrest and summary decapita- 
tion of a man named Li Chang-ho, who 
had been found guilty of decoying away 
unhappy women and girls rendered home- 
less by the famire, whom he used for his 
own vile purposes, or disposed of to others. 
At the time of his capture over forty 
‘women were set at liberty. Let the Gov- 
ernor continue to be on the look-out for 
such cases, and punish the offenders with- 
out mercy. Now that there are so many 
homeless creatures wandering over the 
country, it is possible the same thing 
is going on in other Provinces. Let the 
authorities be on the watch and show no 
mercy to the guilty. 2 

(4) A Decree. Yen-siin, Liout.-General 
at Jehol, requests that sacrifice may be 
made to the deity of the Lung-shén temple, 
in the city of Ch’eng-té-fu, who sent down 

















rain immediately that prayers were offered 





up. Let the local authorities make sacrifice 
every spring and autumn. 

(3) The Governor-General of the Yellow 
River requests that a tablet may be put up 
in honour of the River God. He states 
that during the transmission of relief rice 
from Tientsin to Honan, whenever difi- 
culties were encountered on account of 
shallows, wind, or rain, the River God 
interposed in the most unmistakeable ma 
net 50 thatthe transport of grain went on 
without hindrance. Let. the proper offico 
prepare a tablet for the Governor-General 
to erect in the temple of the River God. 

(6) A Decree. The Board of Works re- 
quests that the province of Shantung may 
be called upon to make good a deficit of 
50,250 taels which it owes on account of 
the construction of the tomb of the late 
Emperor and the late Empress. Let the 
Governor of the Province make good the 
amount without delay ; and should ho be 
unable to send the whole amount at once, 
let him send up 20,000 or 30,000 taels 
before the end of the year, 

(7) A Decree. Let the Beileh Ts 
cheng, (son of the Princo of Kung), pro- 
ceed with ten officers of the Guard, to offer 
libations at the coffin of Ying Han, whose 
body has now reached Peking, 

(8) In consequence of certain disturbances 
in the province of An-hwei, in 1876, the 
people in several districts fortified their 
villages and put up stockades. When 
order had been restored, it was feared that 
evil-doers would make’ use of these en- 
trenched places as a base of operations, 
and the Governor of the province deputed. 
certain officials to take them one by one, 
and allow only those whose headmen were 
persons of good reputation to stand ; the 
others were to be levelled, and the oc- 
cupants were to be enrolled in the register 
of the nearest authorized stockade, In 
this manner the disaffected districts have 
been reduced to order, and all bad charac 
tera driven out of the place. ‘The officials 
recommended to favourable notice as having 
been most zealous in carrying out the 
orders of the Governor are Lu Sien-siin 


(REBAR), sub-Pretect of Shou-chow 
(BAN); Ho Tingchao (fr BEG), 


sub-Prefect of Su-chow ({97 }H); and 
Mea Chung-pien (BSH), Maintrato 
of Ying-shang (@f_E 4.) 


(9) Yii-lu, Governor of Anhwei, trans- 
mits the prayer of P’an Ting-sin, the Inte 
Governor of Yiinnan, that he’ may be 
allowed to defer his attendance at Court 
until he has recovered from his present ill- 
ness, On vacating his post in Yiinnan, he 
obtained permission to return to his native 
province of Anhwei to repair the fumily 
tombs, on the completion of which du, 
he should have proceeded to report hinmelf 
at Peking. 

Noy. 13th.—(1) An extra month's pay is 
granted to the troops in and about Peking, 
as is customary every winter. 

(2) The sum of fifty taels per month for 
the three winter months is granted to the 
officials employed in the Historiographer's 
Department, over and above their regular 





























PYG) Ya Shih, Imperial Agent at Si-ning, 
and recently appointed acting Lieutenant 
General at Urumtsi, is permitted to retire 
on account of ill-health; in his stead 


Kung Tang (28 PH) is to act as Lieut- 
enant-General at Urumtsi. 

(4) The officers on duty on the 10th 
instant, on the occasion of the destruction 
by fire’ of one of the granaries known as 
Pei-hsin-ts'ang in Peking, are handed over 
to the proper Board for punishment, and 
are directed to make good the damage 
caused by the frre. 

(@) The Governor of Kwang-si recom- 
mends for the vacant post of sub-Prefect 


of Ning-ming Chow (99 Hf), on the 
borders of An-nam, an officer named 
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Wang Ping-shén (=F G94Hh), who is in 


every respect well-suited for the post. ‘This 
sub-Prefecture is at all times an important 
one, but particularly so at the present 
moment, when the disturbed state of affairs 
on the border render measures of precaution 
a matter of urgency. 

(€} The Governor of Shantung, in 
obedience to instructions issued at’ the 
instance of the Board of Revenue, reports 
on the condition of the spirit trade in the 
province, He is of opinion that the plan 
suggested by the Board for gradually 
closing the distilleries is preferable to a 
sudden interdict on the trade, By way of 
putting a stop to the excessive waste of 
foud Which spirit distilling entails, the 
Governor proposes to have all the distill- 
eries now open, registered. Licenses will 
be issued to each, and as these will not be 
transferable nor new ones hereafter issued, 
the result expected is that the trade will 
gradually die out. In this way considera- 
tion will be shown to the trade, while, at 
the same time, the interests of the people 
at large will be consulted. So much grain 
kept out of the distilleries will be so much 
food-stuff saved. ‘The proposal, therefore, 
is that from the present year the xisting 
establishments will be allowed to die out, 
while no new ones will be permitted to be 
opened, 

Nov. 14th.—(1) Si Ch’ang (E = is 
given the rank of Lieutenaut-General, and 
appointed Imperial Agent at Si-ning. 

(2) The Governor of Au-hwei forwards a 
petition from the gentry of Féng-yang-fu 
‘aud Ying-chow praying that sacrifices may 
be offered to the Inte Famine Commissioner 
in Honan, Yuan Pao-heng, in the temple 
already ereeted in memory of his father. The 
father had been Superintendent of the Grain 
‘trangport, and had greatly distinguished 
himself in’ operations against the rebels in 
the province of An-hwei ; his son attached 
himself to him, and was always to be seen 
in the thickest of the fight. For his bravery 
the Emperor ‘l’ung-chih conferred upon 
him the order of the Baturt. With the 
_greatest grief the gentry of the districts in 
which Yuan Pao-heng displayed so anuch 
valour, have heard uf his death while 
superintending relief operations in Honan ; 
and they earnestly pray that orders may be 

ven that. sacrifices be offered to him at 





























the same time as to the father. Granted. 
(8) The Military Governor of Kirin re- 
ports the gunmaary execution of three police 
0 


rumers in the district of Petuné. 
of them, on a 





1 of fighting ont their quarrel in 
the streets of a village called Ku-yii-Shu. 
he inhabitants were thrown in such a 
ate of alarm that in broad daylight they 
tes of tho walls. On another 
jer having failed in a 
on a house, when tivo of 
hig hired band were made prisoners, pro- 
ceeded the next day with an armed’ force 
to rescue his companions, and improved 
the occasion by breaking into an inn and 
robbing the owner. ‘The village of Ku 
Dut a mind wall; but in-that it is 
deuce of a sub-Prefect the vtfence 
of making a raid into the place is in the 
eyes of the Jaw the same as if the scene of 
the crime had been a walled eity. 

(4) Tso Tsung-tang, the Governor- 
General of Shensi and Kansuh, recommends 
the present Tavtai of the Kan-liang eireuit 
for the vacancy at Si-ning. He had pn 
viously recommended the Prefect of Si 
ning for the post of Taotai there, but the 
Board of Civil Otfice pointed out that 
ig to regulation Si-ning is a post to 
be provided for by transferring a ‘Taotai 
from elsewhere, and not by promoting a 
subordinate official. He also requests that 
a Tavtai may be appointed to the Kan- 


Jiang circuit to replace Tieh-shan| FM ), 
teansferred to Si-ning. 





























































() Tso Tsung-t’ang refers for favourable 
consideration an application made to him 
that a certain girl who died in 1469 may be 
canonized. Whenever rain has failed, 
prayers offered up at the shrine of the 
* girl-angel” at Pa-mi Shan have usually 
been successful. An enquiry into the 
earthly history of the girl-angel shows that 
she was born in the capital of Kansuh, and 
during her childhood lived an exemplary 
life ; she was guiltless of a smile or any sort 
of levity ; but, on the contrary, spent the 
livelong day in doing her duty. Arrived 
at maidewhood, her mother wished to 
betroth her, but the girl refused to marry, 
and betook herself to the Pa-mi hills, where 
she gave herself up to religions exercise, 
and nourished herself on spiritual food until 
she was transformed into an angel. After 
she had left this world, the people of the 
locality found that an’ appeal to her was 
invariably answered, and a temple was built 
in her honour. During the recent dry 
season, prayers for rain were always granted, 
thus showing that although hundreds of 
years have now gone by, the maiden still 
Watches over the locality.’ The memorialist 
is of opinion that she may well be included 
in the calendar, and proposes that, for the 
future, sacrifices may be offered to her 
every spring and autumn, Rescript :—Let 
the Board of Ceremonies report upon the 
matter. 

(6) The Governor of An-hwei requests 
that honours may be done to the memory 
of a woman who, after the death of her 
husband, Veeame unconscious and remained 
more or less in that state for a period of 
nine years. She then suddenly seemed to 
come round, burst a blood vessel, and 
died 

Nov. 15th.—(1) A Decree. Li Hung- 
chang, Yen King-ming, and Tseng Kuo- 
ts'tian'submit a memorial requesting that 
rewards may be conferred on those officials 
who have exerted thémselves in the famine 
relief operations in Shansi. Shansi has 
suffered more than the other provinces, 
and much work has been thrown upon its 
officials. As We directed that those who 
failed in their duty should be severely 
Punished, so it is right that those, who 
have shewn zeal and worked conscientiously 
should be rewarded. When all is over with 
the famine, let the most deserving ofticers 
who have been connected with the relief 
operations be recommended for rewards. 
‘This is not to be taken asa precedent by 
other provinces. 

(2) Li Hung-chang requests that a tablet 
may be placed in the temple of the River 
God at Chang-chia-k’ow (Kalyan), in 
tude for the protection afforded whenever 
the place has beon in danger from torrents 
and freshets. Let the proper oftice pre- 
oro a tablet to be put up in the 
temple. 

(3) Li Hung-chang recommends that 


f [LEZx), the present 
ai 


Shik-pen (fF 
Magistrate of the ‘Tientsin district, be 


transferred to the Chiing-yuan district (jf 


BLA, which is the most important in 
the province. 

(4) The Governor of Kwangsi gives an 
aceount of the proceedings of a band of 
lawless ruttiaus who in June and August 
fast caused sume alarm in the district 
of (BBUF) Hwai-yuan in Kwangsi. 
On the first occasion they were quickly 
disposed of, but unfortunately the chief, 
Wu K’ai-sien EBD by name, made 
wd his escape. Colonel Yang Taichi 
left « small forve at Pai-kuo-tsim (4 SR 
ap. to guard against the return of the 
brigends, notwithstanding which Wu K’ai- 
sien reappeared in August with a large; 
following, many of whom were dressed as 
Buddhist or Taoist priests, and engaged in 
religious exercises. With’ assistance from 






















































the provincial capital and the help of the 
local traimbands, the rebels were again 


scattered and their stronghold destroyed ; 
but again Wn K’ai-sien made good his 
escape. Colonel Yang is to blame for 
allowing the banditti to return, and it 
is requested that he be degraded, and 
allowed a certain time within which to 
effect the capture of the rebel chief, failing 
which he will be denounced for severe 





punishment. fie Decree referring to the 
_ appeared in the Gazette of the 31st 
et. 


Nov, 16th—(1) A Decree. Yu Kw'an 
(FEF) is named Governor of Fubkien 5 


and the Lieut.-Governor, Ming-c 
act as Governor until his arrival, 

(2) A Decree, Ming An, the Military 
Governor of Kirin, and’ Feng Yi-Ki 


GEEARBY, are directed to proceed with 


all haste to the Amur, there to inquire into 
and take action in a certain matter. The 
ofticers on their staff are also to travel post 
haste. Ch'ung K'i (24@), who is now 
in Kirin on special duty, is to act as acting 
Military Governor in’ Ming An's ab- 
sence. 

(8) A Decree. , At his own request, Wu 
‘Tsan-ch’eng ( yf) is relieved of his 
Auties as acting Governor of Fuhkien, but 
continues to be Superintendent of the 
Arsenal. 

(4) ‘The Supervisor-General of the Board 
of Civil Office and his colleagues give their 
opinion as to the punislnent that should 
be awarded to the Judicial Commissioner of 
Honan, Fu Shou-t'ung Cue. FP): for the 
offence of having appointed an official 
already degraded to fill another office. The 
Magistrate of An-yang Heien, for some 
mal-practices in connection with famine 
relief, had been degraded, when, contrary 
to regulations, he was directed by Fu 
Shou-t’ung, while acting as Lientenant- 
Governor, ‘to return to An-yang Hsien, to 
discharge’ the duties of Magistrate. For 
this offence, the penalty imposed by lav is 
degradation of one step and removal from 
office ; and this course is recommended, 

(5) The Governor of Cheh-kiang reports 
the arrest of five out of nine criminals 
who in_May last broke into the Pai- 
kuan (Fy FZ), lekin station, murdered 
the official on duty, and carried off such 
money, clothes, cxid other articles as they 
could lay their haids on, ‘The lekin station 


is in the Shang-ya (_f JE JB) district, 
and the Magistrate reports that in addition 
tu one of the murderers who was caught 
the day after the attack, four more have 
now been arrested. ‘They have all been 
sentenced to death, and their heads are to 
be publicly exposed at the scene of the 
crime. 

Noy. 17th.—(1) A Deeree. Ho Kin 
Governor-General of Fuhkien 


























Formosa have tendered their submission, 
after sustaining a defeat at the hands of 
the Imperial trvops commanded by Sun- 


Kai-hwa (ff hij 3B), Brigndier-General 
on the Chang-chow Station GEM BD 


in Fubkien, In recognition of Sun K’at- 
luva’s energy and valour, We bestow on him. 
awhite jate handled knife; a white jade 
ring; a pair of embroidered cases ; and a 
steel and flint. 

(2) A Decree.—Kin Kuo-shén (ee 
FF) is appointed Judicial Comseissioner of 
Kwangtung, in the place of Ch'éng Fu 
(AAP), who is named Lieut. Governor 
of Honan. 

(3) A Decree.—Té Sin (429%) to be 
‘Judicial Commissioner in Honan, and Si 
Ying-yung (ZF f§ $95) to be Judicial Com- 
missioner in Kiangsu. 

) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chili, together with the Governors of 
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‘Honan and Shansi, request that the Pre 
fect of Ching-chow, in Hupeh, Ni Wen-wei 


(483 BCE) may be placed on the list for 


immediate promotion as Taotai, and that 
his brother, an expectant sub-Prefect on 
probation in Kiangsu, may be placed on 
the list for immediate promotion as sub- 
Prefect, in consideration of a contribution 
to the famine relief fund for the three 
above named provinces of the sum of Tis. 
6,220 forwarded by Ni Wén-wei. 

(4) Li Hung-chang requests that some 
monument may be erected to the memory of 
a girl whose filial piety was the admiration 
of hor native district. When her mother, 
who was agreat invalid, was still alive, she 
spent her whole day in nursing her, and 
frequently passed nights without sleep. 
Boing the only child she refused to marry, 
but decided to remain at home to wait on 
her parents. When her mother lost all 
her teeth from age, the daughter masticated 
the food andso kepther alive. The father 
gained a living by teaching, and when he 
died they were left penniless. ‘The daugh- 
ter begged some money from his former 
pupils for the support of her mother and 
the funeral expenses. ‘The neighbours who 
came to condole, were moved to tears by 
such devotion.’ On the death of the 
mother, the girl performed the necessary 
rites and displayed her grief as fully as a 
gon would have done. She made the 
mound over the grave, and composed the 
epitaph herself, and every eye that read it 
was suffused with tears. In May last the 
girl died, and for the encouragement of 
such filial piety a monument in her honour 
is applied for. Granted. 

(6) Tso Toung-t’ang, Governor-General 
of Shansi and Kansuh, applies for the de- 
gradation of 2 military officer named Hwo 
‘Pe-ch’ang, for failure to put in force the in- 
terdict against poppy cultivation, He had 
been sent tu certain districts to see the 
lant pulled up, but it was subsequently 

iscovered that he had been bribed into 

sparing as much as %500 mow of poppy 
land. “He is ordered to be degraded and 
put upon his trial. 

Nov. 18th.—(1) A Decree. Hia Nieh- 


hing (BZ J&K HR), is appointed Grain 


Commissioner for Kwangtung. 

(2) A Decree. During the absence of 
Sha-k’o-tu-lin-cha-pu, Ch'ang Shun ({& 
JIED, is to act as Commandant of the 
forces at Barkul. 

(8) A Decree. Kwang Show-huo and 
Shou ‘T'i are seut to report upon the | 
condition of the banks of the Graud Canal 
where the water has left the proper 
channel, 

(4) The Governor. ral of Chilli ex- 
plains that it is quite impossible for the 
provincial ‘Treasury to supply the money for 
the erection of guardlionses and barracks at 
the tombs of the late Emperors Hien-feng 
and ‘Mung-chih, and of the two Empresses 
Dowager now living. ‘he sum required 
is 355,500 taels, and the Board of Revenue 
proposed that the Chihli treasury should 
provide the amount, on the ground that 
the accommodation required is for the use 
of Chinese troops, and as such should be 
paid for out of the treasury of the province ; 
but, as Li Hung chang points out, the 
outlay is properly connected with the Im- 
perial Mausolea, and should therefore be 
met by the Board of Revenue. Of cour 
in a matter of such importance, this di 
tinction would not be allowed to weigh if 
the money existed, but the Provincial 
Treasury is more than empty. Years of | 
bad haivests, and the famine this year, | 
have made it impossible to collect the 
whole of the taxes, and with an em- 
poverished treasury, the provincial govern- ! 
mont has had to incur immense expense 
in relieving the famine-stricken population. 
‘At the best of times, the yearly surplus 
of the province does not exceed 30,000 or 
40,000 taels, but this year the receipts 
































from the land tax are not expected to 
amount to more than 600,000 taels, whereas 
over 1,000,000 tacls is required for the 
salaries of the officials on the provincial 
establishment ; and where this is to come 
from it is still difficult tosay. Witha large 
deficit it is utterly impossible to supply the 
money, and it is requested that the Board 
of Works’ original proposal that the Board 
of Revenue should provide the amount be 
adhered to. Rescript. “Let the Board of 
‘Revenue consider and report.” 

(5) The Governor of Shensi states that he 
will wait until next spring before submit- 
ting the names of the officials who have 
been energetic or lax, as the case may be, 
in discouraging the cultivation of the poppy. 
The drought last year made it impossible 
for people to sow the poppy seed, and, this 
year, the peinful proof they have ex- 
perienced that wholesome grain is better 
than the poisonous drug, made it a com- 
paratively easy matter to dissuade them 
from resuming the cultivation, or persuade 
them to destroy what was already in the 
ground. Early in the year, instructions 
were sent to all the authorities throughout. 
the provinceto visit their respective districts, 
and in the reports received from them 
it is stated that some of the cultivators 
had spontaneously ploughed over their 
poppyfields and put in other,crops. In some 
instances, when the officials were proceed- 
ing to spall up the plants, the women 
attempted to stop them, and it was not 
until they had been reasoned with, that 
they desisted. Another plan adopted was 
to pay so much a load for all the young 
shoots brought in. Tho farmers finding 
that others would come and pull up their 
plants, thought it better to pull them up 
themselves, and claim the amount offered 
for each load. It had originally been in- 
tended to recommend for favourable con- 
sideration such officials as had honestly 
done their duty in this respect, and to 
denounce those who acted otherwise ; but 
as much of the success in keeping down 
poppy cultivation this year may be ascribed 
to the drought, it is deemed better to wait 
until next year, when it will seen how the 
ofticials succeed when a propitious season 
lias put all the old temptations in the way 
of the people. Noted. 

(6), The Governor of Shensi requests that 
certain officials unconnected with his prov- 
ince may be rewarded for their readiness to 
assist him in procuring rice, and facilitating 
its conveyance to the famine districts in 
Shensi. When the Governor found it 
necessary to import grain, he wrote pri- 
tely fo Chu Ch’ang-lin, an expectant 
tai, then living at his own home in 
Huna, and also to Wang Chia-min, the 
Commissariat officer in Kansuh, and Feng 
Nan-pin, Brigadier General at Ning-hsia, 
requesting them to purchase rice privately 
on his account. ‘This they did at very 
moderate rates, so that when his agents 
arrived to take charge of the supplies every- 
thing was ready. In this way 200,000 tan 
of rice were supplied to the province of 
Shensi. Another officer who did much to 
expedite the transport of the grain was 
Chou Yu-ch'uan, the Naval Comander 
stationed at Ho-k’ow, inHupeh. In winter, 
when the river was frozen, he and his men 
broke the ice to make a passage for the 
boats ; and in spring they equally exerted 
themselves in dredging the shallow parts 
of the river. In the work of superintend- 
ing relief operations, an expectant Prefect 
named Hsii Wei-p’ei distinguished himself 
by the zealous manner in which he went 
from place to place, regardless of hardships 

nddiscomfurt. All theofiicialsabovenamed 
being oficially unconnected with Shensi, 
their readiness to give their assistance is 
the more praiseworthy, and a special mark 
of His Majesty's approbation is requested 
for each. 







































Public Meetings. 





MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 

At the Meeting of the Council held in 
the Council Room, 17, Kiangse Road, 
Shanghai, on Monday, the 30th December, 
1878, at 9.30 o'clock a.m. 

Present :—Messrs. J. Hart (chairman), 
G. J. W. Cowie, P. G. Hubbe, E. H. 
Lavers, E. G. Low, and the Secretary. 

‘The Minutes of the last meeting are read, 
confirmed, signed, and passed for public- 
ation. 

The Cash Statement, for the week ending 
28th instant, is submitted for inspection, 
and cheques for sundry accounts are signed. 

Fire Department.—Letter from Messrs. 
Iveson & Co. submitted, handing cheque 
for Tls. 100, being a donation from Thos. 
Hanbury, Esq. to the Fire Department in 
acknowledgment of the services rendered 
by the Brigade at the fire which occurred 
in Hongkew on the 16th August last. 
Decided to thank Mr. Hanbury for his 
handsome donation, and to hand the amount 
over to the Fire Commission, 

Volunteers, —Letter from the Committee 
appointed by the members of the Mih-Ho- 
Loong and No. 1 Companies to draw up regu 
lations, and arrange about the now uni- 
form for the amalgamated Corps submitted 
together with patiern of new Tunic, Hel- 
met, é&c., requesting the chairman to ascer- 
tain whether the Council approve of them. 
Decided, before. replying, to forward the 
letter to’ Capt. Harvie of 'No. 2 Company, 
and to ask him whether the members of 
his Company are satisfied with the proposed 
arrangement and approve of the new 
uniform, &c. 








Ginusements, 





MONDAY'S PAPER HUNT. 


‘Taking advantage of the milder weather 
which set in a few days ago, the Master 
summoned his more daring spirits around 
him, and proclaimed a meet for Monday 
at the well-known spot ycleped the Two- 
mile Bridge on the Bubbling Well Road, at 
three o'clock in the afternoon. The pleas- 
ant weather which, to the distraction of 
skaters, has prevailed almost since the 
incoming of the New Year, resulting in 
a brilliant sunshiny afternoon, attracted 
a numerous field, upwards of thirty, 
and including several red-coats, well 
mounted. But this was not all—the fine- 
ness of the weather hada double attraction, 
it brought out a large company of those 
without whose presence the civilized world 
would lose its charm,—the ladies, a larger 
assumblage of whom, on foot, on horse- 
back, in carriage, trap, or break, we never 
remember to have seen on a field day of the 
S.P.H.C. The road presented an animated 
sight, being lined on both sides for many 
hundreds of yards with many kinds of 
vehicles of various build, but all exhibiting 
some deference to the required taste of a 
sporting day. 

Almost punctually to the moment, almost 
too soon for some arrivals, and quite 
for those who were not more than five 
minutes late, the field of about thirty horse- 
men got away. They soon disappeared 
from the view afforded by the limited range 
of vision on the adjacent flat country, and 
crossing the Bubbling Well Road nearly 
by the hospitable “Major's Bungalow,” 
arew off almost South-west to Fah-wah. 
This delectable village, the scene of 
many a “crossing” in former seasons, 
was passed through, and the ‘ foxes,” 

ly animals, then drew the huntsmen 
away for a little distance along the handi- 
cap course to Jessfield. From thence the 
line led pretty straight, and then crossing 











the road nearly at ‘‘the Bend ”—which 
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everybody knows—came down the straight 
(Gf straight it can be called) for the finish. 

‘The hunt was full of incident ; the going 
‘was on the whole good, but rotten in places. 
The ‘ foxes” had, however, been merciful 
and gave “checks,” which enabled the 
ponies to breathe—though when once “ the 
word” was given the pace was “meant.” 
Such a chase could not finish without 
mishap. Some riders were dismounted 
and had to incontinently come home 
with broken girths and by the road 
in the best way they could, and one 
unfortunate animal, Antiquary (well known 
in ‘the circle,” came to grief at a 
eap, although ridden by his equally well- 
known owner, and smelt earth for the last, 
time. The few hundred yards before the 
finish were very exciting. The checks 
beforementiond had given the quads re- 
newed vigour, and the leaders came on at 
a slapping pace, but on drawing near the 
artificial ditch which formed the final jumy 
for the flags, it was seen that Mr. Daniel 
who was leading would be obliged to yield 
the premier position, and in a few strides 
further Mr. Fearon (lucky man) on Spal- 

en, once more went to the front and won 

y tivo good lengths. Mr. Taumeyer on a 

nameless griffin, finished second, and 
Mr. Wintle on Rougemont, third ; Mr. 
Daniel, the name of whose pony we failed 
to ascertain, being fourth. A more excit- 
ing hunt Jas never been run, and the 
winner's victory was loudly hailed. The 
run, of course including checks, occupied 
an hour and five minutes. 

It should be mentioned that, in order to 
allow of the finish being brought close to 
the point of starting, Mr. 8. Daly per- 
mitted the to final’ jumps to be cut 
on his land—an act of kindness that 
prevented a long mile of perhaps “weary 
travel” to the spectators ; and we were 
glad to see the brace of familiar red flags 
once more the fore, while the equally 
familiar P.H.P. was not wanting to re- 
mind us that if changes will, as they do, 
e in the personnel of Shanghai, the 
t stil! prevails, and is successively 
handed down, if not exactly from father to 
son, yet from the old to the new members 
—which latter it is to be hoped will not 
fail to hand it further on, at least so long 
as the ‘inglenook ” warms at the “Farm” 
fireside. That thero may be many as 
happy “meets” as that of yesterday, we 
believe to be the general desire. 














FOOCHOW RACES, 
Finsr Day, 
Friday, 3rd January, 1879. 
Tur HAaE-KWAN Cor. —(Prosented)— 
i jes. — Weights 







Mr. St. George's Strathavon 
Valk’s Brutus 

3) Yorke’a Sombrero 
‘Time, 62.1/5 seca. 
—Tuz Mates Sraxes—Of $15 each 
$100 added, —For all China Ponies dou 
fide Griffins at date of entry.—Weighte as per 
—{ mile. 

Mr, Falk's Kaiser .. 

yy @. Aitch’s Nayland 

3, Willwynn's The Quaker 

‘Time, 1 min. 39.4/5 secs, 

3.—Tue Cuaasze Cup. — (Presented) — 
Value, $200.—For all China Ponies.— Weights 
as per scale.—Entrance, $10.—2 miles. 

‘Mr, Fohkien’s Condor 

wv St. George's Earl 

3) Clearall’s Midtander . 

Time, 4 min. 39.1/5 secs. 

4,—Tur Hack Stases.—Of $10 each with 
$50 added.—For all China Ponies not other- 
wiee ontered at this Meeting, except for 
Steeplechase. —Weight, 12 stone.— mile. 

Mr. Clearall’s Spendthrift. 2 

Major Bagstock’s Blarney. 

Mr. Belmore’s Wimbledoi 


Time, 64.3/10 secs. 

















Pree 








1 
2 
i) 












5.—Tne Currentox Sraxes —Of $25 each 
with $100 added; $15 to be paid to the 
Secretary of the Race Club on or before the 
7th December, 1878, and $10 to be paid at the 
date of closing entries. In case of non-entry, 
the original deposit to be forfeited.—For all 
China Ponies.—Weights as per scale—13 
miles. 

Mr. St, George's grey Strathavon ...... 1 

a ;. Andrew's chesnut Red K. 2 

Time, 2 min. 51.3/5 secs, 

6.—Tsr Baynes’ Cor. — (Presented) — 
Value, $120.—For all China Ponies bond. fide 
Griffins at date of entry.—Weights as per 
scale—Winner of the Maiden Stakes, 7ibs. 
extra,—Entrance, $5,—1 mile. 

Mr, Falk's Kaiser 

wv St. George's Eari Warwick 

2) Willwyan’s The Quaker 
‘Time, 2 min, 173 secs. 

























7.—Tue Fryaway Staxzs.—Of $10 each 
with $100 added.—For all Chins Ponies 
‘Weights as per scale.—} mile. 

Mr. St. George's Farewell 

» Falk's Brutus .. 

»» Yorke’s Etoile du Nord 

‘Time, 1 min, 37.3/5 secs. 














Secoxp Day, 
Saturday, 4th January, 1879. 

1—Tme Kwat-nass'z0xa-s2 Cur.—(Pre- 
Value, $100.—For all Chiua Ponies, 
—Weighta as ‘per scale.—Winner of the 
Customs Cup 20lbs, extra,—Entrance, 
mile. 

Mr, Falk's Brutus... 

St. George’s Farewell 

i Yorke's toile du Nord. 











as per scale.—Winner of the Chaasze 
Bibs, extra,—Entrance, $10.—1} miles, 
Mr. St. George's Strathavon. 1 





wy Clearall’s Midlander 
i» Falk's Earl Cedric 
3.—Sonscairrios CHALLENGE C alue, 
206 Gu.. sas, added to a Sweepstake of $15, 
Half to go to the winner each year and half to 
an accumulative fund for the final wiuner.— 
To be won tivo years consecutively by a Pony 
or Ponies the bond fide property cf the same 
owner or owners.—For all China Pouies,— 
‘Weights as per scale.—1 mile. 
Mr. St. George's Zarl Harold 1 
»» St. Andrew's Red Robin 
ts Yorke’s Scud 
4.—Tur ToNG-K1av-cHeoNG Staxxs.—Of 
$10 each with $100 added.—For all China 
Ponies.—Weights as per scale.—Winner of 
the Flyaway Stakes, 10lbs. extra.—} mile, 

















Mr. St. George’s Strathavon 
w» Falk's Brutus 
St. George's Farewell 
5.—Tns Comrravones’ Cur.—(Presented.) 
Value, $160.—For bond fide Griffins at date 
of entry.—Weights as per scale.—Entrance, 
$5.—1f miles. 





ete 








per scale.—Winner of Chaasze or Hongkong 
Cups, Tbs. extra ; if of both, 10lbe.—2 miles, 
Entrance, $10. 
Mr. St. George's Earl Harold 
v» Clearall’s Midlander 
3) Fobkien’s Condor 





tom 








Mliscellancons, 


‘THE CITIES NORTH-WEST OF SOOCHOW. 
(Brom our own Correspondent.) 


Kase Yas. 

This city is situated on the Yang-tse, at 
what is now the principal mouth of the 
Grand Canal. The “North of the River” 
Boats, which come down in a perfect stream 
at the beginning of Winter to spend the 
cold season in the South and to return in 
the Spring to gather their wheat, use this 





route, The city is in a ruined state and 





there seems to be litile trade, é.e., to what 
it evidently was once. Between this and 
Chang-chow there is a town, Chén-do-gyiao, 
the great cattle market of Southem Kiang: 
su. On the 3rd, 13th and 23rd of each 
moon, the people, “loh-sang,” bring in 
their cattle for sale. From other provinces 
droves of cattle are brought to this town, 
It supplies the Shanghai beef-market, 


Ciaxc-cuow 
Is on the Grand Canal, 60 miles above 
Soochow and 60 miles below Chin-kiang. 
‘This prefecture suffered from the Tai-pings 
more than perhaps any other part of the 
Empire. The city has in a measure re- 
covered its prosperity. Its trade is very 
brisk. Chang-chow is certainly (in Chinese 
eyes) a beautiful city. Its streets are wide 
and clean, and its shops present a neat 
appearance. Its population is 150,000 or 
200,000. On the Ist and 15th days of each 
moon, the people ave all vegetarians ; the 
tals are closed. Fish vendors do a 

ving trade, 





Kyrs-paw. 

Gordon's military map is a very accurate 
one, as is seen in the road laid down from 
Chang-chow to this place. ‘The Shanghai 
sportsman knows it well. ‘This city is within 
40 miles of the last-named city, and 60 
miles south of Chin-kiang ; but’ it, with 
Li-yang, 30 miles south, is under the Prefect 
of Chin-kiang, whose narrow territory 
borders on An-hwéi. ‘This city has no 
suburbs. The trade is good and the streets 
crowded. 

Li-yvanc. 

In the section between these two places, 
No-mi (glutinous rico) is extensively grown. 
‘Ata town, Bih-gyiao, half way between, is 
a Hong which supplies the Hangchow and 
other markets. This whole country is 
almost entirely under water. It is only 
ono year in three or four that they can 
make even azice crop. During the heavy 
rains in the Spring the water was two feet 
deep in the houses and five or six feet in 
tho fields. If the attention of the Govern- 
ment was given to drainage, one-third of 
the Southern part of this province might 
be reclaimed. ‘The difticulty would be in 
the meagre water fall, but if several of the 
canals now running East and West wero 
Acopened, strong currents might be set in 
motion towards the sea, Li-yang is an 
important city and has a bustling trade. 

Lavo. 

It is surprising that such a little city 
should have such amagnificent stone bridge 
in its centre. Its size and height are dis- 
proportionate to the circumference of the 
walls. Some six weaks ago in Soochow, the 
‘Margary proclamation was again posted. 
There is not a village in this whole section 
which has not half the side of a tea-shoy 
covered with this Imperial edict. There still 
remains some government in China. It is 
likely that game in this country will in- 
crease, notwithstanding the efforts of the 
foreign lovers of sport. 


Wo-sen 

Is well known. It is to me the prettiest 
city in Central China. Its hill side, covered 
with Temples—opposite, the busy mart of 
grain, which shows off to such advantage— 
with ‘its water front of 200 or 300 yards 
wide, makes one feel that Celestial stagna- 
tion has exceptions. It is surprising how 
many little steamers and tug-bonts’ pull- 
ing the mandarins’ heavy craft are seen 
along the Grand Canal.” One afternoon 
I met three. Can the officials continue 
long to monopolize steam? With such 
water facilities as the Soochow plain 
between the Yang-tse and the Hangchow 
Bay affords, it is scarcely perhaps necessary 
to talk of Railroads in this well-watered 
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region. The atch of the Grand Canal 
bridge is 28 feet span, which allows quite a 
good sized steamer to pass. Aiong the Lake 
route the river steamers, if not of too heavy 
draft, can come right up to Soochow and 
land passengers and goods at the Foo-mén. 
Foreign goods have now here such an ex- 
tensive trade that a line of steainers would 
be kept busy, especially in the passenger 
trafic. 


‘Bist Dec. 





Soocnow. 





GOOD NEWS FOR GAS COMPANIES. 
(Translated from the French.) 

The following extract is taken from a 
correspondent’s letter 

“It is_very curious to note how Grove's 
theory of ‘the conservation of forces’ is 
always boing proved trne. The Gas Com- 
pany here have stopped all extensions 
of works peuding the revelations from 
the prophet Edison and the advances 
of other electric-light men; but one Com- 
pany has beon observed to steadily pursue 
its extensions and is even increasing its 
original estimate therefor. ‘This seemed so 
utterly imprudent, that the Sharcholders 
called amecting and formed a deputation to 
call on the Directors for an explanation 
why, when gas shares were going down, 
down, down, they, the Directors, should be 
running works and expenses up, up, up. 

* As umual, the Directors snubbed the de- 
putation, which went away mad and without 
satisfaction; but before parting told the 
Directors some apparently home truths, 
which fell like the proverbial water on the 
proverbial duck’s back. 

‘The indignation which followed was 
groat, and the leader of the deputation set 
to work to force an explanation. When 
things were: at their hottest, he was 
suddenly quieted by an interview with 
tho managing Director, who tamed him 
down so far as to make hima most earnest 
partisan, Wonder! from all the world, It 
now appears that old Payne—you receilect 
old Perky Payne, sho was at Havre with 
us, and Paul, the wine merchant of Clifton, 
when we had that row on the fortifications 
and left our uniform coats behind us? 

ee ae ar aa ae 
Woll, it appears that “'The noble Perky,” 
as we used to call him, is the manager 
of the — Co.'s Works, and it is 
rumored, and I think, from what Porky told 
me, it is true, that he has discovered some 
means of enormously increasing the hi 
power of tho ordinary gas, although i 
inating power ia almost totally sacrificed. 
To such an extent has he done so, that a 
bar of ateol one centimetre carré, was heater 
for two inches of its length to a welding 
heat in ninety seconds, in an ordinary flat 
burner. He says this gas is obtained fifty 
per cent cheaper than ordinary coal gas, and 
8 long series of experiments have proved 
that for heating purposes in domesticity a 
saving of at least one-half in coals is made, 
and the Company intend supplying the gas 
for heating purposes where.they formerly 
did only for luminosity. Old Perky is ate 
comble,” and you, who know how intensely 
matter of fact and solid he is, will not doubt 
his having well reasoned and digested his 
invention. 

If this news interests you, let me know, 
and I'll continue. 

15th Nov., 1878.” 



































LORD SHAFTESBURY ON THE RHODOPE 
CoMMIssIoN. 

Lord Shaftesbury has sent the following 
letter to some of the papers in reply to the 
letter addressed to him by Lord Elcho on 
the subject of the report of the Rhodope 
Commission :—I confess that I am em- 
barrassed how to reply to Lord Elcho's 
letter, for Ihave no objection to make to 


any of his statements, nor can I dare to | 








promise the exercise of an influence which, 
though he assigns it to me, I know most 
assuredly that I'do not possess. I admire 
his zeal and humanity, and heartily concur 
in his language of grief and indignation ; I 
share, too, his belief that the atrocities re 
ported by the Rhodope Commissioners are 
strictly true. No one, I think, can read 
that document without coming to the con- 
clusion that, though it has not the usual 
cold and stilted tone of an official paper, it 
has the character of authenticity ;and that 
the Russian Commissioner, aided by the 
German Commissioner and by the op- 
portune illness of his Austrian colleague, 
endeavoured in every way to suppress oF 
evade the evidence by trumpery and unjust 
depreciation of the witnesses at one time, 
and at another by grandiose expressions 
about the honour of the Russian army. 
Probably since the days when the Goths, 
the Huns, and the Vandals overran the 
Roman Empire there has heen nothing in 
Christendom to equal, certainly to surpass, 
the cruelties now recorded against the 
armies of the Czar. We may ery aloud and 
proclaim our indignation and horror ; but 
we ean go no further. Public opinion may 
at last do its work een in the heart of a 
Government so immersed in barbarism and 
ambition. | We know, at any rate, by whom 
it is said, Vengeance is mine, and I will 
repay.” ’ Perhaps there are no two peoples 
on the face of the earth more amiable, docile, 
and peaceful in themselves than the Russian 
and Turkish peasantry ; and yet we sce 
them stirred by the fury of their respective 
rulers to such acts of reciprocal atrocity as 
may surpass the imagination, but which, 
nevertheless, are consistent with reality. 
‘To ourselves, however, xé the presont crisis, 
good may come out of evil. ‘The Mussul- 
mans of Afghanistan may jearn from the 
narratives of their co-religionists in the 
Rhodope what they are to expect from the 
embrace of the Russian, should he ever 
enter on their territory, and desire to hold 
it afterwards according ‘to his own notions 
of sceurity of tenure. " Let them contrast it 
with the rule of Great Britain, Great 
Britain may have committed, and she may 
be committing even now, many errors in 
the goverment of her Oriental fellow-sub- 
jects ; but she has ever respected—and God 
grant’ that she may ever respect !—the 
principle and law of religious liberty. Now 
that the question has been opened—it is 
not I that have thrust myself before the 
public—I cannot refrain from stating my 
Acliberate and conscientious conviction that. 
all these evils have arisen, and that many. 
more will yet arise, from the rejection of 
the Berlin Memorandum. ‘Tien, indeed, 
was there a special opportunity—special ; it 
should be called providential—to have set- 
led this great issue. All the five Powers 
of Europe were of one mind. ‘The Russian 
Emperor desired nothing for himself ; peace 
and good government in the East of Europe 
trere the objects of them all 

action—it is worse than idle to argue the 
matter—would havo brought the Turk to 
his senses ; not a soldier would have crossed 
the Danube ; and Christianity would have 
deen spared one of tie darkest .Sronts ever 
cffered to her divine authority. What 
Power, then, was it that stood alone, and 
counteracted this magnificent policy? Much 
do I wish to spare the susceptibilities of my 

























































| friend Lord Eleho, bat I cannot shrink: 


from the duty. It was the single Power of 
Great Britain ; and hence our present posi- 
tion : for, seeing that we have “sown the 
wind,” we aro doomed, it is probable, “to 
reap the whirlwind.” "The present Emperor 
of Russia is a considerate, generous, and 
kind-hearted prince ; no one will question 
it. His thoughts and aspirations, when he 
has been left to himself, have ever been 
noble. But the officials, civil and military, 
are little in harmony with the true mind of 
their Sovereign. And he too, if by wilful 
and continued absenco fromthe work or 
action of control becomes a partaker of other 
men’s sins—he, too, must be content to be 











Their united | 


ranked with Alaric and Attila, and, like 
them, go down to posterity and be counted 
among the scourges of the human race.” 


STNOPSIS OF THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 
New York, 2nd Dee. 

‘The Sun has a two column abstract of the 
President's Message, to be delivered to-day. 
‘Phe Sun says :—The Message will be short, 
and will not make many recommendations 
for new legislation. 

Hayes strongly advises Congress to make 
no change in the Currency lawa, leaving 
Luntonched even the coinage of silver, and 
J trying a year of rest on financial legislation, 
‘e unites with Sherman in. recommending 
the issue of a 365 bond of as low a deno- 
mination as $10, 

On tho Southern question, he admits 
that what is called his policy’ is a failure, 
and takes extreme radical grounds. Tt may 
be said upon authority that this point of 
the Message will provoke s formal reply 
from the Democrats of tho House. 

He quotes with approval McCrary’s eri- 
ticism of the posse comitatus clause ‘of the 
Arny Bill, 

Without committing himself to either 
the War or Interfor Departments, in their 
dispute over the care of the Indians, he 
recommends a new Department, to which 
this and other like administrative interests 
shall be confided. 

He treats of the yellow fever plague, and 
discusses the question of the prevention or 
modification of the deadly effects of thefever, 
suggesting a National Quarantine law. 

fe dwells particularly on dishonest elec- 
tions held in South Carolina and Louisiana, 
He speaks of the outrageous frauds prac- 
ticed in South Carolina, where there was 
no serious intimidation, but what there was 
lacking in this was amply made vp in fraud 
and ballot-box stuffing. In Louisiana there 
was less actual fraud, and numerous cases 
of intimidation, He’ does not specially ask 
| for authority that is not at present given 
him under the laws, although in other parts 
of the Message he’ endorses fully the sug 
gestions of McCrary and Devens, and suys 
these suggestions, if adopted by’ Congress, 
will materially aid the Executive in ensfore- 
ing the lane throughout the entire country. 
je then reviews the reports of the Cab- 
inot Secretaries, commencing with the State 
Department. He makes no suggestion for 
‘a now treaty on the fishery question, 

He reviows the Texas boundary troubles, 
and calls attention to the improved condi- 
tion of affairs on the Mexican border. 

He takes the most cheerful possible view 
of resumption, and expresses himself upon 
the subject as he has in his reported 
speeches onthe questionduringtheFall. He 
engorses Sherman's report in everything. 

The Post Office Department’ receives 
passing mention. The principal figures 
and gross facts of the Post Office report aro 
qnoted in the Message, and the few recom- 
mendations of Key are approved. 

‘the work of the Interior Department 
is briefly reviewed, without any special 
suggestions, The Message heartily endorses 
Schurz’s suggestions relating to the preser- 
vation of Government timber lands. 

Tho only suggestion concerning the De- 
partment of Justice is the approval of 
Devens’ request that Congress appropriate 
$250,000 for extra expenses of the United 
States Courts, such as for the payment of 
Deputy Marshials and witness fees. While 
this is asked for the United States Courts 
of the entire country, it is understood that 
the money is for the special purpose of 
enforcing the lays in the South. 

He has a good word for Ledue, Commis- 
sioner of Agriculture. He thinks he is 
doing very valuable work for the agricul- 
tural interests of the country by his experi- 
ments. He has boldly gone outside of the 
rules, and is doing no end of good, Hayes 
thinks, by his enthusiasm, originality and 
special knowledge of agricultural matters. 
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In closing, under the head of miscellane- 
ous, Hayes first discusses the horrible con- 
dition of the Potomac Flats lying above the 
city, and shows the possibility of their 
becoming a hot-bed for some future plague. 
He calls the attention of Congress to official 
reports that have been made upon the con- 
dition of flats. He personally advocates 
the plan of the Army Engineer Corps, 
devised several years ago, for the abatement 
of this terrible nuisance, by making these 
flats into hard land for building purposes, 
and suggests to Congress the importance of 
taking some speedy action on the subject. 

He then discussed Spofford's plan for a 
now building for the Congressional Library. 
He is in favor of any plan so that anew 
building can be secured, but would prefer 
Spofford’s plan providing for a new build- 
ing in Judiciary Square. He calls special 
attention to the needs of this great library, 
that is so choked and cramped in its pres- 
ent quarters, and so restricted in the uses 
to which a great national library should be 
put. He recommends a wise and liberal 
Appropriation for carrying out Spolford's 
plans. 

‘A few minor items of a local nature com- 
plete the Message, 














RATLIVAYS AND TELEGRAPHS IN CRINA. 
(China Overland Trade Report.) 


Thongh for an indefinite period the 
railway appears likely to be tabooed in the 
Central Kingdom, its clore companion the 
telegraph seems ‘much less objectionable 
in Chinese eyes. ‘There are two short iinos 
of tolegraph already in existonce in Chit 
one connecting the Viceroy of Chih'i’s 
Yamén with the Arsenal ab Tientsin, acd 
the other in Formosa connecting Takxo 
with Taiwan-fu. Both these little lines 
are worked by Chinese, without any foreiyn 
assistance, and wero constructud at small 
No doubt these two facts constitute 
ieret of the comparative ponlarity 
of the telegraph. Encouraged by the success: 
with which these short experimental lines 
have been worked, the Chins Merchants’ 
Steam Navigation Companyi.osbeen author- 
ined by the Imperial Govrrument to erect 
a line of telegraph from Taku to Tientsin, 
for the better and moro spsedy transaction 
of official business, and the work is now in 

ogress. A proclamation has been issued 
yy the authorities warning the people and 
soldiers along the route not to damage or 
steal the poles or wire, and threatening 
them with severe punishment for any offence 
of this kind. An evident determination 
is shown to protect the line from all 
molestation, and there ia no doubt the 
authorities ‘will be cble to prevest ony 
demonstrations against the innovation such 
as were made by the Fohkion villagers 
against the projected Amoy-Foochow line, 
and which finally fed to the abandonment of 
that scheme by the Great Northern Tele- 
graph Company. The circumstances o? the 
two lines are, however, widely different. 
The Amoy-Foochow project was a for 
undertaking, was to be erected by forei; 
capital, worked by foreigners, and 
foreign profit: the Taku-Tientsin line is 
being erected by Chinese capital, with 
Chinese labour and is to be worked’ in the 
interests of a Chinese Government mono- 
poly. As a matter of course, therefore, 






































there will be no difficulty in the way of | bi 


its successful construction. The people 

will not dare to interfere with the Taku- 

Tientsin ine; even the prejudiced literati 

will know better than attempt to etir up 

popular feeling against a project of the 
at Viceroy’s. 

It will be interesting, in view of the 
favour with which Li Hung-chang regards 
the telegraph, to see in what light the 
proposition to connect China with the 
Western coast of America by cable will be 
regarded. Mr. C. Moreno, an agent of the 
‘American projectors, is now in Tientsin 
with the object of soliciting the support of 





the Chinese Government for this scheme. 
It is stated that the Japanese Government 
has promised to render assistance in the 
event of the project finding favourat Peking. 
‘There is no question as to the desir- 
ability of the undertaking ; it is the missing 
Tink required to complete the telegraphic 
«girdle round the earth.” Sooner or later 
this cable i z 
butt is a great enterprise requi 
capital, and might not pay immediately. 
While, however, few people will doube 
cither the feasibility or desirability of such 
a project per se, we think the projectors 
Jean upon a broken reed if they are relying 
‘on support from Peking. In the first place 
is. by no means follows that because Grand 
Secretary Li finds the telegraphic wire a 
convenience for local purposes, he feels 
any desire for closer connection with the 
great American Continent. It is true there 
are 2 good many of his countrymen there, 
but as they are looked upon as intruders 
and their number is likely to decrease, that 
is no particular inducement for the Peking 
Government to support this undertaking. 
Even if the Imperial coifers were over- 
flowing, we doubt if the Central Govern- 
ment would sanction any outlay on an en- 
texprise which it would regard as oniside 
the Empire. As, however, the Treasury is 
in a very impoverished condition, and ‘the 
demands upon it are exceptionally heavy, 
there is still less likelihood of Mr. Moreno’s 
mission proving successful. ‘The Chinese 
Authorities have many difficulties and trou- 
bles to face, which they will require all the 
resources at their command to enable them 
to meet and surmount. 























VOLUNTEER v. PAID FIRE BRIGADES. 


‘A letter on this important subject, from 
which the subjoined extracts aro taken, ap- 
peared in the Hongkong Daily Press of the 
30th December 

“Sir,—Your article of this morning cnn- 
cludes as follows :—"* We earnestly hope and 
trust that the last word bas been bear the 
way of enjoining a parsimonious economy in 
the organization and management of the 
Eongkong Fire Brigade.” Nov, sir, while I 
agree with you that we must’ not sacrifice 
¢Hiiciency for a fsise cconomy, I maintain, 
although it may seem a raradox, that the 
heavy expenditure »n the Brigade is the cause 
of ‘ts failure. I think I can shew this, but 
regret that my way of doing so may not be 
pleasing to crany of your readers ; for there is 
Bothing which aunajs a Hongkongite ao much 
as comparing bia “governed” Colony with 
the Model S ‘The statement that 
they manage these things better at Shanghai 
fs gure, hcwever trite, to get his “back up,” 
although by an effort of politeness he may keep 

ire from diaplaying itself in any stronger 
form than a curl of the lip. On referring to 
the Estimates for 1879, { find that our Fire 
Brigade is put down for $13,666. In the 
Shangh Municipal Budget Ti 
propriated for the Fire Departm 
tual expenditure in 187 was TI 
$2,200, or one-sixth of what it costs us here. 
Were it the other way it would not 
ing, for Hongkong has inany facili 
jutting out fires which Shan, 
Fae here a more plentiful supply of 
olice numbering between 
the force for both 
nly 220; we have 
ry, there none 5 
















































not. Wi 
water; we hare a 
five and six hundred, whi 
settlements at Shanghai 

here over a thousand mi 
while the number of men: 
hour nearly always far excoed 













ai. 
‘What, ther, is the cause of the enormous 
difference in cost, w have far lesa 
efficiency 2 It i this : Hongkong is a Crown 
Colony. * * * * * In the Fire Brigade 
just have a paid superintendent, a p: 

assistant superintendent, and another pai 
assistant superintendent, besides engineer, 
clerk, foremen, ete., ete. All of these, with 
the exception ‘of the engineer, are official 
holding ove or two other posts. In Shanghai 
not a single man but the engineer is 
paid, and what do we see? There Gres 
are of much more frequent ocenrrence, yet 
no one is ever allowed to work a fourth of the 
destruction which took place here on Thurs- 

































day morning, and which bax happened once 
or twice before. They have had there for 
three or four years the very system of telo- 
graphic alarnis which Mr. Granville Sharp 
bias so persistently and, as we all now regret, 
iectually advocated for some time, 
‘we want here local self-government—a 
Manicipai Council, which shall take under its 
control Public Works, Police, Fire Depart- 
ation, and in fact everything bu’ 
of Law. We could then 
je with thtee-fourthe of the officials, 
and reduce the taxes by moro than a half. 
Again I say, look to Shanghai, aud you wil 
find that my statemente are very far from 
being exaggerated. 

T should be sorry to say that the fre officials 
did not work to the best of their ability ; but 
had they been all volunteers we should have 
had the right men in the right place ; they 
would have been of the people and not of the 
Government, which in Crown Colonies docs 
not represent the people; they would have 
been men ho had a special liking for the 
work, with experience gained at home, and 
would have had their department organised on 
the kest system, ‘The following words in your 
leader are so apposite that it will be well to 
reprint them :— For dealing with 3 
Fire Brigade alone should be reeponsibl 
{or the time being and for all purposes in any 
way connected with the Gre and the work of 
its extivetion, and the providing for the safety 
of property in ite neighbourhood, the chief of 
the Brigade should be clothed with supreme 
xuthority.” Of course there would be division 
and_subdivition, and the organization and 
discipline would bo as near perfection a3 that 
of the best modern army. And, aa I have 
shown, this desirable eud is to bo attained for 
a fraction of the sum which wo now pay. 

‘Your obedient servant, 
w. 


Hongkong, 28th December, 1878. 
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CIVIL SUMMARY COURT. 


Shanghai, 2nd Jan, 
Before R, A. Mowar, Eng, 
Yew-Cuosa v. Joux Srvctate, 

Plaintiff is a tailor in Hongkow, and he 
sought to recover from tho defendant, who is 
mate of the harque Canon Harrison, the sum 
of $35.75 for goods supplied, 

Defendant ‘ailmitted having received the 
goods, but said some of them did not fit 
properly and the prices charged were exe 
tortionate, 

His Hoxour entered into thedet 
item on the plaintiffs bi 
gave a verdict for $36.25, 
costs of the Court, 














POLICE COURT. 


Shanghai, 6th Jan, 

Before R. A. Mowar, Exq. 

R. (Police) v. Aurrep Newaax, 

‘Theft. and Assault, 
er is a seaman staying at the Sailore’ 
Home, and he was charged with stealing an 
orange aud with assaulting a Chinaman, 

The evidence was to the effect that prisoner 
was walking in the street near the Hongkew 
Police Station, when, in passing a nativo 
fruiterer’s sbop, he took an orange from a 
basket. One of the sbopmen remonstrated 
with bi and attempted to hold him while a 
policeman was fetched, whereupon prisoner 
struck him a violeut blow in the face, discolour- 
ing his eye and causing his check to swell 
erably. 

Prisoner said he did not think one blow 
could cause such a bad injury on the sbopman’s 
face ; and beyond this he had nothing to say, 

His Worsiur remanded him for a week to 
see how the injury the shopman had received 
went on, 
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U.S. CONSULATE. 
Shanghai, 6th Jan. 


Before H. D, Bartey, Eaq., Vice Consul- 
General. 


G. F. Sewarp v. Meesrs, OnyPHasr & Co. 

‘This was an action, by petition, to recover 
the sum of Tie, 275, due for tl reut of the 
Awelling house and premises adjoining on the 
Enstorn side of the United States Consulate- 
Goneral, as per lease dated 10th April, 1876. 
Application for the amount had been made, Lut 
defendants refused to pay in consequence of 
their suspension of payment. 
Dofendants filed no formal answer, but ad- 
mitted their indebtedness. 

‘On the application of Mr. Cowie, who sp- 
eared for the plaintify judgment was entered 
for the aniount claimed with costs, and an 
‘execution order was granted, 





GENERAL. 























8th Jau, 


HL $, Brox v, Messrs. Rossen & Co. 

‘This wae au action to compel performance 
of a coutract, or to claim $500 as damages 
alleged to have been sustained by the plaiutift 
through the negligence of the defendants, 

‘Tho petition set forth that the plaintiff 
rents, from the defendauts, a house on the 
Bubbling Well Road, as per lease dated 1st 
January, 1878, and’ that rent for th 
had beet pid up to tho 15th Deca 
It was alleged that the roof o 
and tho verandah were in an un 
conilition, and, according to the terms of the 
ease, defendaats were compelled to keep the 
external walls, roof and foundation in good 
and substantial repair, Plaintitf had applied 
to the defendants to carry out their part of 
the contract, but they had not done so ; and 
in consequenco plaintiff had sus 
to the extent of $500 through tho leaky 
and imporfect condition of the roof and 
verandah, 

‘Tho defendants ia their auswer stated that 
they wore agents for the owner of the house 
rented and occupied by the plaintiff. In 
accordance with the terms of the lease the 
rent wan payable monthly in advauce, aud 
that the plaintiff was i for one 
mouth's rent, uamely sixty taels. ‘They (the 
defendants) wore propared to carry out their 
part of the contract, aud alleged that plain- 
iff had sustained no damage from any neglect 
of thoirs ; therefore they asked for the peti- 
tion to be 1d with cos 

‘Mr. ©. Rivixcrox appeared and explained 
that the plaintiff unexpectedly had had to go 
to Foochow, and he had asked him to attend 
the Court on bis behalf, ‘Though the facts 
of the. caso ry simple, he was not 
propared to goon with it, and would ask the 
Court to postpone the heaving until plaintiff 
returned, 

‘ne Courr said on a proper showing that 
plaintiff could not prosecute his suit, a con- 
tinuanco of the proceedings might be allowed. 
Tt was for the plaintiff, however, to be prepared 
to go on with his caso when he once instituted 
ings, and ho shoutd liketo bear whet 
nts considered the plainti 
unexpected departure from Shanghai a suffi 
cient cause for a coutinuance to be allowed, 

‘Mr. Rivixcron said he believed it was not 
Aocided until a few hours before plainti left, 
that he should go to Foochow, 

‘Mr. Forse, who represented the defend- 
ants, said he thought he could show the 
Court, from documents in bi jon, that 
there were simply vexatious proceedings on 
the part of Mr, Bidwell ; and therefore he 
thought fadgment should be given on the 
evidenco ‘that could be now produced, Mr. 
Bidwell baving instructed Mr. Rivington to at- 
tend to the case in his absence. He asked for 
ring to be proceeded with, as he 

to be put to the inconvenieuce 
of attonding the Court sgain to suit Mr. 
Bidwell’s convenieuce. He was prepared 
to show, from documents in Mr. Bidwell’s 
own handwriting, that no damage to the house 
was through the negligence of the defendant 

‘Mr. Rivixeros replied that Mr. Bidwell 
was propared to bring forward witnesses to 
prove that the water was leaking through 
the roof. He himself could prove this. He 
wwout into the drawing-room, aud thought 
ho had made a mistake aud had got into the 
bathroom, the water was leaking through the 
ceiling 20 badly. 

















































































In anawer to the Court, it was explained 
that Mr. Bidwell left for Foochow on the 
3ist December, and defendants’ answer was 
not filed until three days afterwards, when 
the day for hearing was fixed, 

The Cour said the fact that the hearing 
was not fixed before Mr. Bidwell went away 
was something to be considered ; and if Mr. 
ington would make an affidavit setting 
forth that fact, he should be disposed to grant 
‘a continnanee, fendants did not press for 
the case to be decided at once. 

‘Mr. Rrviyorow said be had no objection to 
make ap affidavit as suggested, and withdrew 
to the adjoining room to do so. 

Mz, Fores, in Mr. Rivington’s absence, in- 
timated to the Court that he had no objection 
to the caso being postponed, but said it should 
never have been brought into Court. 

‘The Counr ordered Mr. Rivington to he 
fetched, and, baving explained to him what 
Mr. Forbes had said, decided that there would 
be a continuance by consent, which would 
render the affidavit unneceesary. 

Mr. Groost, who had been summoned as a 
witoess for the defendants, explained that 
the defendants bad always’ been willing to 
execute the repairs, Mr. Bidwell first com- 
plained to him in the early part of December 
that there was a leak in the roof of his house 
and a portion of the verandah defective. At 
‘Mr. Bidwell’s request, heexamined the damage, 
and experiencing difficulty in getting a con: 
tractor todo the work for reasons that he need 
not now explain, to prevent further difficulty 
he asked Mr. Bidwell to get his own c: 
penter to make an estimate of the repairs 
that were necestary to put the house in 
perfect order. Some days afterwards, on 
the 12th December he believed, he received 
an estimato from the plaintiff that the repairs 
could be done for Tis. 70. At the 
Mr. Forbes was in Hongkong, and he 
(Mr. Groom) saw Mr. Hitch to ascertain 
it ho would sanction the expenditure of 
Tis. 70. Mr. Hitch was disinclined to 
give his consent, as Mr. Forbes was ex- 
pected from Hongkong in a few days, and he 
complained that Mr. Bidwell had uot paid his 
rent according to the terms of the lease, and 
that an action had beuu entered against him 
in the English Court. He persuaded him not 
to prosecute the claim until Mr. Forbes re- 
turned. When Mr. Forbes did return, they 
talked the matter over and thought the esti- 
mate of Tis, 70 rather excessive, aud be 
spoke to Mr. Bidwell about it. He hea: 
nothing more from Mr. Bidwell until after 
the present action was commenced. ‘Through 
him Mr. Forbes had always been willing to 
execute the repairs, aud he thought Mr. 
Bidwell had little causo to complain. 

Mr. Rivisorow asked why he did not do the 
repairs hismeelf, if he considered Mr. Bidwell’s 
estimate excessive? He denied that Mr. 
Kidwell had not paid his reut ; he understood 
tho money had been 
Court pending the result of the pr 
case, a8 Mr. Bidwell supposed there 
tw 



































































‘Forps said that a summons was taken 
out in the English Court against Mr. Bidwell 
to recover the rent before the present pro- 
ceedings were instituted. When be returned 
to Shanghai and found Mr. Groom negotiating 
for the repairs to be done, he withdrew the 














Mr. Rrvixotow expressed his belief that 
Mr. Forbes did not know whether the rent 
had been paid into the English Court or not. 
He was under the impression that it bad 
been paid into the Court aud was atill there. 

Me, Foxszs said be would see in the after- 
noon whether the money was there or not, 
and if it was there be would soon have it out. 

‘The Corr thought that as defendants were 
silling to wake the repairs aud put the 
house in prefect order, it would be Letter to 
atay proceedings until this was done. 

‘Neither party had any objection to offer to 
this course being adopted, and it wae accord- 
ingly decided that the hearing of the case 
should be postponed until the 27th inst., and 














that in the meantime the repairs be proceeded 
with. 





MIXED COURT. 

Shanghai, 14th Nov., 1878. 
Before the Chinese Judge, Cues, and 

Dr. Maccowax, U.S. Assessor. 
In Admiralty. 

Re the Costa Rica burque Martha, 
This was an action instituted by Messrs, 
Eamham & Co. to recover the sum of Tis. 
for repairs to the Costa Rica ship 






















owre aud Mysunou appeared for 






* petition was as follow 
acitizen of the United States 
sut at Shanghai aforesaid. 

2.—That the said ship, which flies the Costa 
Rica flag, and is of 852 ‘tons measurement, or 
thereabouts, is uow anchored in the Harbour 
‘aloresaid, and is within the juris- 
diction of this Court, there not being any 
Consular or other representative of Costa 
Rica at Shanghai 

3.—That the 

















id ship strived at Shanghai 
29ch day of July last, in great 





need of repa 
4.—That by the orders and directions of 
her ssid Master and of her Agents, Messrs, 
Bachbeister, Schmidt & Co,, of Shanghai, me 
chants, the said ehip was during the months 
of September aud October, 1878, thoroughly 
repaired by the Petitioners’ said firm at 
Shanghai, 

‘5.—That the time occupied in effecting the 
necomanry, sepaire to the said ship wae a 
period of 74 days, to wit, from the 16th day 
of August last to the 28th day of October last, 
Voth inclusive, aud the repairs required could 
not have been completed in less time, 

6.—That the Schedule hereunto annexed 
‘true copy of the bill of the Potitioners’ sai 
firm, and all the charges therein contained for 
dockage, labour, aud materiuls supplied, &¢., 
&e,, are usual, just, fair and reasonable ; and 
tho’ whole of the’ repairs were absolutely 
necessary to restore the said ship to a sea 
woitby condition, ‘Ihe sai bill has been 
approved of as correct by the said Master of 
the said ship and by her said Agents, and 
shews the sum due for such repairs amounte 
to 373.31, whieh the saii Petitioner 
now claim t the waid ebip, her tackle, 
apparel and furnitur 

.—That the Petitioner bas frequently 
applied to the said Master and Agents for 

ayment of the said claim against the said 
ship, but it stlll remains wholly uopaid aud 
unsatisfied, and the aid and pre this 
Court are ‘necessary to enable the Petitioner 
to obtain payment thereof. 

Your petitioner therefore praye that judge 
ment may be given agaiust the said sbip 
accordingly for the said sum of Tis, 22,373.31, 
with interest and cos aud that for such 
purpose the said ship bo forthwith arrested 
and sold aud the proceeds of sale be applied 
by this Court in sutisfaction of such judgment, 

‘On the preventation of this plaint, Novemb 
9th, the vessel was placed under arrest by 
order of the Court, and the Captain and 
agents were summoned to attend on the 14th of 
‘the same mouth. Captain Gunzel appeared in 
person, and Messrs, Buchheister, Schmidt and 
Co. through Mr. C. Schmidt; who each testified 
that the repairs made by the petitioner were all 
needed, that they had been satisfactorily done, 
and ata reasonable charge. Captain Barton 
warive surveyor, testified that after a careful 
survey, he had given the Martha a certificate, 
class “Al, for seven years. Mr. Blethon aleo 
swore respecting the correctness of tho bill 
and accompany ing petition. 

It appeared on inquiry by the Court that 
the afurtha was Awerican built, and boi 
uame of Rattler. During the rebellion 
was eoid aud passed from one flag to anothe 
until her last purchaser, Mr. Scheel, a 
German resident of Lims, placed her under 
Costa Rican colors, and sent ber to British 
Columbia to take a cargo of timber thence to 
Shanghai, At Port Townsend she shipped a 
crew under American Articles, On her atrival 
at this port, repairs were considered necessary, 
the cost of which brought her to financial 
gre! 

‘Mr. Mysvrox cited the following cases in 
support of the plaintiffs’ claim :— 

(1) By the civil law and the Jaw of nations, 










































































































‘material anon (ie, wen who supply necessaries 
to the ship) have a lien not only on proceeds 
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{of sale}, but also on tho ship itself. Prit- 
chard’s Digest, Vol. I, p. 361. 

(2) The lien'is not extinguished by giving 
credit for a fixed time, uor by allowing the 
ship to depart on her’ voyage without pay- 
ment. The Nestor 1, Sumner 73 (American.) 

(3) Nor by the fact thet the master an 
owaera aro personally liable, as the party 
may trust to the credit of the ship, the master 
and the owner. Lano v. Brig President, 4 
Wash., C.C. 453 (Americao.) 

(4) Where goods are furnished for the use 
and benefit of a foreign ship, the presumption 
that the ship is liable, and to rebut th 
must bo distinctly proved that credit was 
given to the individual only. he Perla, 
Swabey, 254. Pritchard, Vol. I, p. 363. 

(5), Material men ave's lien for repairs to 
a ship in a foreign port, whenever those 
repairs are apparently roxsouable and proper, 
although not abyolutely necessary ; all that 
in required on their part is ood faith and 
reasonable geound for action. Ship Fortitute, 
3, Sumner, 228 (Awerican,)’ 1 Pritchard, p. 
357. 

(6) Sale by order of the Admiralty occurs 
principally in cases of bottomry ant salvay 
When thm Court always makes decree of sal 
if necossary, to satisfy the claims which they 
sustain, Doubtless the same decree would be 

m, against the ship, 
rose.—La wager oF 
nirs, Wherever a sale ia decreed the Court, 
gives such orders and takes such precautions 
as may seein necessary and proper to protect 
the intoreats of all partics ; aud such a sale, 
it would rovm, conveys the property free from 
all iucumbrances, Parsons oa Maritine Law, 
Voi. Il, p. 643. 

(7) iatorial men may proceed iu the care 
of aupplios, ropairs or other necessarie 
furnished to a foreign ship or to a ship i 

ort, against the ship in rem; oF 
tthe meter or the owuer in pereonamn. 
. 675. 
Re ‘caso of the General Smith (4 
ep. 438) the Suprema Conrt of the 
United States held that where repairs have 
beon mato or neceasaries furnished to a for- 
eign ship or to a ship ina port of » Stato to 
which shedone not belong. the general ma 
time tar, following the civil law, gives the 
party a lien on the ship itse/f for 
and he may well mai i 
Admiralty 
‘Abbott on Shipp 

‘The Court issued 

Upow heari 
M 














































































to enforce his right (Amoricau). 
(Note) 





















what was 
alleged by the said Master and the Agents uf 
the owner of the said vessel, this Court 
doth order that the said petitioners are en- 
titled to the sum of Sh, ‘ls, 22, 
repairs and for work and lahwur dowe and 
materials supplied to the said vessel. An 
thie Court doth orter and decree that the 
vel, her tackle, apgaret aut furniture 
soll Ly public auction on or before tl 
18th day of December, 1378, 
notice of the sale be advertived in the Vorth- 
China Daily News avd Shanghai Evening 
Courier uewspapatsy 6 ag without 
delay such sale, ant that a telegram be for- 
warded to the laxt known place of residence 
of the owner of the said vessel notifying Lim 
of this order for the sale of the sail vessel, 
and that in default of payment by him of the 
said sum of Sh, Tie, 22,373.31, the sate ax 
ordered is to proceed. And that'the proceeds 
of the sale of the said vessel be paid into 
thie Court and be applied toward payment 
of the amount due to the petitioners after 
deducting the costs and expenscs of auch sale, 
and all parties are to be at liberty to apply to 
this Court in this matter ay they shall have 
occasion. 

[Seal of] Cues, Judye. 

[Sigued) D. J. Maccowas 

U.S. Assessor. 










































A telegram was accordingly despatched by ; 


the Court to Mr. Scheel at Lima, which, like 
former messages, was unheeded. Finally, a 
telegram was sent by David H. Bailey, Enq. 
U.S. Consul-General, to the American Cons 

at Lima, which elicitel an answer from Mr. 
Scheel declining to soud 

















public auction on the 20th Dec. for 12,000 taels, 
and has since been placed uuder the 
American flag, 











ey for the | 
repairs. Whereupon the vessel was sold by | 





28th Des. 
Before the Chinese Magistrate Cues, Suzy 
Cus-Kort, Magistrate of the French 
Mixed Court, J. De Brett, Esq., French 
‘Assessor, and PB. G. vos MoLtrsporr, 
Esq., German Assessor. 
Claim for Tls. 33,000. 

‘This was an action instituted on behalf of 
the creditors of the estate of the late firm of 
rd, Schaurveker and Co., of Shanghai, 
against Yang Tai-kee, a Chinese bauker, to 
recover the sum of Tis. 35,000. 

The case had provioualy been before the 
Court in a different form, and was referred 
to the now-sitting Magistrates for final 
settlement. The claim was based on 
Chinese promissory note couched in terms to 
the following effect Pay to order the sum 
of Tis. 35,000; 30th day, 11th moon, of the 
Ist year of Tuug-chib, and stamped with 
a chop said to be that used by the de- 
fendant, ‘The note was represented to have 
been given by defendant as an acknow- 
ledgment of indehteduess to the amount of 
Tis. 35,000, for arms and ammanition 
supplied in 1963 by Messrs, Fajard, Schaur- 
veker and Company, to tho Imperial Army, 
defendant being ‘the authorised Com: 
missioner who obtained the st ic 
the ermy. In 1866 the 

























amounting to about TI 
arrangement of their affai 
the 
statemeut of assets nothing was said about 
the bill which was the hasis of the present 
action, Mr. E, Fajard was tho —repre- 
sentative of the frm in Shanghai, and 
being a native of Strasburg, in Al 
had the option, under the treaty made 
after the Francu-German war, of hecoming 
ther « Ge-man or French’ subject. At 
the end of 1873, while the affairs of the 
fiem wero till’ i 

French Consul, Me. 
of German nationality ; cons 
settlement of tho affairs of his 
transferred from the French to the German 
Consulate. It was only a few months ago th: 
the bill for the Ts. 35,000 first came into public 
notice, and proceeilings underit wereinatituted 
against Yang Taickoe in the Mixed Court, and 
thee ase was two or three times before Ch 
the Ch 
the Gorn 

































evo magistrate, and Mr. Mollendorf, 
Assessor. ‘Daring there proceed 
it transpired that the firm of Fajard, 


ings 
Scbaurveker and Co, wero still indelted ts 

















Freuch creditors in a greater amount than 
the Tis. 35,000 sought to be recovered from 
Yang Tai-kee, and as these debts were incurred. 





anterior to Mr. Fajard becoming a Ger 
subject, the bill was handed over by the Ger- 
man-Consul to the French Consul for it to be 
realised in the interest of the French creditors, 
‘The validity of the bill had to be tested in the 
Mixed Court, and the case came on for hearing. 
today. Mr. J. de Bielke sat in the interest 
of the French ‘creditors, Mr. Mollendorf in 
the interests of Mr. Fajard, as s German 
subject, while Chen, the Chi i 
of the Court, was allowed ¢ 
i, the magistrate of the 
in the French Concession. 

It was said that the defendant, Yang Tai-kee, 
‘was now dead, and he was represented hy his 
sou and two partners in business. Mr. Millot, 
asthe agent of the latefirm of Messrs. Heitz and 
Deveze, who still have a claim of something 
like Tis. 29,000 againet the estate of Messrs. 
Fajard, Schaurveker and Co., was present on. 
bebalf of the creditors. Mr. Fajard, it was 
said, had been told the case was to be heard 
to-day, but he was not in attendance. The 
proceedings were couducted in French and 
Chinese. 

On behalf of the defendant it was urged 
that the chop on the bill was not the one used 
by him ; his was an oblong chop, and the one 
on the bill was a square one,’ It was also 
pointed out that the bill was dated on a day 
that did not exist in the Chinese calendar. 
Tt was dated the 30th day of the 11th moon 
of the Ist year of Tung-chih, whereas in 
reality there were only 29 days in that pa 
cular month ; and Yang Tai-kee, it was con- 
tended, would never make a mistake of that 
kind on such an important document. It was 
also explained that the 30th day of the 11th 
‘moon could not have been mistaken for the 
Ist day of the 12th moon, as the Ist day of 
each moon iu war times ‘was set apart for 
religious ceremonies. Defendant's books wore 





























also 
taine 
Bill ; and it “was also 
of a transaction involving the expenditure 
‘Tis. 35,000 for arms and ammunition th 
would be some record of it at the Taotai’ 
yamen ; and if the hill was a true one they 
thought it would have been presented for 
paymont. long before it was 

‘Mr. Mrttor explained that at the time at 
the failure of Messrs. Fajard, Schaurveker 
aud Co., no mention was mase of the bill, 
and interesis of his principals and the 

rs generally, he thought it only right 
that its value should be determined by the 
Court, and especially so as Mr. Fajard wan 
expected to lave shortly for home, and m 
tell his creditors there that he had left a bill 
in Shanghai for ‘Tls. 35,000. 

The Covur decided that the evidence was 
in favour of the defendant, and that there 
‘were no grounds on which the creditors could 
sustain the claim against him. 


produced and examined, and they con. 
no entry to correspond with the 
explained that 
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Gxtragts, 


HE AFGHAN WAR, 


(Brom Indian Papers, de.) 
Lahore, 2nd Des, 








going on between the Brit 
oficials at Peshawur and the Cabul officials, 
ding the departure and ¢ of the 
i Letters had been received from 
saying that the Ameer could not attend 
ness, and that the matter of the Miss 
departure must he wholly deferred, 
pending the Ameer’s pleasure, It wae in 
reply to these distinct intimations of an ins 
tention to put off the business indefinitely, 
that the Commissioner of Pesbawur was ins 
structed to g 
start on the ng is the 
text of hi Dated, 7th Septrinber, 
1878. After compliments, L write this friendly 
letter to inform you that the 16th or 17th 
September has be fixed for the departure 
of a mission of bigh rank from the British 
Goverment of Cabhul, and that the Mission 
will start, whether Nawab Goolam Hoosan 
shall or hall not, by that time, have had 
the honor of waiting on his Highness the 
Amecr, The ol t for which the Mission is 
deputed is friendly, and the refusal of freo 
assage to it, or interruption, or injury to ite 
iendly progress, will he regarded as an act of 
hostility. I am ‘to explain that the Mission 
will not in any case enter the capital of Cabul 
before the expiry of the mouth of Ramazan, 
In conclusion, may you keop well,” 
3rd Dee, 

No disturbances reported from the Khyber 
Pass to-day, Authentic intelligence has been 
received that Jellatabad is evacuated. No 
troops mearer than Cabul. General Stewart 
is at Kirka, 















jon would 































Kurrachee, 4th Dev. 
Major Butler, of the 9th Regiment, has re- 
tured from Turkistan, after completing @ 
survey of neatly 6,000 imiles of the country, 
Lhear he has so managed matters with tie 
‘Turcomans that they are ready with their 
splendid cavalry to co-operate with the 

British in attacking the Russiaus or Afgha 
He starts to-morrow to havo an intervi 

with Lord Lytton, 

Labore, 4th Dee. 


A report from Peshawur gives’ further de- 
tails of the causes of Abdulls Noor's defection 
from the malcontent tribesmen, When tho 
Mir Akhor (Master of the Horse) fled from 
Ali Musjid, he dismissed Abdulla with « 
Sarge sum of money and instructions to do ail 
he could to raise disturbances in tie Khyber 
Pass aud interrupt our communications 















Abdulla, however, sent word to Cabul that 
unless 





the Ameer cvuld immediately send 
nd a further supply of money, 

ing, as his friends ainong the 
Afridis were disheartened aud were retura: 


ing home. 
5th Dec. 


Ibis stated on the best official authority 
that the attacke on convoys, &¢., in the 
Khyber Pass are much exaggerated by sen- 
tational telegrame, Captain binclean’s death, 
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which the Civil and Miliary Gazette and 
Pioneer announced, is authoritatively coutra- 
dicted, Me is fast recovering. 

Gth Dec. 


reported that the Ameer is removing 
iy from Cabul to ‘Tur He 

to have sent troops to Tazin, 15 miles 
outside Cabul, probably to quict the minds of 
Brigade at Basawal all well. 
Khyber quite quiet. General Moule is at 














Jomrovd. It is reported, but not confirmed, 
that an advauce force ‘occupied Jellalabad 
with opposition, ‘The Vicerny hay received 


the following telegram from Her Majesty the 
Queen :— 

“Thave received the news of the decisive 
vietory of General Roberts and the ‘splendid? 
bebaviour of my brave gobliers with pride 
and satisfaction, though I must ever deplor 
the unavoidable loss of life. Pray enquire 
after wounded in my name, May we con. 
it ve you! 

‘Tho ultimatum was delivered at Jumrood 
‘9n the morning of the 2nd November to Fai- 
‘Mahomed Khan, and uiust have been delivered 
to the Ameer, at the latest, on the 7th or Sth, 
the uaual time of transit hy post being four 
days, Allowing fivedaysfor the return journey, 
tho time given to the Ameer for consideration 
Was not less than seven or eight days. I hear 
ian olficera with a doctor aud 
were, up to the time of very 
recent reports, still at Kabul. Almost all the 
‘guns captured are rilled guns of brass, irou, 
Or steol, Urowing shells of uative manufacture 
milar to the imountain batteries presented by 
the Britisl: aud firing with great precision up 
to.2,600 yards. ‘The Maharajah of Bhurtpur 
offered a regiment of Jat cavalry to join ns a 
contingent. According to the corrected ver- 
sion of a London telegram received by the 
Times of India, the new frontier line will 
extend trom Pishiu Valley to Jellalabad, and 
our froutior will embrace all th 
ranges between that line and the 
‘Kandahar and the valley beyond Shutarga 
is occupied, the object of the preseut cau 
will be attained, at an estimated cost of a 
million sterliug. ‘Scindiah has come to Labore, 
Zubardust Killa, through ‘Chul, 
6th Bee. 

Tho General avd staff arrived here loot 
night, aud are awaiting the other brigade aud 
‘coumissariat, 

‘Phe enemy has fled in great confusion, ‘The 
Shutargardan Pass as beon left and a Inege 
quantity of grain in the adjoining. village 
‘Pho victory” iv complete erushing. 
Kighteen gitus were captured, and. large 
stores and ammunition supplies.’ ‘Lhe troops 
are improving the road over Pewar. 

Lahore, 7th Dec, 

A telegram from General Biddulph, dated 

gives particulars of the’ recon- 
noitring of the Pisin borders. ‘Lhe eou- 
tinuous plains reuder the Pisbin country 
eauily traversed aud held. ‘They advanced ax 
far as ‘Toba. ‘The Kaudabar road branches 
off two miles beyond. A letter bas arrived 
to-day from the Ameer, which iva reply to the 
ultimatum, — He professes to have written os 
19th November, butit did uot reach Dhaka 
Oth November, and is believed to have been 
rewritten by tho Ameer after the uews of the 
Ali Musjid defeat, ‘The general contents are 
as follows: Tt acknowledges she ultimatum, 
criticizes the reported friendly intentions of 
the British Goverument, aud alludes to its 
past action, especially the intercession for 
Yakub Kha, as coutradictory to such inten- 
tious, ‘The refusal to receive the Mission was 
not intended as a hostile action, but arose 
from fear of the loss of independence to which 
allusion was made in the ultimatam and which 
the protection of the Khyber tribes who es- 
corted the Mission coutirmed. ‘The Ameer 
states that there is no enmity between 
Afghanistan and the British Government, and 
that he desires to resume his former friendly 
relations. He concludes by stating that he 
will uot resist a small temporary mission. A 
telegram from Sir Sam Browne reports all 
quictand satisfactory. Supplies are coming in 
very freely at the front, 

‘Rawal Pindee, Sth Dec. 

It is reported on good authority that upon 
the disascrous news of the defeat of 
troops xt Pewar Cotul on the 
the Ameer, he fled from Cabul in the direc: 
tiou of Yarkand, accompanied by oniy a tew 
of his followers, Letters from the Kuram 
force state that uo serious resistance is ex- 
























































































pected. At the Shutargardan Pass our loss 
fon the 2ud was comparatively sumall, two 
Earopean officers killed, two wounded, thirty 
European soldiers killed and wounded, and 
60 natives. The Sth King's and the '72ud 
Highlanders of the Europeau corps suffered 
most. It is expected that another large 
reserve force will be formed by Hussan Abdul, 
«der General Bright's command, for the pur- 
pose of replacing General M: division, 
which is gone to Peshawur. ‘The force con 
sists principally of the uative contingent. 
Quetta, Sth Dec. 
‘The camp moves on Mouday to Aremba 
Karez, Ce foree joius to-morrow, 
you Mouday. 
iabar news, the 
concentrating everything about 
‘He bas made a speech to the 
tovops, aud says that as soon as he gets the 
promised Russ ney, he will join the 
v force at Kandahar are dis- 
half their pay is to be in grain, 
and the other half in the promised mouey, 
‘The weather is clearing up. ‘The health of 
troops is good. A Proncer telegram frou. 
Quetta, of the 9th, says that Major Sandeman, 
Captain Hanua, the Sarawan and Jalawan 
Durani chiefs, and an escort of the Sind horse 
made » successful reconnaissance to the crest 
of the Cojuck Pass, and that all is favourable 
for progress. 













































Lahore, 9th Dec. 
Colonel Watson is to bave an Evglish staff 
aud a native contingent, to be distributed 
between Jamrvod and ‘A movement 
on Jellalabad has bee resolved on. Accord- 
formation received from Dhaka, on 
Mir Akhor was at Peshboluk, Part 








vapture, but be escaped to the 

wher parts of the Safed Koh Range, Some 

sickness prevails among the uative troops, but 
the British are very healthy. 

Bombay, 9th Dec, 

‘The strength of the Ali Musjid garcison’ is 




















tillery, two field 
5 ink ix regiments containing 
2,500 men armed with Entields ; levies, six 
ards coutaining GOO mew ; total, about 
00 meu and 24 guns. ‘The guns wero all 
captured. 's cavalry were fired 
ato ly the guides as they galloped down the 
Jost many men and horses. Of the 
try only one regiment got away with 
their arm captured and d 
armed by the guides, the rest were plundered 
by the Afridis, 
Zabburdust Killa, through Thu!l, 
9th Dec. 
At the Powar affair the enemy were 
compl-tely demoralized. ‘Their gune were 
iu excellent condition, and the ammunition 
admirably made. Had they a general with 
avy strategic skill, 20,000 men would not 
have accomplished what our small force has 
done, Our loss, had it not been for the cover 
of the felled trees and boulders, would have 
been immense, It ie difficult to couceive why 
the enemy neglected removing the trees aud 
loose stones below their positions, aud why 
they had only three guns at the ‘top of thie 
hur Pass, It is probable they only balf 
believed ix the possibility of a turnivg move- 
meut being attempted, and had no conception 
of the weight of our forces being swung round 
to their flank and rear by the Spinghur route. 
‘Yhe stuckades they they threw up were ex- 
cellent, but not of a nature to offer serious 
obstruction. ‘They fought most resolutely. 
u and again they came down from the 
hills and attempted to retake with sword aud 
bayonet their stockades. Since the battle 1 
have gone round the position held by the 
euemy. ‘Their natural strength is marvellous, 
"That we succeeded is marvellous, considering 
the wretchedly small force we had. General 
Roberts had practically only one European re- 
giment, the wing of the 72ud and the Sth, and 
it is impossible to follow the battle aloug the 
courseof the country fought over without being 
amazed at the brilliant success achieved ; but 
to reap the full effects of this crushiag blow iu- 
Hicted we must have more troops. The number 
of the enemy killed is not known, Bebind 
the harricades at the top of the Spingbur 
Poss furty-tw bodies were counted, and on 
the hiil about 100 men must have fallen, 







































































‘Tho yeuthtul appearance of the enemy's 
dead Was susprisin. the average age being 
not much above 20. All the bodies were 








stripped by Jajis, and the dead on Pewar 
Kothal were slashed aud hacked when we 
came up. Some of the euemy's troops 
were dressed very much like the 20th on the 
Spinghur Pass, “aud were led by o flaxen 
haired wan, who wore a head-dress somewhat 
like a Glengarry cap. ‘The artillery at Koth 
was woll served. At Jun Top Pass the gun 
ners were picked off one by oue by our rifle. 
men, with the exception of oue gallant fellow, 
who served his gun almost to the last and 
then attempted to take it off. ‘The troops 
appeared to be commanded by aman who rode 
gu a grey horse, and displayed great gallantry, 
He was eererely wounded, bub aot captured, 
Mr. Macpherson, the special correspondent of 
thie Standard, is prostrate frou fever, and has 
been removed to the field Lospital. ‘The losson 
our side isuow ascertained to bi 
2, men 18 ; wounded, 2 officers 
General Roberts wad at Alikhel on the 6th 
and Rokeiar on the 7th aud is proceeding with 
‘@ reconuoitring party towards Shutargardan, 
‘Phe wet and snow are holding off, but the 
cold is severe, It is probable that the columu 
will not advauco beyond Shutargardan, and 
with the exception of the 28th, wil returu to 
K although friendly in pro- 
fare not eager to supply provisions, 
be fortified for the winter, A 
Ghilzai reports that Wali Muhammad hh 
been sent by the Ameer from Cabul to take 
the cominand of the troops at Pewar and to 
the Ghilzaie, but was met aud turned 
back by fugitives from Pes 
Roiaw, through Thull, 10th Dee, 
We arrived hero yesterday, aud march to 
day for Hizan, 1b is not anticipated that 
there will be much opposition from the Shutar- 
gardan detachment. ‘The Jajia think the 
result is doubtful, aud hesitate to bring in 
Pyerisioue aud dowand exorbitant prices, 
they have seized and concealed an 
innense auount of stores. From Alikbal the 
route into the Korum will be explored when 
‘At Quetta rumours are increasing 
about a fore from Herat having arrived at 
Kaudahar, A private of the 70th has beeu 
stabbed eleven times by a Kandabari. Captain 
Molyneux, of the Transport, las shot himself 
t Shalypure ; he was temporarily insane, 1b 
reyorted at Dadur that troops are moving 
up as they artive, 
























































Bombay, 11th Dec, 
in replying to the ultimatum, 
regard to the expressio 

wy tn refering t9 the friendly 
character of the Missiou, and the goodwill of 
the Britieh Goverument, that he leaves it to 
His Excellency, whose windom aud justice are 
universally adwitted, to decide whether any 
reliauee can be placed upon goodwill, if it be 
evideuced by words only ; hut if, ou the other 
hand, gvodwill really consiste of deeds aud 
actious, then it had not been wauifested by 
the various wishes expressed aud the proposals 
made Ly the British officials during the last 
few years to the officials of this “*God-granted. 
Govermnent,” proposals with whieh, Crow 
their uature, it would be impossible tu comply. 

‘One of the proposals referred to the un- 
dutifal ad ill-starred wretch, Ma- 
hounned Yakoob Khan, and was contains 
ed iu x letter addressed to the British 
Agent then residing at Cabul, aud who 
had written in a letter that’ if Yakoob 
jan were released our friendship with 
the Afghan Government would be firmly 
cemented, vut otherwise uot. 

‘The are several other grouuds of complaint 
of a similar nature which contaiu no evidence 
|, but which un the contrary aro 
‘wcreasing the aversion aud apres 
Leusion sleealy entertained by the subjects 
of the God-granted Government. 

‘The Ameer denies that he was actuated by 
feelings of direct hostility to the Britien 
Government in refusing to receive a mission 
at Cabal; but says ny officials were afraid 
its arrival would affect the independence of 
his Government and auuihilate the friendship 
existing between the two Governments. 

He uext refers to the Viceroy’s dectaration 
to bold him (the Auer) responsible for auy 
injury which might befall the guides of the 
Mission, and says that had hia apprehensions 
proved yroundless and the object of the 
Mission been really friendly aud no force or 
thie.ts of violence used, they would, as a 
matter of course, have been allowed’ free- 

























































passage, as suck missions are customary and 
Of frequent occurrence between allied states. 
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His Government has msintained and always 
will maintain the former friendship which 
existed between the two Governments, and 
he cherishes no feelings of hostility and op- 
08 n towards the Government. {t 
ls incumbent upon the officials of the British 
Government that they should not consent to 
infict injury upon well diepored nei 
and impose a burden of grievous troubles upon 
the shoulders of sincere friends, but on the 
contrary to exert themselves to maintain the 
friendly feelings which had hitherto existed 
towards this God-granted Government. 
the British Government should desire to send 
® purely friendly aud temporary mi it 
a small escort uot exceeding 20 or 30 men, 
similar to that which attended the Ru 
Mission, he would not oppose its progres 
12h D 


























Tt is ramoured that an officisl of bigh stand- 
ing at Cabal has arrived ab Jellalabad with 
full powers to treat with the British, ‘Th 
Vicoroy goes to Calcutta on the 19th, He 
will hold a levee on the 30th, a Star of India 
inatallation ou the Ist January, aud a state 
Vall on the 7th, 








Rewul Pindeo, 12th Dee. 
, It is reported that an Afghan of high stand- 
ing at Jellalabad comes to request the Sirdare 
to invite the British to go to Cabul 
anew Co 
aurrection, 














‘THE WERDERMANN ELECTRIC LIGHT. 
(he Telegraphic Joiernal. ) 

moat recent development of the electric 
ig 83 that invented by Mr, Rich- 

mi, and which wae 
November 2ud, at the worl 
jegraph Manufactory, 
to a number of 








Nighti 





ard Werde 
Saturday, 

British iM 
Ros, 





ntitic yeutlemen aud 











din hin exp 
ul Dr, Corne 
it of the inventor 
0 demonstrate that ny the new system a 

ble number of lighte could be placed 
in oue circuit aud steadily maintained without 
the employment of any clockework ur slectros 
magnetic apparatus connected with tI 

‘he display was chiefly of an exp 
character, the lamps used being 
different in construction to those which will 
be placed in actual work, but it was quite 
sufficient for scionti 





















_ The prineip! 
tion consists in keeping a small vertical 
pencil of carbon in contact with a large hori- 
zontal disc of the samo material above it, Br. 
Wordermann was led to adopt this 
ment, aa the result of numerous experimente, 

In ‘accordance with the for 
Mr. Werdermann constructs hi 
following mauner :— 

He places the negative electrode u 
alving it the form of « solid 
abont two inches in di 
thick, ‘This is oucircled by a 
ribbon and proton; 











permot 
of carbon, 
one inch 
id of copper 
terminal to which 
one of the is attached. Tae 
lower or pe carbon, which is a thi 
round pencil, 3 millimetres in diam-ter, 
placed vertically beneath the negati 
trode, in a tube up which it a ‘This tube 
has a prolongation of thick copper divided in 
‘two parts, and pressing against the pencil and 
formiug contact with it, this forme the otler 
terminal of the lamp. 




































‘Thé lower carbon is kept in contact with th 
upper oue by chaing attached to ita lower ex- 
tremit; up over palleys sud 








gain toa counterbalance weight, which always 
keeps the point of the pencil in gentle coutact 
with the disc as the former gradually burns 
aw 











"The experiments were commenced by put- 
ting two tall Ininps in circuit, such as will be 
used for out-door lighting. 

‘These lamps gave n light e 
candles each, and were cont 
parallel circuit. The lamps had no globe 
and the lights were wonderfully clear, of a 
pure colour, and perfectly free from the blue 
or purple rays so often seen in the electric arc. 
Botter than all was the remarkable steadinese 
of burning, there being an entir. 
any jumping or flickering whatever, 

Alter allowing these to burn for some time, 
the current was then sent through a row of 
10 smaller lavips, arranged on a shelf, aud 





















burned with the same brillisucy and steadiness, 
and proved must conclusively that the divisi- 
bility of the light was an accomplished fact, 
and when we say that this satisfactory result 
was obtained with an electroplating Gramme, 
the bobbios of which are wound with thick 
copper ribbon, and giving an electro-motive 
force of only 4'Danioli’s cells, it seems prob- 
ble and reasonable to suppose that with 
le machines, Mr, Werdermann will be 
enabled to put 50, 100, or even 500 lights i 
circuit, and thus solve the problem of 
‘ing the light more completely than has hither- 
to been the case. 

In fact, Mr. Werdermann stated that liad 
his Iampe been ready, he could bave put in 
circuit considerably grea'er number of lights 
than were exhibited. 

In the 10 small lamps the carbon pencils 
bara away at the rate of about 2 inches per 

our. 

‘The large lamps, having pencils of 43 mm. 
diameter, burn from 23 to 3 in. per hour. 

‘The carbons aro waufactured in Paris in 
lengths of about one yard, and at a cost of 
about 1 frane per yard, which length would 
keep up a light for 12 Lours, 

‘Then again, by this eyetem, all the Ismps 
are lighted simmultanccusly, and can all be as 
readily extinguished, and ag % 

In regard to the strength of this light, we 
have before observed that oue object of the 
it ‘to moderate the intensity, so as to 
id having any of the illuminating power 
reduced by covering the lamps with opal or 
ground glass globes, as in other systems, ‘The 
two large lamps did not dazzle the eyes, there 

ing no change of colour and no jumping, #0 
it is therefore the intention of Mr, Werder. 
maun to uae ordinary glass globes, so that 
scarcely any loss of light will be incurred. 












































‘The following items 
the Telegraphic Journal 
been appointed to exninine the question of 
illuminating the harbour of Cronstadt by 
the electric light, in order to prevent night 
attacks on the forte.—A Municipal Council 
is also considering the advisability of light 
ing the streets of St. Petersburg by electricity. 
—'The electric light is being tested for use in 
the Royal Arsenal work-shops and at the 
w It also be tried in 




















jolwich lab 
the General Post Of 
—Extousive additions began at the Beckton 
Gas Works have been stopped, pending the 
invasion of the electric light. 

















THE ELECTRIC LIGHT. 
(The Fronmonger.) 
Since the publication Iast week of our 
comments on this subject there bas been quite 
& panic amongst the sharobolders of the gas 
companies, ‘The daily newspapers have been 
flooded with letters pro and con, and 
aluo recorded various statistics—eome setting 
forth the excessive cost of the electric light 
8 compared with gas, and others proving with 
equal fairness the greater cheapness of the 
new illuminator. Most attention has been 
commanded, however, by the republication of 
an article which had appearc ww York 
journal, detailing the manner in which Mr. 
Edison, of phonograph notoriety, declares that 
he has solved the knotty problem of being 
able to diffuse the electric light to any required 
extent, The publication of this extract caused 
a notable feelivg of dismay in gas circles, as 
was pretty plainly evinced by the great fall 
which bas siuce taken place in the value of 
bares in the various metropolitan and pro- 
vincial undertakings of that ilk. ‘This sudden 
depreciation has no doubt answered the pur- 
pose of Stock Exchange speculators remark. 
ably well, and it would merely be a waste 
of time for us to point out the folly of ‘selling 
out capital securities on the strength of what 
ia at present a rumour—and rumour oaly. 
Mr, Edison is, without doubt, a genius, but 
it is equally ‘certain that he is also given to 
tting forward statements which uever 
come toa head.” Some—indeed many—ot 
his theories have been embeiied with success, 
but a great number of others have died im: 
mature deaths. ‘That this ia the case is seen 
to be an undoubted fact, when it is stated 
that the clever young American is popularly 
reported to spend the whole of his wakivg 
hours in travelling to and from the pat 













































connected parallel, ‘Thess lamps were esti- 
mated to give about 40 candles each ; each oue 


office. In the present instance, it is quite 
possible that what is claimed cin be carried 





out, but until we are placed in possession of 
additional information, it will be quite as well 
to suspend our judgment and “await tho 
development of events.” Certainly Mr. 
Edison promises profusely, and if only one 
half of what he alleges can bo carried out in 
practice, a revolution in lighting and 

t hand. It iy alleged that ho 
fe the electric light and apply it to 
the existing gas fixtures at c. considerable 
reduction in price, How this marvellous per- 
formance is to be realised we are not informed, 
nor are we as yet told in what manner Mr, 
Edison can “light the entire lower part of 
New York city with fifteen or twenty 
dynamo-electric machines actnated by a 500- 
‘horse power engine.” ‘The American prodigy 
—for such he is—does tell us, however, that 
there must he a “light centre,” whence wires 


























now in use, 5 
meter, whenco these wires will pa 
the house, tappiug small metallic contrivances 
that may be placed over each burner. ‘Then 
housekeepers may turn off their gas and send 
the meters back to the companies whence 
they came, Whenever it is desired to light 8 
jet it will only be nevessary to touch a little 
spring near it, No matches are required.” 
This is. bad enough for the unfortunate ga 
companies, but it ie not all. Ho promises that 
the same wiro that brings the light shall also 
convey power and heat—whereby ono m: 
“run an elevator, a 
other moving mechanics ‘ane 
also cook: food, at ifling cost.” This, we 
coufess, looks formidable on paper, and will, 
we suppose, make our friends the enginoers 
and stove manufacturers—not to mention the 
colliery owners—tremble in their boots. But 
oven this is not all Mr. Edison can do, for bia 
vast and enoyclopadian mind stoops to petty 
financial detai xn when most but 
gaged in schemes of cosmopolitan vasti 
He has calculated tho cost of light, power, 
and heat generated by electricity, as com: 
pared with the ordinary means of producing 
them, and finds that by a battery, or steam- 
power, it is 46 times cheaper, aud by water- 
power probably 95 per cent. cheaper! The 
same amount of light as that now given by 
1,000 cubic feet of ordinary gas, for which in 
New York 10s. to 12s, in paid, snay be had by 
2 to 15 oF about 6d.! 
nouncement we had better hido 
our diminished heads, avd await the fival 
trump with as much resignation as wo can 












































command, In tho meautimo a great deal of 
nonsense is being written on the subject, 
Cortain wiseacres assert that the light destroys 





colours ; that it makes persons and things; 





Took ike ghastly shadows ; that i i white; 
that it ia blue; that it ia violet; that it 
excessively doar ; that it is surpi 

that it gives out great heat ; # 
no heat at all—and so on through a whole 
series of the most extraordinary contradictions 
er published. As a matter of fact, we may 
y, from our own inspection and examiuatio 
of the light, colours are not affected, nor 
the appearances of objects ; the light is white 
and intensely bright, but can be softened or 
tinted by globes at will ; heat is not produced 
in any appreciable degreo ; and the cost does 
certainly sppear, under present conditions, 
in excess of gas. At tho samo time, despite 
all these contrary statements, it would be 
most unwise to beglect the new mothod of 
illumination, for we already know, and have 
proven, uffcient about it to make it certain 
that it will supersede the old-fashioned 
method of lighting to a very materi" extent, 









































THE VALUE OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, 
(Pall Mall Budget.) 

‘The letters interchanged between Lord 
Lawrence and Sir James Stephen have in- 
cidentally raised a point which one of the 

isputants bas very justly described as pot 
sessing great interest. Is the body of usages 
known as International Law of any value, 
and, if it is of none, can it be advantageously 
replaced by auything else? Sir Janos Stephen 
considers that the systemn is ‘rendered possi- 
Dle by the fact that the leading civilized 
nations are practically for most purposes of 
nearly equal force. ‘The whole is built on 
the fiction that nations are permanent moral 





























persons and that they are all equal aud inde- 
pendent,” He thinks that these assumptions 
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have very slight relevancy to the condition of 
Indian oF even of Asiatic States sand he seems 

jer that in arguing about them, or 
1 our conduct towards them,’ we 
should do well to begin with the recognition 
of their inferiority to ourselves. Lord Law- 
renco “joins issue (with Sir Janes Stephen) 
on the point.” He protests that, ‘“considera- 
tions of honour, of equity, and even of policy 
aro of a8 great’ importance in India as else- | 
where.” ‘There is something to be eaid against | 
Sir Jaines Stephen's summary way of describ- 
ing system of rules having an enormous 
buik and serving vory different purposes ; but 
Lord Lawrence hos’ plainly not understood 
bis antagonist, whose point is that if there 
were no intervational law, “honour, equity, 
and policy” would have freer play than at 
present, even in the civilized West, Inter- 
national law, ‘Sir James Stephen, pro- 
luce pettfogging practice in public alfsirs 
It lesds to the invention of decorous false 
protences for fightivg. Many of the people 
who really wished to go to war with the 
United States during the War of Secession 
because they hated the Northern cause, found 
a pretext for it in the Tyent affair, though 
they would have been ashamed to say plainly, 
“Lot us go to war with the Americans be: 
causo it is for our interest to break up the 
‘Union by force of arms.” 

‘The chaige against international law that 
it tends tv make great quarrels turn on 
technical disputes is uot altogether unfounded ; 
but we think it truer of that law as under- 
atood by this country and the United 
States than as followed by the bulk of 
ivi ions, Englisimen and Ameri- 
edly follow a uviversal Law of 
mut they construe it in a spirit 

‘od push aiuch farther 
its supposed aualogy to 
the law administered in ordinary courte of 
justice, An English and an American diplo- 
huatist’ will undoubtedly sometimes wrangle 
Tike a couple of country attorneys ; but it can 
hardly be snid that the diplomatists of other 
States follow our exan.ple- They might more 
juatly be charged with a faulty nethod of the 
opposite kind, and of allowing questions of 

practical moment to be lost 
ities, During the Alabama Arbitration, 
for_ivstance, the English aud American 
arbitrators srgued their cave as if they had 
Deon in court at home; but it is extremely 
doubtful whether any one of the arbitrators, 
except the Lord Chief Jastice of Eugland, 
even attempted to follow argument which 
took s shape to which they Were quite un- 
accustomed, There are, perhaps, net maoy 

which would bave rexsoned as we 

Confederate 
envoys in the vent, or as the Ameri 
whou the English Government ree 
belligerency of the Confederate Stat 
‘we niust not too hastily assuine that this 
tifogging” or technical way of re 
teruational questions always preci 
outbreak of hoatilit ‘he Northern Am- 
ericans, in the frame of mind produced by 
the Southern rebellion, would assuredly have 
Dlockaded the Southern ports at all risks; but 
should we hav» acquiesced in the blockade 
but for our reapect for the extremely technical 
ich the Admiralty Courts of the two 
countries apply to that wubject? ‘The truth 
is, we allowed the blockade olely because we 
revoguized in the Northerners au international 
Tight to blocksie the coasts of an enemy. A 
nation solely counselled by its interests would 
seldom be eo likely to go to war as when a 
great part of its people was exposed by the 
conduct of anothercountry totherisk of starva~ 
tion ; and never was any belligerent less I 
to abundon any mode of coercing auother than 
were the United States during the War of | 
Secession, 

‘The usages which make up international 
law aro rendered possible, says Sir James 
Stephien, by the fact that the leading civilized | 
nations are practically for most purposes of | 
nearly equal force. ‘The whole international 
system “is built on the fiction that nations 

pernavent moral persons, and that they 
Il equal and independent.” Undoubtedly 
acondition towanls which the system 
seems to be tending. ‘The fiction of equality 
has great difficulty in holding its ground 
lesa it very nearly answers to a fact. The | 
existence of the small States of Europe is | 
extremely precarious; aud we have seen one | 
of the yreatest of European States in danger 




















































































































because it chose to act as if nothing would 
tempt it to employ ite strength. This is, 
however, rather a consequence of the decay of 
internstional law than a result of any assuinp- 
tion which enters into its structure, Now. 
ever this body of usages arose, one of the ob- 
jects of those who are entitled to be called its 
founders was to protect the smaller communi- 
ties. And they did succeed in obtaining from 
the whole of the civilized world a recognition 
of tie principle that a feeble State is just as 
touch entitled to manage its own affairs within 
its own territorial limitsas is » peasant pro- 
prictor to do what he likes with his own plot 
of land though he lives only @ stone's-throw 
from the estate of a great landlord. ‘The 
inciple has bad many successes and many 


al influence in calming 
Burope at the ¢ 


of the wars of 

religion ; and, but for it, it my be doubted 
whether there would be a single Protest- 
ant State on the European Continent. On 
the other hand, it has been more or lees 
threatened by every strong feeliny or tendency 
that has grown up in Europe since it arose ; 
and in ou day it is endangered by many 
causes—of which, perhaps, the most powerful 

tho practice or arming’ and drilling whole 
populations, and thus giving a pec 
tinetnesstopreponderance of military strength. 
‘The question, however, is uot whether asa 
matter of fact the equality of small States 
with great ones will have to be abandoned, 
but whether, as a matter of policy, it had 
better he surrendered ae valueless for any 
practical purpose, Weakened as it unquer- 
tionably has beep, we still think that the 
principle deserves the approval of statesmen 
and the patrouago of Governments, Much of 
the happiness of manki still bound 
with the maintenance of small States ; aud, 
as they canuot be extingulabed without ag- 
grandizing powerfal neighbours, they could 
not be escriticed without peril to'the security 
of the States which still couut for somethin, 
in the world. No doubt it will be answered 
that all petty States would be safer if they 
trasted less to their fictitious rights and more 
to their estimate of their true position, aud 
that their powerful neighbours would be 20 
more and no less tempted to attack them 
if the fiction of their equality were abolished. 
As a matter of fact, we believe that there are 
no countries in Eugope which are under fewer 
delusiousastotheirreal situation than Holland, 
Belgium, Sweden, Devmark, and Portugal ; 
and the true question is as to the effect which 
the abandonment of the fiction of equality 
would bare on that covet their 
territory. We thi ily is 
the present anarchy of the ci 
States, it is said, would be left, in the absenco 
of international lav, to the guidance of their 
interests and of such morality as they recog- 

































































































nize ; but it requit ost superhuman saga 
city and kaowledge to discover what are the 
true inte particular State ; and in our 


day the interests cf a country are constantly 
another name for any strong passion or senti- 

happens toaniniate it, ‘This may 
be enthusicam for a mission, for a “higher 
Jaw,” for a “manifest destiny ;" or it may be 
ple ambition with scarcely a tig leat of 
disguise. ‘The waages of the intervational 
aystem do at present put some obstacles 
ip ite way, feoble though they inay be ; since 
their disregard still entails rome discredit. 
Sweep them away, and we cannot gee that ther 
would be any peace. tutil the problem of the 
true interests of all European States had been 
solved by perhaps a century of fighting. It 
would, moreover, be impossible to abandon 
the fiction of equality without surrendering a 
great mass of international rules which have 
Haveno necessary connection withit. Statesin 
ourday arealuost uncontrollable during peace, 
but during war they are as nearly ax poasible 
morally ungovernable. A certain number of 
restraints are atill practically observed by 
them, but these are a creation of iuterna- 
tioval law, for which it has justly been 
claimed as its greatest triumph’ that it has 
imposed some rules upon men at the moment 
when they aro brought to the temper uearest 
to ravagery. 

We have spoken only of the civilized West. 
‘The East is really in the coudition in which 
was the Western world before it xecepted the 
international system ; and thus the appiiea- 
tion to it of our international rules neces 
sarily raises problems of the utmost difficulty. 
Our space does not permit our discussing 
them at present. 
















































of being thrust out of the European concert 


ENGLISH LIFE IN CYPRUS. 

The Daily News correspondent forwards 
the subjoined amusing account of the daily 
routine of life on the island of Cyprus :— 
“English people are still leading a sort of 
camp life here. ‘There are, it is true, one 
or two establishments dignified with the 
name of hotels, but this is all I ean say 
about them, The alternative is to put up 
at the house of a Greek, and it is not a 
difficult matter to find enterprising natives 
willing to inhabit their cellars themselves if 
they can only get Englishmen to rent the 
few rooms of their houses. If the stranger 
agrees to be “boarded ” as well, he deserves 
no little compassion for what he will have 
to endure. A day’s experience at a house 
of the description referred to may show to 
some extent the ways and customs of the 
people. Early in the morning, generally 
before sunrise, the whole household is astir 
—at least the native element in it. What 
with this, the shouting of donkey-men 
bringing water across the courtyard, and 
the heary clattering of the hoofa of masters 
and aninials aliko on the rough stones, added 
to the clacking and shrieking of ‘half-a- 
dozen women, who argue and quarrel 
about the most trivial matter, sleep after 
an early hour is impossible. So tho 
Englishman rises from his lowly couch 
(for the boards of his bed give way por- 
sistently in the night, and he passes the 
remainder of the time tolled in @ sheet on 
the floor) and proceeds to dress, Ho 
plunges into his bath, but, alas ! there is 
no water in it; they have’ forgotten that, 
While he dons a few garments to go out- 
side and make his demand, a harsh syueal- 
ing voice at the shutters shouts in Greek, 
“Mister, mister, six o'clock.” A pair of 
dark eyes may be seen peering through a 
chink in the shutters, and as the inmate 
emerges from his roont he tinds one of the 
women intently gazing through the shutter 
still. Ho explains that it is water that he 
wants, and several of them go off together 
to Dring it; Tt appears that he forgot to 
fasten the door as he went back to his bath, 
for in come two of the women without any 
warning, one bearing a tiny cup of cottee. 
No amount of argument can yet rid of them 
for some minutes, but finally the coffee is 
deposited on a chair—there is no table. 
and once more our friend isalone, But he 
is not left quiet for long, for the eyes con- 
tinue to appear at the shutters and door 
until he stuffs up the aperture with brown 
Paper. Breakias-time comes. Some rapes, 
a loaf of bread without a plate, a cup of 
coffee and some sugar in an old condensed- 
milk tin are placed before him. It is with 
much difticulty that they are told spoons and 
another plate or soare required. An ogg ia 
brought, half cooked, and thrown down on 
the table by the grapes. It is explained that 
in England weasarule use spoons for eggs 
also. But one of the women assures her 
guest that that is nothing—that eggs are 
eaten in Cyprus differently. Suiting the 
action to the word, she dexterously denudes 
tho half of the egg of its shell, and takes 
a bits or long Hiskuntil the pert exposed 
has disappeared. Then she places the rest 
beside the unfortunate victim. While the 
meal goes on as it may, the harpies seat 
themselves on each side of their guest, and 
remark every movement. Occasionally 
they partake of the lesson administered to 
the myriads of flies, and move away, but 
only to return again with shrieking’ and 
shouting. A Greek apparently thinks that 
raising his voice to the utmost is the only 
way to make an Englishman understand 
him. ‘The same dificuities I have recounted 
have to beendured at every meal, Itiseither 
no plates or else a score; no spoon or fork 
or else enough for a dinner party. Repeated 
experience teaches the natives nothing. 
They will not learn. It is always to-morrow 
with them. ‘They promise to do everything 
“to-morrow” —a day which never appears on 
their calendar. ‘The food here is very good, 
but they do not know how to cook it. Fish 























and game there are in abundance, and 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


Jan. 10, 1879. The NC. Berald and S. C. & C. Gasette. 


39 








all but good mutton ; but everything is 
spoiled by ignorance, "The initiated Eng- 
lishman hires his own cook, & Maltese 
‘generally, and then it is possible to have a 
good meal, but not otherwise. Food is 
still very cheap here. Four of us living 
together in Larnaca, and having the best 
of everything, pay the cook 10s. a day 
between us, and he provides us altogether, 
even to the numerous cups of coflee one 
consumes in the course of the day. Wine is 
of course extra, but the vin ordinaire costs 
only 3d. a bottle, and ‘“Commanderia,” 
a better class of wine, resembling Madeira, 
about 6d. Our dinners would cost at least 
15s. each in London, so it will be seen that 
living ia still ridiculously cheap here for 
those who know how to go to work. ‘The 
curiosity and inquisitiveness of the Greeks 
will always have to be endured while you 
‘eccupy any portion of one of their houses. 
A thousand years would never teach them 
to keep their hands off your property, or 
at least to keep out of your rooms. ‘The 
women are rather to be pitied. ‘They lead 
idle, aimless lives, without any kind of 
recreation, pleasure, or intellectual oceupa- 
tion, It is very doubtful too, if they would 
read books even if they had them. ‘They 
care nothing for what they have not the 
capacity to understand. 




















Glippings. 








The Daily Press 
entertained about French 
iron barque Julie, Cs which left 
Hongkong for Quinhon and ouron on 3rd 
Angunt, aud, although duty despatched from 
the’ former port with part of her cargo has 
never been reported as arrived at ‘ouron, 

‘Tho China Mail says little hope seems now 
to remain of the safety of th mer Mada- 
gaxcar (Captain Timm), whivh ves: more 
than thirty days overdue from Bangkok, She 
in waid to have been in good tri ir 
port, and was not by any means dee 

at ale could easily ha 
accident to her machine: 
Chinere passengers on b 
the officers and crew of 





































‘The Times Berlin correspondent, writing on 
the 12th Nov. Cat might torch 
ight procession, headed by deputation of 
the Town Council, waited upon the German 
Emperor at Wiesbaden. In reply to the 
address of the ‘Town Councll, the Emperor, 
after returning thanks, expressed himeli to 
thie effect :—'T felt tle pain caused by my 
wounds lees than the compuleory abstinence 
from my ordinary activity. However, I sm 
hinppy to way that, the. Wieeb: 
agrering with me 

able to resume my functions, I trust th 
the stand made against criminal tendenci 
will be imitated in other States. ‘The peril is 
‘cownion and so ought to be the defence.” 


‘The most generally interesting article in 
month's Contemporary will, we expect, be 
to be that upon the “Alcohol Ques 

" which ie the production of three well- 
known physicians, Sir James Paget and Dr. 
Lauder Branton, while heartily coudemnin 
intemperance as the cause of much social aw 
physical evil, deny that moderate indulgence 
au alcoholic drinks in injuric but, ov the 

























































contrary, they aswert that it is positively 
Leneficinl when taken with due consideration 
to the peculiarities of the cou-umer’s sy stem. 





Dr. Aibert Bernays, who writes the co 

ing portion, while admi 

and dilated win 

spirite, and he is disposed to atts 

of our vational excess to want of places of 
imple amusement and to th 

sunctioned by our present licensing system, 


‘The Customs officials at Chicago made a 
valuable seizure the other day in the 
8 package containing 923 precious 




















signed from Ceylon to Keokuk, lows, Among 
the gems were movnstoner, water sapphires, 
opals, emeralds, white sapphires, rubies, 














nets, blue sapphires, and a quantity 
Besutifol topaz, Leendes » valuable gem know 
“Madras cat’s-eyes,” and about a dozen 
star-atones, eaid to have wever been seen he- 
fore in America. This seizure, it is expected, 
may prove an important clue to sn extensive 
illicit traffic between India and the United 
States. ‘The Inte famine in Hindostan has 
forced thousands of the peasants to di 
fous stones, tressured in their families for 
es ; and the chance thus afforded to ob- 
tain from the starving people gems at pr 
far below their intrinsic value bas possibly 
been trken advantage of by epeculators, 


























Samuel Smiles, the biographer of the Eng- 
incers, has in the press bis new contribution 
to the literature of the pursuit of knowledge 
under difficulties—a life of a Thurso baker, 
k, who worked at geology in the in: 
tervals of busiuess, like Hugh Miller of famous 
memory jographer was called away 
from bis Inbour of love to the not very con- 
genial task of doing to order” the life of 
George Moore, the religious and philanthropic 
warebousemau and millionaire. His life of 
the geological haker will be published by John 
Murray in November. The obituary of the 
week includes the names of two members of 
the profession whose biographies Smiles has 
iNustrated,—Georye Bidder and Jobn Peun. 
Bidder, though a good railway engineer, avd 









































once a right-hand man of Robert Stephenson's, 
is chiefly notable as the wonderful ** ealculat 
ing boy” of sixty or s Penn, 


like Bidder, was at hi ptuagenarinn, 
He had been great in the construction of 
iginer. He built those of the 
§,800 indicated horse power, 
‘the greatest yet achieved, 

‘Tho French have been asking themselves 
by they ent goore at Martinmas. It would 
seem that the bird is roasted for services 
rendered to the Church. St, Martin lived in 
‘8 monastery, having really and truly re- 
nounced the world aud all its vavitier, when 
the pric of ‘Tours became vacant. 
Forthwith the people came to offer the mitro 
to St. Martin, who refused it, being, in bis 




























own opinion, unworthy of so high au honour. 
Of course the people were of a differet 
opinion tho saint was quite 
b ran away avd bid him- 
ther solicitations. A rigorous 


search was instituted, which, however, eeemed 
destined to remain fruitless, till som 

which had npparently joined in it 
reternaturally loud cackling outsid 
Teidid not 2t rat vight appear a likely place 
in which to find the holy man ; and yet. there 
was, and no longer disposed to resist. So 
they made bishop, and the geese the 
cooked ; by which everybody was satisfied. 
And the descendants of the geeve have ever 
aince been especially remembered on the 11th 
of November, the saint's da 




















‘The Californian newspapers are publi 
‘a series of letters by a gentleman beat 
name of Kwang Chang Ling, in which there is 
much told about China that has not been 
hitherto peverally known, ‘the writer says. 
for instance, that the population is ouly 
100,000,000 ' or 120,000,000, instead ef 
450,000,000, as generally reported ; that the 
country has reached the limit of agricultural 
development ; that its prosperity and popula- 
tion have been decreasing since 1761 ; that 
unless improved machinery and methods are 
adopted from the Western countries the people 
will not be able to support themselves, since 
they are already as poor as it is possible to be, 
and can only with great difficulty maintai 
existence ; that the wealth of the 
hands of the fer 

tion and increasing wi 
home there can be no great tide of era 
to the United States, +o that America 
vo cause for anxiety on this point " 
Chang Ling does not explain why, if the popu- 
lation is diminiehing and wages are increasing, 
the people find it harder than ever to earn a 
livelibood ; but, if he is to be believed, the 
prospect of the Chinete is anything but a com- 
fortable one. 

































‘The official reports of the amount of rainfall, 
and the condition of the growing grain in Siam 
are very favourable. In the western rea-conet 
province of Petchaburi, the paddy cultivators 
Planted all the grain they had, and had they 














hhad more seed it could have been planted with 
fA prospect of certain success. inthe of 
their paddy fields are under successful culti- 














vaticn. On the 2st of October paddy in that 
vince was selling for $24 and $25 20 per 
wn, and table rice for 674 cents per bucket, 





—In the enstern sea-coast province of Chants 
buree all the paddy fields were under success. 
ful cultivation, “More than 1,500 rais have 
been placed under cultivation, and the pros- 
pects are highly satisfactory in all the paddy- 
growing regions of thet proviuee, On the 
1th of Seplember paddy was selling in that 
rovines for $19.20 and $20.40 per coyau,— 
he official report, from Kanburee, one of the 
inland western ‘provinces, is highly en- 
couraging. More than 8,000 rais of paddy 
fields were under successful cultivation, and 
wromise.a good yield. On the Ist of Novem- 
ber paddy’ was selliig in that. provineo. for 
$19.20 and table rice at 60 cents per bucket, 
Visitors from Ayuthia, the old capital, 
the paddy prospects in’that region are very 
flatter.ng.—TThe official report from the 
eastern seacoast Province ‘Trait is very 
favourable. Paldy in that province at the 
time of the report was selling for $16.80 per 
coyan.—The last official report from Rabchas 
buree, ove of the western provinces, stater 
that over 62,000 rais of laud wero undie 
euccessful cultivation, ‘The growing grang 
was full of promise,” Puddy was soiling at 
the time of the report. from $18.00 to $19.20 
per coyan.—Siam Advertiser. 









































‘The fron 
indefinite, and the adjoinin 


Ili valley. 
China is very 
territory is inbabited by races which use 
nominally to belong to China but now openly 
proclaiin their allegiance to the Czar. ‘Taking 





advantage of this state of things, the Russians 
working the goldficlds of Minussiuek, 
h aro really in Chinese territory, with 
jerable success. Another event which will 
probably be of great importance to Siberia, 
both from a political and an industrial point 
of view, is the discovery of the north-eastern 
passage round the ‘T'cbeluskin Jromenter a 
hich has hitherto been co jered inaccessible 
both for steamers and snili 
only once heen passed in y 
tuan awed Tebeluskin, in 1742, ‘This passage 
ureatly facilitates the communications of 
European Russia with tho Pacific, and it i 
‘expected to afford great advantages to Russia 
in the event of a war with Evglaud, 
is chiefly for the development of the Siberian 
trade thut the discovery will be valuable, It 
is only three years since the connection was 
discovered the mouthe of the Ob and the 
Yenisei, and already Siberia has sent in the 
resout’ year threo ships Indeu with corn, 
hewp, flax, &c., to Europe. A return trade 
will probably eoon take place from European 
ports to the mouth of the Lena, which would 
place Europe in direct commercial communica 
tion with Siberia would, the corres 
capable of supplyin 
rable portion of the Europenn rar! 
With its raw products, if ite agriculture were 
developed and its labouring class increased by 
culonizatic 
















ledge, 


























iberia. 


















‘The stato of expectation in which the public 
mind allows itself to be held with referenco 
to the so-called ‘divisibility’ of the electric 
light by Mr. Edison is somewhat surp 
seeing that all the time this divisibilit 
fait accompliin England, and way be wit 
‘and tested any mi 
printing-oftice. Armed with an order for this 
purpose, 1 went there the otber evening ; and 
this is what I saw :—From gaslight we merged 
suddenly into what seemed a flood of daylight, 
which came from ‘ix small lamps placed at 
intervals round a large room, in which com- 
positors and others where busy at work. 
‘These lamps were suspended #0 av to be raised 
and lowered at will. In compliance with the 

































wish of one of the gentlemen present, one of 
tirese Tights, selected at lnphazard, was 
turned out by means of a tap, and remained 
out without the slightest perceptible increase 
» the volume of light in the other latnps, 
Then another light at a distance was treated 
in a similar manner, and with like result, 
‘These two were then re-lit by a turn of the 
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tap the reverso way, and turned on full power. 
‘Then one was slightly ‘lowered,’ eo as to 
give about a third of its full light, as with 
Ordinary gat. In short, we found there a 
rusoful and agreeable light, which can be 
moderated and arranged to suit all ciroum- 
stances, This is the Rapief light. 
electrician, and shall not attempt to give a 
technical description of the apparat 
ployed ; but it seemed to possess great simpli- 
city. MI. Rapieff says he caa burn ten lights 
in one circuit ; that his carbons will burn for 





































ten hours ; that they can be easily renewed, 
and without extinguishing 

further estimates its com i 
ag as less than a third. His statements may 
Petakcen for what they are but judg- 
ing from what ly saw in the Times 
office, I should r gas shareholders 


Degin to ‘hed; 
shares the better. 





investing in electric light 
“Aldas, in The World. 


Like the Chinese, the Japanese do not vet 
seom able ‘to walk well alone” in the 
application of forcign mattera scientific, as 
witness the following extract from the Japan 
Gazette ly Japanese officials have 

is for getting articles manu- 

own country rather than 
buying thom at a tenth of the cost from 
responsible manufacturers abroad. We do not 
presume to queetion their Judge ent; but a 
joubt arises Whether the good of the country 
can possibly bo their object. Costly experi- 
ments that have turned out failures are fumi- 
iar to all ; steamers built that could not move 
fhroagh thio water; balloons bursting before 
Imperial Majesty bad time to enjoy the sight 
‘of au ascont ; Kuitakuahi engineoring, &e. &, 
‘hese ventares are now getting fewer and 
fewer, but that they have not disappeared 
altogether ia shown by the following story, 
for the accuracy of the neneral details of which 
we can vouch :~It seems that arailway crane 
was required for the works at the Kamershi 
mines in the province of Oshiu. Instead of 
purebasing this abroad, or, at least, of con- 
atructing it under tho saperintendence of one 
of their foreign fngineer he is of 
the public works’ department gave the task to 
some engineering workshops at a place called 
Akabane, which is said to be situated som 
where in the capital. It is easy to imagine 
how books wero examined, and consultations 

















































held by the newly-fledged engineers ; proce 
ings, be it observed, entirely unnecessary, 
asmuch ss thousands of precisely similar 
‘machines have been constructed in all parts of 
the world. ‘The crane was at length finisbed, 
and was sent to the mines, In erecting it | 
there, the frst accident occurred ; when the 
balance rod wes put on, the ingenious contri- 
vance overbalanced itself 
ground. This, howeve: 
aud the testing of the 
menced. Now, s crane which is to be em- 
ployed in raising weights up to five tons is 
supposed to be able to bear a much larger 
weight when tested ; aud the common assump 
tion is that it may’ be strained up to ten or 
fifteen tous. This precious crane, it appears, 
fell to pieces when something considerably 
ess than its ordinary working strain was ap- 
plied. ‘The constructor probably is now» 
sadler and wiser man. How the mines, 
which had been expecting this inachine for a 
ong time, got on until another was made ; or 
whether it was then found that a crane was 
wholly unnecessary, we are not informed.” 















































PASSENGERS, 
Drrarren, 

Por str. Gentai Afaru, for Japan—Messre, 
BM. Y, Nagacka and R. Stube. For Hiogo— 
Sir W. R. Robinson and K. Piotrowski. For 
Yokohama—Rev. L. H, Gulick and Mr. G. 
W. Swayne. For San Fraucisco—Mr, and 
Mra, A. A. Fish 














AnnivEp. 

Per str. Yeh-sin, from Seratow and Amoy— 
Meagre, Nile Moller and H. H. Johnston. 

Per str. Genkai Muru, from J 
and Mrs. Dalgliesh, two children 
Mr. and Mrs, Whoelock, child 
Miss A. C. Sufford, Miss N. f 
J, MeKee, Messrs. Gove, Reoves, Prats and 
TJ. Waters, 

Per str. Kiang-tung, from Chivkiang—Mr. 
508. Colby. ia 

Per str. Amoy, from Hongkong — Mra. 
Hawes and ama. 

Per str. Pelin, from Southampton —Mr, 
Malcolm. from Hongkong—Sir W. R. Rob. 
inson, Rev. M, Gallis, aod Mr. K. de 











Peotrouscki. 


Per str. Tokio Maru, from Japan — Dire, 

Randall, Captaiu Conner, and Mr. Tiffen. 
Lravisa, 

Per str. Mongolia, for Galle—Mrs, Randall 
and Hl. S Tiffin, For Singapore—Mr. H.W, 
Uloth. For Mr. E, Trelawoy. 
For Hong! J.B, Elias, A. 
Jeffries, aud J. McKay. 








Fey ormoun, 


PRICE or tur NORTH-CHINA HERALD 
and S.C. & 0, GAZETTB.—Per An- 
Six Months, Taels 6.50. 








rice, Tis, 13,18 per Annu 
Subscriptions will be considered as renewed 
unless notice to the contrary be given before 
the expiry of the current term, 


TERMS FOR ADVERTISING.—Ten Lines 
(space Bourgeois) and under, One Tel ; each 
Saitional line Ove Afuce, Oneshalf of these 
charges for repetitions. “Contracts may be 
made for 3 months, or longer, payable in 
advance. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS received, and Single Copies 
sold, by Gzonce Sraxex, 

30, Cornhill, 
LONDON (2.0.) 








SHANCHAI OPIUM AND SILK RETURNS FOR SEASON COMMENCING JUNE I, 1878. 


FROM IMPBRIAL MARITIMB CUSTOMS. 






















































SILE. 
To ‘To To ‘To Hoxe- 
nnar Bniraiy, | Manamtize sxe | qurrica, |foxe,GoasTBonrs,| Torst Caixa, 
Bales. Balea, Bales, B 
Total ss par last Report 33,060 3394 1,768 4 
Bubsequeut Bhipmente pers ve 6 
‘Total.... 25,811 5,306 4,74 43,820 43,80 
oPprium 
RETURN FOR WEEK ENDED 41m JANUARY, 1879. 
Mama. Parma, Bananas, Pansuax, 
AuroxtE> i 
Weichs, | Obese Weight, | Obeate 
Iwported aud stored ow board Receiving Veassls * S480 7 6 
Troported end traushipped for rvexportati 
Tteceiving Vessels or innded 
Impoited direct to the shore 
Cr o 82.80 7 8.40 @ 


Lauded from Revel 


Description, | inkiast.| Wat, | ition, | Bautow. | © vo 





ig Vonsola aud intended chieBy for Leeal ce 

















wero | 86 10320 2 


| Wenehow. | Foochow. | Hongkong.| Total. 





























somiuemlac Galan waileawar aswel Fai lca bon an wales wale wal Oa: wa 
Malwa 316 11506) 62} 6265]. 22° 32.05) 10" 10.00), 466° 4606, 
Pau t “Lod ps Nes 1 “3520 
Beuares 5 Gol | 3 800 
eaten ae ale 35 35.00 

‘total..| 202 18.20) eH en80, 25° 2500) 10 Oe) wwe] ww [2 mas, «| 8 80 -| wor 1220 





> Additionall0 cheste Turkey=10 piculs, 
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EXPORT OF TEAS FROM SHANGHAI AND RIVER PORTS,—SEASON 1878-9 
TO GREAT BRITAIN, &c. TO GREAT BRITAIN, &c.—Continued. 
—— 
Vaserc's Naser, |Darx| CHEE | Brace, |Greex.| Toran. | Vassni’s Nawx. | Dare | COAEEP | Busce, | Greny, 
Piculs. | Piculs Piculs, 
Gleneagles ‘London | 21,464.33) ‘London 
Loudoun Castle 5, ” 20,043.25) a 
chit st * e178 att 
ar » ” jamburg, 
ee Bombay London 
Ocean King... 3s [London {Venice 
Glonartney - [Bombay 
Radnorshire 4 16,385.45} 7 Loudon 
Glenearn ” 13,699,734) Bombay 
Sindh Marseilles 12.67, London 
lLoudon | 17,596.40 ae 
r% 19,047.73] mn 
a, 3,831.95) Bombay 
Hamburg 1.20) London 
‘Bombay 0.75) ” 
London . 
Bombay 
‘London 
Nicolajetek, Hongkong 
‘London | ‘London 
: Bombay 
‘Mareeilles | London 
London | ” 
, (Bombay | ” 
Coriolsnue ILandon | \Bombay 
Patroclus " London 
Hamburg Bombay 
Ava [London 36.00] London 
Marseilles | ” 
London Bombay 
a ‘London 
Danedin ” Bombay 
Bombay Deticalion WLondon | 1,215.66 
London G = 103.34 
(Odessa | Bombay |... 
Condon | Port Said $5.15) 
| 15,452.59] '484.43 9\London 2,287.71) 
'398.47| 506.39) MBombay |... 
14,595.40} a 14\London 2,280.72) 
”, | 12,021.98) 1,259.06) 
\Nicolsiefsk 1,405.13) . 213.65) 
[London | 3,955.01) 4/328.37/Thermopyi 6,463.56) 
ss 15,049.57) 15,049.57] Agamemuon 200.33] 
M4 9,940.92] | 10,821.34 Lombardy 
* 4,905.32 6,072.69, 1,458.59 
Bombay 36.98) 69.25] Anadyr 489 
‘London 3,313.8: 3,620.35) 1.50 
a 4,424.85) 4,461.44\Glenear 783.43 
Ks 0.78| 638.47, Geelony 0.90 
i 20,234.52: 
a 3,585.59) 
Bombay 5 
London 
» 2,945.47 
‘i 68.13) 12.42 
” 1,332.1 
” 386.31 
» 440.29) 
138.07! 
EXPORT OF TEAS FROM SHANGHAI ORTS.—SEASON 1878-9, 
TO JAPAN AND COAST PORTS AND AMERICA. TO JAPAN AND COAST PORTS AND AMERIC, 
Vaweri’s Naws. | Dare | CB® | Buace. | Guanx. | Torus. Dar! CuEARED | Brack, | Gress. | ‘tora, 
2 t 
con ie | Pieuls. |“ Picale | Picals. |~Pieuis, | ~ Picule. 
Tokio Mara .... a.4,!June 4 Nagasaki . 298.76 Aug31New York| 285.94 2,523.51| 2,814.00 
4 Hiogo 4.16) Sep.lo St 1.64 493.60) 495.24 
+ + | 4:Yokobame: 485 s+» 10(Chiea, 212.70! 550.46) 763.16 
HiroshimaMara 5, |... 8'New York 236.13] LOSan Peieeo| 6.30 115.23 
” 8 Boston . 19|New York| —687.04' 9,185.70] 
iNew York 26, seve | 8,527.72 
2 » | ‘Oct. 2:Chicage 16.34 960.37) 
20,Boston | 2San Freiscol —9.00112.60 
” 21!New York! 2)New York! ... 699.40) 
. ” 2'Yokohama 5.54. 
‘Yokohama, 10\New York; 33.97) 6,807.34 
\July 2New York 18, a5 3,950.98) 
2Chicazo wy 440.01 
28an Freiaco, 235.39, + | ss LE Chicago | 487.93! 
2.Nagasaki '3.30'Braemar Castle ;, 29 New York 2.27! 6,036 69) 









1.65|Hiroshi i a 
2,416.64.Genkai Nov 15 San Feieco] 

-52,Glenfinlas w=» 18. New York 
ayaa Brow 
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roby 16 
Saikie Mara 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 
SHANGHAI, orm JANUARY, 1879. 








PIECE GOODS.—The past week has been characterised by an active demand for most Cotton goods, with hardening, and in como cases 
higher quotations; a fair quantity of goods have been wanted for immediate delivery, chiefly Grey Shirtings, but the majority of tho eal 
have been made for cash next month, on which terms buyers have been ready to pay higher rates. The Northern men it 
chiet buyers, and if their anxiety to iny in stocks this year be any criterion, it looks as if they expect a good business for ‘Tientsin and 
Newchwang on tho opening of the market, unlikely though that next month when the fiest stoamers leavo it will bo found that 
they have got all their geods ready an will want nothing more until the return to Shanghai of ssid steamers. Considerable 
goods, chietly T-Cloths, haze been tought on speculation, aupposed to bo for tho Northern denlers, but appareutly intended for 
month. News of a somewhat higher marl in Manchester is encoureging to holders, and the market closes about 2 candar: 
for 8.4lbs, Grey Shirtings, 24 candareens for White Shirtings, 5 candareous for ordinary Euglieh Drills, and 2} candareens for American 
Di 

















this week shows a rise ali round. 





a. 

In Woouzess, an improvement has at last ect iu in Camlets and Spanish Stripes, and the Auction sal 
Fancy goods have all also come iuto better demand. 

“another Auction of Cutton goods commenced this week, and as the quantities offered were small, they went off at good rates. 

Grey Surertsos,—8} Ibs. —Sules repo 000 pieces of Dewburst's Englo at F1.71, Hand and Branch at £1.67, Red Joss at $1.55 
to T1.574, Liou nt 11.574, Red Pheasant at F1.56, Red Stag, Liou ou Bale and Teapot at £1.85, Warrior at £1.45, Large Eagle at $1.42}, 
‘Dragon at £1.41, for medium qualities prices ara about 2f candareens higher, and for common and best about 1 
here is a good demand bo immediate delivery, and for payment next mouth. 

, Viz., Green Stag at F].283, and Reindeer at 1.18}, prices are firm, moro expecially for good qualitios 

Sales are 12,680 pieces Red Pheasant at {1.15} to 1.16, Pagoda at T1.125, Man and Flag, and Steg at ‘1.11; theso good 
freely at rather higher rates. 


.12-Iha,—Sales are 10,000 pieces of Dewhurst’s Engle A at $2.374, aud Hand and Branch at $2.15—the market is without change, and 

most of the demand is speculative on native 
‘T-Croras,—7-1hs.—Salen rep 

£1.09, Horseman, Man and Flag at 0.95 5 

18 are alto frecly saleable nt 1.10 to TL 


my sal 100 pieces M T. X 
are £7,200 pieces , and 1,500 pieces Yellow Lion at £0.98, 

os 000 pieces G4-reed Blue Stag at 1.674, and 1,000 pieces 56-reed 3-Man at $1.50, prices aro at loast 24 
, which are most wanted, 
‘ro 14,400 pieces of 14-Iby. English Dragou R at ‘£1.80, Dragon at F176, and Horseman at {1,76 to T1.77, pricos a 
Detter for ordinary quali 82 in now offered for Dragon R, 
lea no far are 180 bal nan at £1.774, 70 bales PMC D at £1.75, 50 bales Stag at ‘T1674, and 
324, these goods are wai rge lots ou tue spot are gradually improving, and the market may be 


her. 
quoted at £2.07}. In American a re-sale of 150 






















acarce. 





0 









50 pieces of Goll Sycee at T1.374, 2-Cash at F1.10}, Lion on Bale at 1.10, Silver Phouix at 
jemand has been most on the finest goods, which are now worth rather more, and common 












































116 bales Suffolk 
‘quoted 24 andar 













being enquired for, » mentioned. Of American Beaver, 1,200 piso sold at $2.10, 
fed Cambrics are improving, ut Auction ; of Handkerchief 11,000 doz. and all other goode 


lue, and show a rite at the Auctions of 1 to 3 mace per piece, Scarlet Long Ell a little 
en higher ; a sale of GO pieces Gentian H H was ‘male at £0.60, and another of 48 pic 















higher, and Sp 
common chop at 4 




































































































































; Scarlet. (Dk. Blue, |] Lt. Gt. | Black. Mauvo,| At | Whito.(Total Sal 
Kin-Mivo, 7th inst, ; ! a Dati aed é Bibeabonees 
Camlete C. 11.60/72 | 12.60/5 | 11.98/5 | 11.99/75 mare 12.10 
| M0 50 50 100 | 20 10 370 
6.57/8 | as 
300 | 300 
| 40 
40 
, H 58) = 
6 i 6 192 
in | 
Dibip. pet! Lond 12.00 | sie 
Salen, por... 40 | 20 99 
Long Ells H. D.B. p.pee. | # 
Sales, per.. 190 
Sp. Stripes p.yd. x 
Sales, pos... 66 
‘Yees-Foxa, 9th inst, snaspieitsey | | { 
| 10,874,924" 11.525 /5 Kes MATA | asap a 
| 200° | 80 te 30 | 30 a eee) 
10.95 | 11.60 | 10.85 10.925 om 
10 10 100 
Sales, - ; 200 
S. Stripes T.T.B. p. 048 | 0.61 eae 
Sal 12 it 6 252 
Rel Paso, Fed Indian Head, ed Bafalo, 
¥1.573/1.584 Fal. 
100 
9.10-1bs. .. s ~ = 
Salem pos. = = = 
‘T-Crorus—S-lbs. Blue Lion, at ‘£1.21 
bi Fase Bio, ited Zea 
Tbs. .. TL20/1.20) ‘EL.10E '¥0.07/0.975 
Sales, pes.. 500 500 500 =1,500 5, 
“ King Ming.”—7th instaut— 
Koi Kam, Blve Rvs, Rel Lion, BlueLion ‘ue Eagle, Gold Engle, ‘Red Eagle, 
Grey Susntises—$}-Ibe. ‘FL6U6IS Era Ta i a 71) 
Sales, pes. 1,000 330 200 350 250 =7,300 
Grea Peacocks 
= = = = = 600 4 
“ Nie Kee."—7 
Turkey Rep Casnittes........ i Sama OSTEO TED 
Sales, pes. Be 3 20. £1,003 4 
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Sth iontaat— i i 
Ine Dragon. Blue Fish, Black Unicorn. Green Stork. Red =“ 
s1s0/1 40} : Grom Stork, RedStork, BlueStork, Sta 
4 


“BWo! 


T-Crorus—$-lbs, 
Sales, pes.. 





Red Dragon. 




















250 





at 21.16 to 1.33} 
Wore Suineisos—64-reed Horse and Jockey, at $1.70, 72. 
Dvep Brocapes—¥2.41 






























« Fuen-fong.' 
Gury Suinrivcs—8f-1bs, House, at 1.40] to 1-51-2100 pos. 5 Lighthouse, at $1.403—1,050 pos. ; Two-Mlan, ab F1.41— 
,000 pes. » 
Ditto, ibs Lighthouse, at ¥i.53) to 1.333; ” 
Wante Suinravcs—64-reed Lighthouse, at T1 594 to 1 604 4 
Duritx—15-Ibs, Peacock, at 1.733 to 1.74}—480 pos. ; 141 M4 
Verversexs—I8-inch Stag, at ¥0.10.9 to 0.11 ....% ” 





SoNDRY AUCTION 
‘Tonxey Rep Casturics—Man and Horse 2 to 2}-Ihs. at $1.09 to 1.13; Jar, 2 to 2j-tbe, at £1,174 to 1.243; Gold Dragon, 
24 to 2h-lbe, at 1.28} to 1.39 ; Joss, 2f-lbs. at F118 





















































































































































































ARTICLES. Quoratioss. — || ARTICLES. 
Cotton Piece Goods. i nce Timac 
@._B, Grev Sumerises— «Teme. |! Broan Corn. per yard 5 @ 16.0 
.0 |) Cauuers— . 
Ta. ii “1.9 | _ Englisb, SS, 56 yds. 31iv, Assorted.per piece} 10.5.0 ,, 11.5.0 
8} to Sh-ibs, % 4.0 } LoxG Ets— 
Dewburst XX i [7.3 Scarlet, 24 yds, 31 in. 1 # 6.0.5 5, 6.6.0 
9 to 9f-lbs, jon). yy 0 ||, Asorted .. + 6.0.0 3, 83.0 
9.12 to 10-Ibs. common quality, nom. , 0 Lasrixcs, 30 yds, 31 in a 750 4,120.0 
‘beat quality... a 0 ‘Cnars Lasrixes, 30 yds. 31 in. Avst. 5, 3.7.0 3, 475.0 
G. E, Ware Surerixes— I oo» KES, Assorted my 270 5, B25 
'40 yds. 36 in, 56 reed » 1.4.0 || Onteass, Figured, 30 yds, 30 in, Aswt, 5, 315 5, 35.5 
60 reed os Taz i Plain, 30 yde, 31 nck, 30.5 4, 33.5 
= 135 Metals and Sundries. 
» 17.0 Taran Corrze—Slabs 6.0 yy 15.1.0 
a 19.0 we 5 4, 14.6.0 
if 210 Quicxsivven 0, 49.0.0 
Awenrcas Dritts— Tux Phares —14 x WU 0 yy 41.0 
40 yds, 30 in. 14-lbs, “ 2.6.2) 0 4 2.9.9 
Amenicay Jeaxs— 0 ny Bay 
30 yds. 30 in. 64 to 8.1bs F 14.0 Tis, Poog Hi 0, 15.7.0 
AnrntcaN SHEETINGS— Quang.dia 0 5) 15.30 
40 yde. 40 in, 14-Ibe, best * 25.5 Fok Giiok 0 4p 15.4.0 
EBxouisn Dauis— Hoor lox .0 4, 250 
” 5 FIG TRON vance 0 5, 18.0.0 
ie 0 Inox Wine, Now. 11 @ 14 .0 yy sear 
” Maat 0 
30 yds. 30 in. 8 to 8}-Ibs. ” ” w 15425 0 
Bxouisa Sueerxcs— Ino’ Nail Rod— 
40 yds. 40 in. 14 @ 16-Ibs, e Dawes’ Bee L 
Doren Datis— H. Roger E nH 
2 Ms 1.0 
4 2 0 
on er + 
yer picul 4.15 
ba 4.3.0 5 
Socax 
Blaek, common er picul) 2.9.0, 3.3.0 
Formosa 6.0 
720 40 
615 20 
575 90 
6.1.0 1.2.0 
Dyed, | 1 2.0.0 
Damasks, Assorted, 40yds. jiece | Rarraxs—Comu oul 2.0 6.0 
Cuintz, Assorted, 28 yds, 23 in Good 3.0.0 00 
Blue ... i 450 0.0 
Browa 
Scarlet. 0 | ” 2.6.0 4, 27.0 
Turxey Revs, 24yds. din. 0 15.9 0 
Veuvers, Black, 22 in, 65 | 8.0.0 5, 12.0.0 
Veuverszys, Black, 18 i 3 | 3.1.0 4.0 
26 "3 17.0 4 18.6.0 
Muszixs, 12 yi 8 |] Winpow Grass— 
Diuiries, 12 y it ” Lary  perbox | 2.1.5 4.0 
0 | Small as 180 85 
‘Yas, Cotton, Nus. 28 a 32 1.0 || Kexostxe—Devoo's iper care | 1.6.8 7.0 
Sranisut Strives, Assorted 8 | Corrox—Shangl “per pieut| 10.4.0 5, 11.4.0 
Mavtum and Hanrr Croras i .5 |} Fur Stones .. any 0.4.5 fi; 
Merats.—The Nail-rod Iron market is without change, and the only sale is 500 bundles Rogers at ‘£1.87. Of Lead, 125 tous LB were 





sold at 34.30 nett, 
Kerostse O1t.—The 








is firm now at ‘£1.70 to £1.71 for goods ot, and T1.68 for gond 
Freicnts.—Swatow, British steamer, 530 tons, Nagasaki to this, despatch, $1.55 per ton ; rec, British harque, 
back, 17 lay days, $1,150, ia full ; Downe Castle, British ship, $87 tous, Nagasaki and back, 26 lay days, $2,(00, in ful 
barque, 697 tons, Nagasaki and back, 20 lay days, $1,600, in full. 





nthe 





Foochow and 
Fiery Cross, British 








SILK.—We quote the following from Mr. W. T. Phipps’ circular :—Since the issue of our last report, a month ago, about 7,500 
bales of silk have changed hands, and taking the fiuetuations of exchange into consideration ouly a slight variation has to be recorded 
in the laying down cost. The principal feature of the month's business has been the unusually stroug demand for the Continent to 
the almost entire exclusion of English buyers, although prices so far are the lowest experienced for the season. The silkmen declare 
they have had a bad year of it up to the present, and with the country markets lower than our own and yet with little business going 
on, there appears to be some truth in what they state. Settlements to date are about 46,000 bales, leaving 12,000 bales in stock, 
nearly half of which is in one speculator’s hands. For the present mail the following purchases are reported : 

: _ Perth, 
(Be soeiy | Perpicwl, Bx. 50) 8 197, 
aod 162 


Per pical, | 
163 H 
163, 1510 and 15/5, 

6. 


Te 35 





Dancing Bear, Chop No. 1 
Paguda, Nos.’ aud $ 
Bh 
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COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


Jaxvary 10, 1879. 


Anaivats during the week.—January 7th, P. & 0. steamer Pekin, with the English mails, &o. ; 9th, British brig 
Jumne, trom Freemantle ; British ship Mikado, from London, 





Departures during the week.—January 5th, 31.1. steamer Sindh, with the Froneh mails, &e. 


‘The P. & O, mail steamer Mongolia takes about 850 bales of S1tx and about 350 tone of Tua, 


Bank Bill 
|, 6.23. 


Exowaxos.—On London, ‘Telegraphic ‘Transfe: 
Privat and Documentary, 58 1d. On Paris, B: 
305 ; Calcutta, Bank, demand, Rs. 3034 to 305. 
per cent. disc. Bulliou, Gold’ Bars, Peking, Shanghai ‘ls, 197 per bar of 10 Tls, Shanghai weight, 
er 100 tacls Canton weight. Mexican dollars, Shanghai Tle. 72.50 per 100. Copper Cash, 1,450 per tael, 

















rate 6.42 43. 
Hongkong, Bank Bills, demand, 278 p 








SHARES, 

Suaxonas, 10th January, 1879, 
lower rates havo been mado at 
ium, with exchange 724 for cash. No time sales are reported. ‘There aro sellers for oath at 50% promium, 
ion’ Qo.—A further return (the sevcuth), of €2 per share, will be made on the 15th instant. ‘There has boen some 

Fe last quotations. 
igation Co,—Several lots have change bands at par. 
Shanghai Dock Co.—~ haif-yearly dividend of F10 por share was paid on the 8th instant. 
Pooting Dock Co,—Business is reported at £99. A dividend of 5% for the half-year was paid yesterday. 
Shanghai Gas Co,—Shares aro offering under last quotutions. 
Compagnie du Gaz.—There are acilers at quotations, 
In Aarine Insurance abares no businees 1s reported. A dividend of 21 per share wil be paid on Yanglsse Insurance shares on tho 20th 


Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporation.—Business in thin stock has been rather brisker, 

55% premium and 50% promi 
Shanghai Steam Naviga 

enquiry for shares at about 1% 
China Coast Steam Navi 




















current, 
There ig no business to report in Fire Jusurance shares. 
For Hongkong Fire shares $840 have been offerod, and China Fire shares aro onquired for. 
Chinese Imperial Government Loan of 1877.—A few bonds bave been sold at £109}. 

















| Posrmiox rer Last Ruront. | Last Diviomnp, &e, | Casu Quotarioxs. 
SHARES. No. | Value. | Paid up.| lay Woks, To Share. [When pd 
|_| Revere "Zesoants | Date | “pelders | er due Closing. 
oug & Shanghai Bank | 
Hongkonj anghai Bankin, 
Corperation | 40,000 | gi2s| 125! 1,200,000) $19,243.05/s0June78} © $1 (90.A8g.78] 50x prem., ox. 724 










shan german Compan, | 

Jang jteain Navigation Co,| } | 

iin Liquilation) © 22,500/ 100, 215)... 130 Dee. 77] { M¥x repli. (21 Sep. 78) 17.20 
China Coast Steam Navi; 


5,000 | F100} 2100 | ¥66,273,42) F11,979.42/31 Dee. 77) +7 % (15 Mar, 78! 100 


0, 
Shanghai Tug Bont 900 | #100} 2100 4 [21Sep. 75] 125 





Shanghai Dock Co, 





8 Jan, 79] 235 ox dividend, 





440 | 2500} 2500 | 210,109.90; js0June78 g 








32 
Pootung Dock Co. 950} #100} #100 &X | 9dan.79) “94 ex dividend. 
Gas. 
Shanghai Gas Co. 100 | 100 '31 Dee. 77) *6% [15 July 78) 150 uominal, 
Compagnie du Gai 100 | 2100 (31 Dec. 77) * 64H 18 July 78) 160 
| 





Insurance ( Marine. ) 

China Traders’ Insurance Co., 
jimited i 600 |1,666.67] $500 | ¢225,000.00) 

North-China ins. Co., 1875/77 a 

Do. 1878 | 1,000 | 2,000 | 2600 

Union In. Society of Canton ... '$2,500 | "$500 | ¢262,132.10) 

Yaugteze Iusurance Avsociation| 1,200} £350 | 2350 (334,144.48 

Chinveve Insurance Co., Limited} 1,500 | $1,000 | $200 | $74,133.82! 

{000 





‘30 Apl. 7812. [91 July 78|1,550 
(30June 78, 2140 2 duly 78] * 30 
‘30June 78) 1,300 
‘31 Dec, 77| + $113.37 |30 Sep. 78] 1,700 
115 Apr. 78) % |i duly 78) 725 
130 Dee. 76, ° 6% | 1Jau. 78) 330 nominal, 











Insurance ( Fire.) 

Hongkong Firo Lu. Co., Limited! 2,000 | $1,000 | $200 | $632,302.00) ¢260,157.58|30 Dec. 77/+$56.75 

China Fire In. Co., Limited ...} 4,000] $500} $100 | $346,896.00) $145,719.72)80 Dee. 77) +18% 
Miscellaneous. 

Shanghai & H’kew Wharf Co...| 2,150 | £100} 2100 | 5,000.00;  £557.91|30 Dee. 771 *5% [15 Aug.78 1514 


20 Feb. 78) 840 
{31 Dee. 77} 190 









































LOANS. Amount of Loan, | Nominal Value of | Rate of Interest, When Payable. Closing. 
















Shanghai Mun. Debentures—Issue 18; 1000 | 8% 20th April & 31sb Oct. 
Do, 1873) F100.00 | ss | 20th June d 3ist Dec. {+ 1045 | 
Do. 18; #10000 | 30th June & 31st Dec. 3 
Do, 1873 "F 100.00 | a 28th Feb. & 3st Aug. | F110 }-3 
Lycoum Theatre Ordinary Debentures... F 25.00 ae 30th Jane, sio [8 
Do. Preference do. | E 37.50 5% Bist Dec. s00 | 8 
Chinese Imperial, Government Loan 1874° £100 8% 30th June & 3lst Dec. £101 
0. do. 1877| £100 8% 28th Feb, & 3st Aug. | £109 
* For half-year. + For year. J. P. BISSET & Co. 























a ‘Tor Wearnen during the week bas been fine and seasouable, but with very little continuous frost. The thermometer has ranged from 
26 to 54. 
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